
To: All staff 

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

Subject: Covid-19 update: examinations and assessments 

Dear colleagues, 

This email contains an important update about how examinations and assessments will be 

delivered in light of coronavirus. Please take the time to read it carefully. 

Latest decisions from Durham University 

1) All examinations replaced with online assessments 

2) Alternative arrangements are being developed where online assessment is not 

possible, and more details will follow as soon as they are available 

Further detail: 

1) All examinations replaced with online assessments 

To protect the health and wellbeing of our staff, students and the wider community, Senate 

has today decided to replace all currently scheduled examinations with online 

assessments.  

There will be no physical examinations. The default replacement assessment will be 48 hour 

take home exams, using the existing exam paper where possible. These will be available to 

download and submit via DUO (where appropriate using ‘Turnitin’). Departments are 

strongly urged to adopt this straightforward measure for all assessments where possible, 

and to keep any deviations to a minimum. 

The current examination schedule will be adapted to become a schedule of submission 

deadlines. For example, if an exam was due to take place on Monday 11 May, this will be 

the deadline for returning the paper via DUO.  

Assessments will be available to students 48 hours before their deadline.  

A 48-hour period has been chosen to take account of any reasonable adjustments which a 

student might need, to ensure that students with consecutive exams are not disadvantaged, 

and to avoid complications caused by students working in different time-zones or who are 

unable to participate in assessment for reasons of religious observance on particular days.  

Students are not expected to work on the examination constantly for the 48-hour period. We 

expect no take home exam will require, or benefit from, more than two or thee hours’ work.  

2) Alternative arrangements are being developed where online assessment is not 

possible, and more details will follow as soon as they are available 

We acknowledge that in some cases, such as practical exams and fieldwork-based 

assessments, other alternative arrangements will need to be made.  

Information on the process for setting and agreeing alternative assessments will be sent to 

Heads of Department and Chairs of Boards of Examiners in the coming days, along with 

guidance and information about support.  

We appreciate that these are significant changes and you may have questions. Frequently 

Asked Questions (FAQs) are being added to our Covid-19 web pages, where you can also 

find contact details for Curriculum, Learning and Assessment Service (CLAS) staff, who are 

available to advise. 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/


In addition to this message to all staff, a message will shortly be issued to all students. To 

read it, click here. 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation at this unprecedented time. 

Best wishes, 

Professor Alan Houston 

Vice-Provost (Education) 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/studentcomms/

