
Subject: A message from the Vice-Chancellor: Revised January return arrangements 

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

To: UG & PGT students 

Date: Friday 1 January 

 

Dear students,  

Let me start by wishing you all a Happy New Year.   

I hope you are enjoying the winter break, albeit in the UK within the changed circumstances 

and restrictions introduced in recent days.  

Following my update on 10 December regarding plans for Epiphany Term 2021 (Term 2 of 

academic year 2020-21), the UK Government has since issued new guidance for universities 

to minimise the risks associated with the mass movement of students across the country.  A 

version of this guidance was also shared by the Minister for Universities with students on 31 

December 2020. Additional UK Government guidance is expected in the week commencing 

Monday 18 January.  In the meantime I am writing to provide a brief overview of the new 

guidance and an update on our response to this.   

The headline messages are highlighted below. Please take the time to read all the 

information carefully.  

 On Monday 11 January, Term 2 commences for the majority of students.  

 

 Blended learning (that is, a mixture of face to face and online teaching and 

learning) will now resume on Monday 25 January (Group A programmes) or 

Monday 1 February (Group B programmes) - download the list of programmes.  

This is later than previously advertised, as per the new government Guidelines. 

 

 

 To help support a Covid-secure campus, Lateral Flow Tests (LFT) will be 

available to students and staff from Monday 4 January and will continue 

weekly throughout Term 2. 

 

 The University will reduce College residence charges where College rooms are 

unoccupied for students studying Group A programmes (weeks 1 and 2) and 

Group B programmes (weeks 1, 2 and 3). 

 

In more detail: 

Blended learning approach – Term 2 

 Term will begin on Monday 11 January with wholly online teaching, noting some 

exceptions.  (We will provide separate advice for students on Level 4 Chemistry and 

Biosciences courses, as well as for PGCE students and students on Social Work 

placements.  We will also provide separate advice for our Postgraduate Research 

(PGR) students – all to follow). 
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 Group A UG and PGT programmes (view programmes): Between Monday 11 and 

Friday 22 January 2021 all teaching and learning will be entirely online. Pending 

further Government advice, blended learning, combining online and face-to-face 

teaching, will now commence on Monday 25 January 2021. 

 

 

 Group B UG and PGT programmes (view programmes): Between Monday 11 and 

Friday 29 January 2021 all teaching and learning will be entirely online. Blended 

learning will now commence on Monday 1 February. 

 

 Wholly online learning: For students already studying wholly online or preparing to 

study wholly online in Term 2, teaching will be delivered online for the entire term, as 

stated in teaching calendars.  

 

 

 MBA programmes: Blended learning will commence, as stated in timetables, on 

Monday 4 January 2021.  

 

Returning to Durham 

The UK Government advises that – if possible - you should not return to university until 

shortly before your face-to-face teaching begins.  

The UK Government’s advice for international students travelling from overseas is to 

consider whether you need to travel to the UK at this time, particularly if your course does 

not require you to be on campus from early-January. If you are able to, we ask that you 

consider delaying your travel plans if this can be done without undue costs.  

In all cases, if you need to return to Durham earlier, you will as always have our full support. 

 

College residence charges for students studying Group A and B programmes  

To support students to continue their studies from home, until their face-to-face teaching 

recommences, the University will reduce College residence charges for days that rooms in 

Colleges are unoccupied. 

 Students studying Group A programmes: The reduction applies where rooms in 

Colleges are unoccupied during weeks 1 and 2 of Term 2. 

 Students studying Group B programmes: The reduction applies where rooms in 

Colleges are unoccupied during weeks 1, 2 and 3 of Term 2. 

 

Lateral Flow Testing 

Our Lateral Flow Testing programme for the Covid-19 continues. Please see our web pages 

for more information. 

 

Local Restrictions 
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On Thursday 31 December, North East England entered ‘Tier 4’ local restrictions. Please 

visit the UK Government website and ensure that you are familiar with these restrictions 

before your return to Durham.  

 

Conclusion 

It is with regret that we need to make these changes so close to the start of Term - and that 

we are asking many of you to delay your return to Durham City accordingly, if you are able to 

do so.   

Please be assured that we are doing all that we can to secure your safety, health and well-

being and to deliver the best education and student experience possible in what remain very 

difficult circumstances.  

Please also be assured that we are here to listen to any concerns you might have and that 

we will ensure up to date and helpful lines of communication for all members of our 

university community.  Further information will be supplied on our associated FAQs pages.   

Our Covid-19 Incident Control Centre remains open to answer questions and can be 

contacted on coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk.  

With my best wishes for 2021, 

Stuart Corbridge 

Vice-Chancellor 
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