
To: All staff and PGR students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk  
Subject: Covid-19 Update: 20/01/2022 
Date: 20/01/2022 

 

Dear colleagues, 

This email contains important Covid-19 information and the measures we are taking to 

protect our community. Please take the time to read it carefully.  

• We will return to in-person teaching and wider student experience provision as 

planned, in week 3, starting Monday 24 January.  

• Working from home 

 

Following the UK Government’s announcement yesterday on lifting of Plan B 

restrictions from 26 January, we have today received specific guidance for the HE 

sector. We are considering this carefully and will communicate any updates. 

This communication focuses on teaching and wider student experience measures 

from Monday 24 January.  

All other Covid-19 mitigation measures stay in place until we have communicated 

otherwise. 

 

Return to in-person teaching and full WSE provision 

We will return to in-person teaching and wider student experience events and 

activities as planned in Week 3, starting Monday 24 January.  

We will deliver in-person teaching and learning and WSE activities throughout 

Epiphany term, maintaining a vigilant watch on potential case rates and making any 

adjustments as necessary. 

The library will be fully open, without a booking requirement, from this date. 

The health and safety of our staff, students and wider community remains our priority. To 

ensure the safest possible start to our Epiphany term and minimise transmission of Covid-

19, we implemented temporary adjustments to our Covid-controls for the first two weeks of 

term. 

This period of temporary adjustment allowed everyone to settle back onto campus and 

provided us with an opportunity to monitor our case rates, as well as the local and national 

figures, and ensure that our Covid-controls are appropriate. 

Given the current Covid-19 rates both locally and nationally, it was inevitable there would be 

cases as the term got underway. However, the University has robust mitigation measures in 

place to allow us to deliver planned in-person teaching and learning and wider student 

experience activities throughout Epiphany term.   

We work closely with Durham County Council Public Health experts to monitor case rates 

and we investigate each case reported to our Incident Control Centre (ICC). 



Regardless of whether you are working on or off campus, we remind you to report confirmed 

cases of Covid-19, as well as any periods of self-isolation, to your line manager. This will 

help us track and manage Covid-19 cases within our community, and to assess staffing 

levels across the University. 

We also encourage staff who are required to attend campus to work, to take an LFT twice a 

week either using a home testing kit or at one of our on-site testing centres. 

 

Wider student experience 

All planned indoor and outdoor events and activities will be taking place from Monday 24 

January. 

All those wishing to be a part of these, including spectators and audiences, will require a 

negative LFT test through a DU test site to enable participation in the safest way possible. 

There will be no restrictions on numbers, except for indoor activities which will need to 

comply with the agreed Covid room capacities which operated throughout Michaelmas term. 

 

Working from home / review of Government Plan B guidance   

We acknowledge new guidance from the Government on HE settings. This follows the 

announcement on the lifting of Plan B restrictions that included working from home where 

possible, with effect from 26 January.  

We will communicate any updates to arrangements as soon as we can.   

Conclusion 

This is a rapidly changing situation and the guidance we have outlined above has been 

carefully developed in consultation with staff, students and Durham County Council public 

health experts. 

The health and safety of our staff, students and wider community remains our priority. We 

continue to assess the risks and how best to manage them. However, the context in which 

we are managing the pandemic is very different to March 2020.  

While the Omicron variant has shown to be more infectious and transmissible, the 

mitigations we have in place remain appropriate. 

Following the UK Government’s announcement about the end of Plan B restrictions from 26 

January, with the continued need for Covid-19 safe behaviours, we are considering the new 

guidance for HE settings. We will communicate any updates. 

Vaccinations are helping the decline in Covid-19 rates and we encourage you to access a 

booster dose of the Covid-19 vaccine as soon as possible, if you have not already done so, 

via the National Booking System or a walk-in centre. 

 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 



Visit our Covid-19 web pages to read the latest student communications. 

 

https://bit.ly/DUC19Comms

