
To: All staff 

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

Subject: Covid-19 Further Update, 18.03.2020 

 

Dear colleagues, 

This email contains important updates on Covid-19. Please take the time to read it carefully. 

Latest Government advice 

This evening, the Government has announced the closure of schools in England to all but 

the children of key workers and vulnerable children with effect from the end of Friday 20 

March. 

We are aware that this will mean that many colleagues will have additional caring 

responsibilities. Managers should speak to their team members about possible changes to 

their working patterns to allow them to meet these responsibilities while still undertaking their 

duties.  

Latest updates from Durham University 

 Our response procedures are in place and will now be stepped up 

 Existing plans, including for building closures, will be accelerated 

 Essential services will continue to be maintained 

 Further information will follow tomorrow 

Further detail:  

Our response procedures are in place and will now be stepped up 

As we have said throughout this outbreak, the health and wellbeing of the University 

community and the wider communities of which we are part is our first priority. We fully 

acknowledge how serious a public health threat Covid-19 poses, particularly to those with 

underlying health conditions, and this includes many colleagues and students, as well as 

their loved ones.  

The University has been quick to respond to Covid-19 and undertaken important planning for 

possible future scenarios. This will be invaluable in assisting us to respond to the situation 

now upon us quickly and effectively.  

We have already taken many radical steps around teaching, examinations and assessment, 

Open Days and remote working, among others – changes that would have been 

unimaginable just a short time ago.  

We are aware that this has meant huge change for virtually everyone in our community and 

we are grateful for the dedication, flexibility and innovation you have shown.  

Existing plans, including for building closures, will be accelerated 

Planning was already under way for a phased closure of certain University buildings, where 

this is possible. This will now be accelerated and further information will be provided 

tomorrow.  

Essential services will continue to be maintained 
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We are aware that there are a number of services that the University provides which must be 

maintained. Please be assured that we will work with local team leaders to ensure that we 

meet all requirements upon us.  

Further information will follow tomorrow 

We are working hard to respond to this evening’s announcement. We wanted to 

communicate with you as soon as possible, but please be assured that further information 

will follow tomorrow, both on behalf of the University and locally to your role, to involve you in 

these changes and inform you how you will be affected. 

Once again, thank you for your support. 

Best wishes, 

Claire O’Malley 

Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

All Covid-19 email updates issued to staff and students are available here.   

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/

