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Dear colleagues,  
  
Latest updates and guidance from Durham University    
     
This email contains new Covid-19 information and guidance specifically for postgraduate 
researchers. Please take the time to read it carefully.   
 

New information and guidance:   
 End of Term Planning for Postgraduate Research Students  
 Planning for research activity over the winter break  

  
End of Term Planning for Postgraduate Research Students  
  
Last week, the University circulated the latest government guidance on how students at 
English universities can safely travel home for Christmas at the end of the current term.   
  
The University interprets this Government guidance as not applying to postgraduate 
research students, who are able to remain in Durham and continue to work up until 18 
December if they wish. Laboratories and other research facilities will remain open until 18 
December, after which time they will be on Christmas rules (since the University is closed 
from the 18 December until 4 January).    
  
It is important to note that, in line with Government guidance, if you do not travel home by 9 
December and are required to self-isolate because of Covid-19 infection or exposure, you 
will need to remain in Durham and may therefore be unable to travel home by Christmas 
Day.  
 
Earlier today, we sent a Sway update to undergraduate and postgraduate taught students. If 
you are planning travel, the update contains important information to help you plan your 
travel for the winter break in a way that will help you to protect your loved ones and the 
community.  
  
  
Planning for research activity over the winter break  
   
Colleagues will be aware that the University has granted additional holidays to staff over the 
closure period, which combined with the statutory Bank Holidays means that research staff 
will generally be on leave over the period from Saturday 19 December to Sunday 3 January 
inclusive.   
   
With limited resources available to support the maintenance of Covid-safe facilities across 
the campus over this period, access to buildings for research will be restricted to essential 
maintenance of equipment and research facilities, or to support long-term experimentation 
for which access over this period is essential.   
  
Departments are asked to coordinate access for these purposes, working with their local 
Health & Safety Coordinators and sharing plans with the Health and Safety Business 
Partners and Relationship Managers once complete.  
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Researchers are asked to plan their access for research materials and resources so that 
they will not require building access during this period.  
    
Conclusion  
 

We will continue to update you as the winter break draws closer, in the meantime the latest 
Covid-19 communications for colleagues are available on our website.   
  
  
Best wishes,    
  
Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
  
All Covid-19 communications issued to students are available on our website.  
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