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SENIOR APPOINTMENTS 

Action Requested of Senate 

This paper is for the information of Senate. It reports Senior Appointments made by the relevant
Statutory/Appointing Committee under delegated authority from Senate and Council: 

 

1. Co-Director – Social Sciences and Health  

That Robert Barton be appointed Co-Director – Social Science and Heath at the Institute of 
Advanced Study with effect from 1st September 2013. 

Robert Barton is Professor of Evolutionary Anthropology, founder of Durham’s Evolutionary 
Anthropology Research Group, founder member of the Centre for the Co-evolution of Biology and 
Culture, and has been President of the European Human Behaviour and Evolution Association.  
He studied Psychology and Zoology at Bristol University and ever since has been interested in 
research at the intersection of evolutionary biology, psychology and cognitive neuroscience. His 
PhD was on the behavior of wild baboons, but these days he works mainly on the evolutionary 
biology of the brain. He has been based at Durham since 1992, and was Head of the Department 
of Anthropology from 2007 to 2010. More recently, he was a Visiting Fellow at All Souls College 
Oxford in 2011, participating in an international interdisciplinary project on human cognitive 
evolution, and currently holds a Leverhulme Fellowship for a project on ‘Rethinking the brain: an 
evolutionary approach’. 

2. Reader in Energy Studies  

That Simone Abram be appointed Reader in Energy Studies in the Department of Anthropology 
with effect from 15th April 2013. 
 
Simone Abram holds a DPhil (Oxon) in Social Anthropology and an MEng from Manchester in 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering. She has been Senior Lecturer at Sheffield University and 
Reader at Leeds Met University, and is Visiting Professor at Paris 8 and LAVUE (Le Laboratoire 
Architecture Ville Urbanisme Environnement), and has held visiting positions at l’EHESS (Ecole 
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales) Paris, Oslo University, Tromso University and 
Gothenburg University. Her research themes include local development and planning, in the fields 
of housing and tourism, and she has conducted ethnographic research in the UK and Norway, after 
doctoral fieldwork in central France.  

She has a total of over 70 publications. Recent publications include a monograph ‘Culture and 
Planning’ (Ashgate 2011), journal articles in international ethnographic and planning journals, and 
special issues of Ethnos and Focaal. Publications shortly to appear include edited collections: 
‘Elusive Promises: Planning in the contemporary world’ (Ashgate 2013), ‘Media, Engagement and 
Anthropological Practice: contemporary public scholarship’ (Berghahn), and articles in the Journal 
of the Royal Anthropological Association and in edited collections. She reviews for a number of 
international journals, has been a member of the Peer Review College of the AHRC, and has 
reviewed for the Norwegian, Swedish, Swiss and French research councils.  

She has been Secretary to the Association of Social Anthropologists, Member of the Council of the 
Royal Anthropological Institute (RAI), director of the RAI Ethnographic Film Festival, and is 
currently Secretary to the organizing committee of the World Congress in Anthropology.  

Her immediate aim is to make the MSc in Energy and Society a world-leading degree programme, 
and to make an innovative contribution to energy research as part of the growing community of 
energy researchers at Durham University.  
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3. Reader in Philosophy   

That Wendy Parker be appointed Reader in Philosophy in the Department of Philosophy with effect 
from 1st May 2013. 
 
Wendy Parker grew up in Iowa and Illinois in the United States. She attended Northern Illinois 
University for her undergraduate studies, majoring in both Meteorology and Philosophy. In 1997, 
she began graduate work in History and Philosophy of Science at the University of Pittsburgh. She 
completed her Ph.D. there in 2003, with a dissertation addressing questions in the methodology 
and epistemology of climate modeling. 
 
Her postdoctoral work began with a year-long Congressional Science Fellowship in the United 
States Senate. Following additional postdoctoral research positions at Boston University (History 
and Philosophy of Science) and the University of California at San Diego (Science and Technology 
Studies), she accepted a position as Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Ohio University in 2006. 
In 2011, she was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure. 
 
Her research is primarily in the area of philosophy of science. She is particularly interested in 
computer simulation modeling – especially how these models are evaluated, how they are used to 
provide evidence for scientific claims and how they can contribute to (and sometimes 
obstruct) public policy decision making. Much of her work has focused on climate modeling in 
particular. This research has been supported by grants from the U.S. National Science Foundation 
and is regularly presented to both humanistic and scientific audiences. 
 
Her research interests are also reflected in her teaching which, in addition to more traditional 
courses in philosophy of science and in ethics, has included interdisciplinary courses on: the issue 
of climate change; science, values and public policy; and modeling and computer simulation in 
science. 

4. Reader in Education  

That Emma Flynn be appointed Reader in Education in the School of Education with effect from 1st 
September 2013. 
 
