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DURHAM UNIVERSITY  

15 January 2015 

Present: Claire Warwick (Chair), Tim Clark, Jon Davison, Simon Hackett, Wendy Harle, Elizabeth 
Kirtsoglou, Clare McGlynn, John O’Brien, Lisa Webster and Philip Williamson. 
In attendance: Colin Bain, Paulina Lubacz, John Pritchard and Val Wooff. 
Apologies: Jon Gluyas and Thomas Jones. 

 
MINUTES 

(All documents listed are filed with the official copy of the Minutes) 
 
16. WELCOME  
 

Welcomed: prospective member, Colin Bain and new member, Elizabeth Kirtsoglou to their first 
meeting and Val Wooff, who was attending for the REF discussion.  

  
17. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

Received: a declaration from Val Wooff that she had been the Secretary to two REF panels to 
which Durham had submitted. 

  
18. MEMBERSHIP  
 

Noted: that Colin Bain is intended to join the Committee ex officio as Dean and Deputy to the 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research). Colin would become the Committee’s Deputy Chair.  

  
19. MINUTES (RC/14/19) 
 

Confirmed: the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2014. 
 
20. MATTERS ARISING 
 

a) Minute 10 (a) (i): recommendation to Senate 
Noted: that the Committee’s proposals concerning the Dean and Deputy to the PVC(R) 
would be put to Senate at its February 2015 meeting.   
 

b) Minute 11 (a): administrative resources should be secured to support the Working Group 
on Research Resources.  
 
Noted: that identifying appropriate resources to support the Committee’s work were being 
discussed by the PVC(R) and the Chief Operating Officer. 

 
c) Minute 11 (b):  Sub-Group structure. 

Noted: that a proposal would be put to UEC by the PVC(R) on 19 January.  On the advice 
of the Director of Governance and Executive Support the sub-groups would be proposed 
as subcommittees of Research committee in order to formalise their role and provide for 
improved transparency of decision making. If UEC endorsed the proposals in principle 
they would be brought forward to the Research Committee and Senate for detailed 
consideration. 

 
d) Minute 11 (c ii): research element of Departmental Reviews.  

Noted:  
(i) the desirability of rigorous reviews of departmental research strategies and 
management processes in the light of the REF outcomes, whilst avoiding duplication of 
effort with other review processes. 
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(ii) that the Quality and Standards Sub-Committee (QSSC) of Education Committee was 
undertaking a “review of reviews”, because departmental review was expected to be an 
area of focus during the Quality Assurance Agency visit in 2016.  There would be 
consultation with departments and reports back to Research and Education Committees. 
 
(iii)  that the Faculty of Social Sciences and Health was undertaking post-REF reviews to 
feed into the departmental reviews, which was seen as an effective process. 
 
(iv) that the Chair of QSSC and the Deputy Heads of Faculty would hold discussions 
outside the meeting to ensure an efficient structuring of review processes. 
 
(v) that Lisa Webster would report to the Committee’s meeting in March. 
 

e) Minute 12(d)  CROS and PEARLS survey returns. 
This item of business was carried forward to the Committee’s meeting in March. 
 

21. DISCUSSION OF REF RESULTS 
 Closed Appendix (not attached for Senate). The Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research) will make a 

presentation under item 15. 
 
22. FUTURE MEETINGS IN 2015 
 Thursday, 12 March PC216 
 Thursday, 30 April  PC168 
 Thursday, 18 June PC216 
 
 All meetings will take place at 2.00pm in the Palatine Centre. 

 


