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CAVLE update and reporting to Durham 
 
Dear all  
 
Over the last two months there have been significant developments relating to 
CAVLE. There are four items that I need to draw your attention to, at least some 
of which will require action on your part. I will summarise these first so you can 
direct your attention to sections particularly relevant to you. 
 

1) Online Journals – Over 400 academic journals are now available via CAVLE, 

see below for full details.  

Action Requested by TEIs: Enable student access if you do not want your 
students to miss out on this important resource. 

 

2) April collection of module data by Durham.  

Action Requested by TEIs: If you wish your data to be extracted directly from 

CAVLE please contact me immediately. 

 

3) CAVLE version 2 is about to enter the Beta Testing phase.  

Action Requested by TEIs currently using CAVLE: Nominate someone from 

your TEI to take part in Beta testing (to check that your site will move over 

smoothly to CAVLE2)  

 

4) Assessment, Exam boards and reporting of results to Durham.  

Action Requested by TEIs: Read important update below and pass it on to the 

person responsible for examination processes.  

Ministry Division 

Dr Ken Farrimond 
VLE and Blended Learning 
Officer 
 

 
19 March 2015 

 

 



 

1) Online Journals 

 

We now have access via CAVLE to JSTOR and EBSCO. JSTOR has a large 

collection of archival journals and some important current journals including 125 

titles in the general area of Religion and Theology and also about 2000 journals 

in other disciplines. EBSCO offers 302 current titles in Theology and Religion and 

the important American Theological Libraries Database (ATLA). Any student who 

is Durham Registered will be able to access these two major collection which 

together cover the most significant Theology journals. Your staff who have 

registered with Durham, are able to use these resources via the Durham 

website, and we are currently working on allowing them also to use these 
resources via CAVLE in the same way as students. 

 
2) April collection of module data by Durham 

You will all have received a communication from Durham about the “April 
student records data submission deadline”, a copy of which can be found here 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/common.awards/announcements/?itemno=24065 
 
We are anticipating that many TEIs will submit this data themselves. However, if 
you wish this data to be taken from CAVLE you need to contact me immediately 
so that we can inform UniServity and check that the data is accurate. A key 
issue is that the fields in the student record that list which modules are being 
taken is only editable via a CSV uploads and is not updated by, for example, 
adding a student to the permissions for that module. This means that unless all 
changes regarding student modules have been made via CSV uploads you would 
be best advised to submit your information to Durham yourself this year. 
Obviously this is an issue that will be resolved by CAVLE 2 and the new Student 
Learning Tracker which will make it easy to assign and change modules within 
CAVLE and will keep all information fields up to date.  
 
 

3) CAVLE version 2 is about to enter the Beta Testing phase.  

UniServity are undertaking a major revision of their basic software, LIFE, which 
is used to provide CAVLE. This will address many key issues, not just 
cosmetically and in speed of page loading, but significantly simplifying the 
approach to permissions, and making it far easier create and duplicate content. 
As you are aware this has taken longer to complete than anticipated, but I am 
pleased to inform you that towards the end of next month TEIs with significant 
content on CAVLE will have the opportunity to look at what their existing content 
will look like under CAVLE2. As part of this we intend running a workshop 
involving UniServity staff and TEI CAVLE administrators to look at any migration 
issues and to ensure that all are getting the benefit of the changes in CAVLE. 
(We will of course also offer further training including sessions for TEIs who want 
to start using CAVLE.) If your TEI is currently using CAVLE then please will the 
key person responsible for CAVLE in your TEI contact me so we are ready for the 
Beta testing.  
 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/common.awards/announcements/?itemno=24065


4) Assessment, Exam boards and reporting of results to Durham 

As a separate piece of work to the development of CAVLE 2, we are working with 
UniServity to develop new assessment tools. The objective of these is to allow 
the simple creation of assessments in CAVLE where the work is submitted online, 
and marked online using Turnitin and the Durham assessment forms. This will 
then be tracked through first and second marking (allowing flexibility for 
different approaches to this eg blind marking) giving access for the external 
examiner, and ending up with the various information required for exam boards 
and for submission of marks to Durham. The information would be kept in such a 
way as to allow the student and authorised tutors to view the current profile of 
marks and to be able to click to quickly see the work and marker comments that 
resulted in any of the components of the module marks. As you will appreciate, 
this is a highly complex task which we want to get right. We are on track to have 
this available for the start of the next academic year. (TEIs were clear with us 
that they did not want to be trialling new software in May and June exam 
boards).  
 
Durham have told us that they do not intend to collect the main data on module 
marks until the end of all exam boards in October. However they will need to 
collect information in June on anyone who has completed an award and is ready 
for classification. More information on this will be sent in due course, including 
the training we will offer for exam board officers in running the new software, 
and training of trainers for staff involved in online marking. 
 
Yours   
 
Dr Ken Farrimond 
VLE and Blended Learning Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


