
Durham subjects ranked in World Top 50  

Durham University’s research and teaching has been ranked among the world’s best in the 

latest global subject rankings. 

The 2019 Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings by Subject place Law at 

Durham 42nd globally, up from 51st. 

Social Sciences also makes the World Top 50 having climbed from 51st to 45th. Geography, 

Politics and International Studies* and Sociology are among the subjects classed as Social 

Sciences by the THE. 

Education remains in the World Top 100 having retained 51st place in the rankings. 

Hundreds of universities across the world are ranked by the THE who look at core areas 

including teaching, research, citations, international outlook and industry income. 

World leading University 

The latest rankings reaffirm Durham’s position as a world leading university as shown by its 

World Top 100 position in the QS World University Rankings 2019, where it is ranked 74th.  

Earlier this year Durham achieved a record number of subjects in the QS World University 

Subject Rankings 2018 with nine in the World Top 50 and a further seven in the World Top 

100. 

In national league tables Durham is consistently ranked as one of the Top 10 universities in 

the UK. 

In addition to this, the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) recently found that 97.9 

per cent of Durham University undergraduates completing their first degree were in 

employment or further study three and a half years after graduation - the highest rate of any 

UK university. 

Strength in research and teaching 

The University is implementing its 2017-2027 strategy, which includes ambitious proposals 

to develop Durham’s international reputation and place it among the best in the world for 

research, education and the wider student experience. 

Reacting to the success in the 2019 THE World University Rankings by Subject, Professor 

Tim Clark, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Social Sciences & Health, at Durham University, said: “I 

am extremely proud that Durham’s subjects continue to improve and are ranked among the 

very best in the world. 

“The latest league table results build upon our continued success in world subject rankings 

and demonstrate the value to students of a Durham University education by recognising our 

strengths in key areas such as research and teaching.” 

Research impact 

The University is involved in a number of research projects around the world with many 

having a direct impact on society. 

Together with colleagues and campaigners, Professor Clare McGlynn, in Durham Law 

School, has long called for the introduction of a law against upskirting and more 

comprehensive legislation to protect victims from all image-based sexual abuse. 
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Research involving Dr Pippa Whitehouse, in the Department of Geography, is helping to 

understand ice sheet changes in the Antarctic and the effect of ice losses on global sea 

levels. 

Academics from across the University, including the Department of Education and Business 

School, make up the research team spearheading the Durham Commission on Creativity 

and Education. A collaboration with Arts Council England, the Commission will investigate 

what happens when children experience arts and culture, and how this helps them develop 

and thrive. 

* At Durham University Political and International Studies is called Government and 

International Affairs. 
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