Emma Flynn’s research is concerned with the transmission of information between individuals, and 
across groups, specifically investigating the factors which explain why inefficient behaviour 
persists.  Her original interests in this field began during her time at the ESRC Centre for Research 
into Development, Instruction and Training at the School of Psychology, Nottingham University 
where she completed her PhD which focused on the cognitive and social factors underpinning 
children’s social learning. She then went straight into a lectureship, and later a Research 
Fellowship, at the School of Psychology, University of St Andrews.  During her time there she 
extended her research interests beyond the ontogeny of information transmission, to the phylogeny 
looking at social learning in non-human primates.  She took up a lectureship at the School of 
Psychology, Durham University in 2007, being promoted to senior lecturer in 2012. As well as 
continuing with her original interests, her current research is taking a more applied focus, by 
looking at information transmission across a large organisation (funded by the NHS and a Durham 
University Seedcorn Award).  Her work is truly interdisciplinary having published with 
psychologists, linguistics, anthropologists, neuroscientists, primatologists, as well as an 
archaeologist.  She hopes to extend this interdisciplinarity to her new position of Reader in the 
School of Education from September 2013.  

5. Professor of Theology and Ministry  

That Mike Higton be appointed Professor of Theology and Ministry in the Department of Theology 
and Religion with effect from 1st September 2013. 

In 1991, at the beginning of the third year of his Cambridge degree, Mike Higton made a last 
minute decision to switch from maths to theology – and he hasn’t looked back since.  He 
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progressed to a diploma, then to a PhD, then to a two-year research post (switching from Clare 
College to St John’s College for the last of these).  He started his first teaching job in 1999 in 
Exeter’s Department of Lifelong Learning, overseeing evening classes in theology all over the 
South West, and developing distance learning courses.  In 2005 he moved over to the Department 
of Theology, where he taught modern Christian theology and the history of Christian doctrine.  He 
became Head of Department in 2006.  In 2010, he took up a three-year secondment to the 
Cambridge Inter-faith Programme, to develop research programmes bringing together scholars of 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and helping develop associated public education projects.  He is 
the author of several books, including A Theology of Higher Education (OUP, 2012), Christian 
Doctrine (SCM, 2008), Difficult Gospel: The Theology of Rowan Williams (SCM, 2004), Christ, 
Providence and History: The Public Theology of Hans W. Frei (Continuum, 2004), and, with Rachel 
Muers, Modern Theology (Routledge, 2012) and The Text in Play: Experiments in Reading 
Scripture (Wipf and Stock, 2012).  He is married to Hester, a historian of science who now works 
as a copy editor and proof reader, and has two children: Bridget (9) and Tom (7). 

6. Chair in Social Policy  

That Jonathan Bradshaw be appointed Chair in Social Policy at the School of Applied Social 
Sciences with effect from 1st June 2013.  
 
Jonathan Bradshaw is Professor of Social Policy (part-time) at the University of York. He has 
worked there since 1968, founding the Social Policy Research Unit and serving twice as Head of 
Department of Social Policy and Social Work. He retired in 2011. His main research interests are in 
social security policy, living standards, child well-being and comparative social policy. His most 
recent book is The well-being of children in the UK (Policy Press 2011). He is currently working on 
comparative studies of child subjective well-being with the Children’s Society and child poverty and 
social inclusion in Britain. He is the UK member of the EU expert group on social inclusion, a 
consultant to UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, on the boards of the Foundation for International 
Studies in Social Security and International Society for Child Indicators. He was made Commander 
of the British Empire and is a Fellow of the British Academy. He has recently completed reviews of 
social security in St Helena for DfID and child grants in Namibia for UNICEF. He is Chair of the 
Welfare Benefits Unit in York and on the national executive of the Child Poverty Action Group. For 
more information see  http://php.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/profiles/jrb.php 

7. Reader in Law  

That Emma Cave be appointed Reader in Law at Durham Law School with effect from 29th July 
2013. 
 
Emma Cave LLB., M.Jur, PhD, an expert in Medical Law, has been appointed Reader in Law. She 
was previously Senior Lecturer at the University of Leeds where students in the School of Law 
voted her ‘Module Tutor of the Year 2011-12’. She is co-author of a leading text book Medicine, 
Patients and the Law (5thEdn Penguin: 2011) with Margaret Brazier and author of The Mother of 
All Crimes (Ashgate: 2004). Much of Emma’s research is interdisciplinary and she looks forward to 
developing collaborations with the Centre of Ethics, Law and the Life Sciences. Her most recent 
research project was funded by the Nuffield Foundation. It focused on adolescents who withhold 
consent to life-sustaining medical treatment, exploring the potential challenges to current law and 
the ethical and clinical implications. Developing this theme, she is now researching the relationship 
between concepts of legal capacity, compulsion and vulnerability, assessing compliance of the law 
with human rights principles and developing proposals for reform. 


