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Report from Council 
 
Proposed Resolution/Action 
Senate is asked to note this report of key items discussed at Council’s 15 July 2014 meeting.  
 
Document Status  
Open.  
 
Previous Committee Consideration 
N/A. 
 

 
1. Business from Senate 

 
Council approved the University’s term dates for the next 4 years, noted the other matters 
discussed at Senate’s 24 June meeting, and agreed to add a strategy discussion in relation to 
Queen’s Campus to the items scheduled for a future Council session. 
 
2. Vice-Chancellor’s Report from the Executive 

 
The Vice-Chancellor’s report focussed on recent University activities including:   

 
City liaison, city/student relations and student safety 
 
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Deputy Warden updated Council on the progress of relevant 
initiatives the University was prioritising in the light of some recent tragic incidents. 
 
Dunelm Credit Union project 
 
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education) agreed to prepare a briefing for a future Council session. 

 
The National Student Survey results 
 
The Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education) agreed to present an in-depth workshop at Council’s Away 
Day.  
 
Outcome of the change process in the allocation of students to colleges 
 
Council requested receipt of a report with data analysis for discussion at a future meeting. 
 
Trevelyan College JCR 
 
Council noted that the JCR had joined the Durham Student Organisations (DSO) Framework and 
therefore was no longer recognised as a “Student Union” under 1994 Education Act.  
 
3. Matters approved by Council  

a) Council approved the following appointments: 
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Acting Vice-Chancellor and Faculty Pro-Vice-Chancellor posts  
 
Council approved Professor Hudson’s appointment as the Vice-Chancellor of the University and 
Warden of the Durham Colleges, and HEFCE Accountable Officer, with the title 'Acting Vice-
Chancellor'; from 1 October 2014 and until a new Vice-Chancellor is in post.   
  
Council also approved an extension to the terms of the office of the Faculty Pro-Vice-Chancellors 
for Arts and Humanities and for Science, to the end of July 2016, and conveyed a warm vote of  
thanks to Professor Higgins for his service to Council and his significant achievements on the 
University’s behalf.  
 
Member of Council appointments 
 
Council made the following appointments on Nominations Committee’s recommendation: 
 

 Kate Pretty – new lay member from 1 August 2014 

 Joanna Barker – new lay member from 1 August 2015 

 Clare McGlynn – new staff member from 1 August 2014 

 Joe Elliott – new staff member from 1 August 2014 

 Anne Allen- new staff member from 1 August 2015 

 Joe Docherty – lay member reappointed for an exceptional final term, to 31 July 2016 

 Susan Johnson – lay member reappointed for a second term to 31 July 2017. 
 
Mrs Barker and Dr Allen will attend Council as observers during 2014/15.   
 
Chair of College reappointments to 31 July 2015  
 

 Susan Johnson - St Aidan’s College 

 Fiona Ellis - St Cuthbert’s Society 

 Antony Long - Hild/Bede College 

 Brian Tanner - Van Mildert College 

 Nicholas Saul - St Mary’s College 
 
Annual committee membership appointments and reappointments to Council, Senate and 
Joint Committees 
 
Council approved the above proposals and agreed to advertise the staff member vacancy on 
Nominations Committee internally. 
 
b) Other matters approved 
 

 The University’s 2014/15 Budget and Financial Forecasts 

 The University’s strategy for acquiring a site at Mount Oswald  

 The business case for the New World Programme 2014/15 
 
 

4. Equality and Diversity Strategic Actions Update 
 

Council commended the Dean of Equality and Diversity for excellent progress in addressing 
actions since the report to January Council, and requested regular update reports during 2014/15. 

 
5. Durham Students’ Union Update Report 
 
Council noted the summary of recent activities and received confirmation that the Chair had 
approved amendments to the University’s data sharing agreement with the Union, to facilitate the 
Union accessing incoming student data earlier in the year.  


