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Formal approval of the appointment of Acting Vice-Chancellor 
 
This paper requests the formal approval of Senate to the appointment of Professor Ray Hudson as 
the chief academic officer and head of the institution and Warden of the Colleges, with the title 
Acting Vice-Chancellor and who shall have a general responsibility to the Council and the Senate for 

maintaining and promoting its efficiency and good order. 
 
Proposed Resolution/Action 
Senate is asked, subject to further approval by Council, to:  
 

1) Approve and recommend to Council the appointment of Professor Ray Hudson as the Vice-
Chancellor of the University and Warden of the Durham Colleges, with the title 'Acting Vice-
Chancellor', with effect from 1 October 2014 until a new Vice-Chancellor is in post and who 
shall have a general responsibility to the Council and the Senate for maintaining and promoting 

its efficiency and good order; and  
 
2) note the proposal (to be considered by Council at its meeting in July) to appoint Professor 

Ray Hudson as HEFCE Accountable Officer of the University with effect from 1 October 
2014 or such earlier date as may be agreed by the Chair of Council. 
 

Document Status  
Open 
 
Previous Committee Consideration 
A report was received and endorsed by Senate on the 29 April 2014 setting out the proposals to fill 
the role of Acting Vice-Chancellor. 
 

 
1. Acting Vice-Chancellor 

 
Statute 7(1) of the University's Statutes provide 
 
"There shall be a Vice-Chancellor of the University, who shall also be the Warden of the Durham 
Colleges. He shall have a general responsibility to the Council and the Senate for maintaining and 
promoting its efficiency and good order. He shall be appointed by the Council after consultation with 
the Senate." 

 
At its meeting on 29 April, Senate endorsed proposals to appoint Professor Ray Hudson as 
Acting Vice-Chancellor with effect from 1 October 2014 until the recruitment of the new Vice-
Chancellor. 
 
Senate is now invited to formally approve and recommend to Council the appointment of 
Professor Ray Hudson as the Vice-Chancellor of University and Warden of the Durham 
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Colleges, on an interim basis from 1 October 2014 until the recruitment of a new Vice-
Chancellor and that during this period Professor Hudson shall use the title Acting Vice-
Chancellor. 
 

2. HEFCE Accountable Officer 
The HEFCE Accountable Officer of a higher education institution is usually its Vice-Chancellor. 
It is therefore proposed that Professor Hudson takes on this responsibility and that this be 
notified to HEFCE as soon as Professor Hudson takes on all executive functions of the Vice-
Chancellor. 
 

3. Relevant Risks 
The appointment of a new Vice-Chancellor is to be reported to HEFCE together with details of 
any change in the institution's designated HEFCE Accountable Officer. HEFCE will require 
assurance that correct constitutional procedures have been followed. 
 

4. Proposed Resolution/Action/Next Steps 
 

Senate is asked, subject to further approval by Council, to:  
 
1) Approve and recommend to Council the appointment of Professor Ray Hudson as 

the Vice-Chancellor of the University and Warden of the Durham Colleges, with the 
title 'Acting Vice-Chancellor', with effect from 1 October 2014 until a new Vice-
Chancellor is in post and who shall have a general responsibility to the Council and the 

Senate for maintaining and promoting its efficiency and good order; and  
 
2)  note the proposal (to be considered by Council at its meeting in July) to appoint 

Professor Ray Hudson as HEFCE Accountable Officer of the University with effect 
from 1 October 2014 or such earlier date as may be agreed by the Chair of Council. 


