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SENIOR APPOINTMENTS 

Action Requested of Senate 

This paper is for the information of Senate. It reports Senior Appointments made by the relevant 
Statutory/Appointing Committee under delegated authority from Senate and Council: 

 

1.  Professor of Economics   

That Nigar Hashimzade be appointed Professor of Economics at Durham University Business 
School with effect from 1st June 2013.  
 
Nigar Hashimzade obtained her PhD in Economics in 2003. Her previous academic career was in 
Physics, where she completed a degree of the Candidate of Physical and Mathematical Sciences 
and published a number of articles in leading international physics journals. In 1997 she was 
awarded a Muskie Fellowship to study for a Master’s degree in Economics in the United States, 
and in 1998 she won a Sage Scholarship to study for a PhD in Economics at Cornell University. 
Upon completion of the degree she joined the Department of Economics at the University of 
Exeter, where she worked first as a Lecturer and then as an Associate Professor (Reader). In 2008 
Nigar accepted an offer of a Chair in Economics at the University of Reading, where she also 
served as the Director of Research for Economics and, from 2011, as the Head of Department of 
Economics. During January-May 2009 she held a Visiting Professorship at Cornell University, 
where she was invited to collaborate on a research project and to teach a PhD-level course in 
Econometrics. Nigar’s research is in a number of areas in economic theory and econometric 
theory. Her current work is primarily in the economics of taxation and tax administration. She was a 
co-investigator for a project jointly funded by HMRC/HMT/ESRC on tax evasion in networks, and is 
currently a member of the Tax Administration Research Centre, also funded by 
HMRC/HMT/ESRC. Nigar has published in leading international journals in economics and 
econometrics and contributed to several research monographs. 

2. Reader in Medieval Theology 

That Franklin Harkins be appointed Reader in Medieval Theology in the Department of Theology 
and Religion with effect from 15th May 2013.  
 
Franklin T. Harkins is a native of North Carolina, USA, who earned a bachelors degree from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an M.Div. from Duke Divinity School before taking 
the Ph.D. in Medieval Theology from the University of Notre Dame.  Before coming to Durham, Dr 
Harkins was Assistant Professor of Theology and Medieval Studies at Fordham University in New 
York City (2007-2013).  During academic year 2010-11, he held a Mellon Fellowship at the 
Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies in Toronto, where he earned the Licentiate in Mediaeval 
Studies (L.M.S.).   
 
Dr Harkins’s primary areas of expertise are medieval scholastic theology, particularly that of the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, medieval biblical interpretation, and the history of Jewish-Christian 
relations.  He is the author of Reading and the Work of Restoration: History and Scripture in the 
Theology of Hugh of St. Victor (PIMS, 2009), editor of Transforming Relations: Essays on Jews 
and Christians throughout History in Honor of Michael A. Signer (University of Notre Dame, 2010), 
and co-editor (with Frans van Liere) of Interpretation of Scripture: Theory, Victorine Texts in 
Translation 3 (Brepols, 2012).  Dr. Harkins has published a number of articles and essays on the 
twelfth-century Parisian Abbey of St. Victor, Thomas Aquinas, and Augustine.  He is also 
interested in the Sentences of Peter Lombard and the tradition of scholastic commentary on the 
Lombard’s great book.  Dr Harkins is currently working on a little-known updated abridgment of the 
Sentences that circulated in medieval manuscripts under the title Filia magistri (“The Daughter of 
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the Master”), which promises to shed significant light on how Peter Lombard’s ‘textbook of 
theology’ was received and read ‘on the ground’ outside the universities.  

3. Professor in Engaged Humanities  

That David Herman be appointed Professor in Engaged Humanities in the Department of English 
with effect from 1st June 2013.  

David Herman comes to Durham from Ohio State University in the US, where his recent research 
and teaching have focused on areas of intersection among narrative studies, cognitive science, 
and critical animal studies. Interested in narrative practices across a range of media and genres, 
from literary fiction and graphic novels to life narratives and storytelling in face-to-face interaction, 
he is currently guest-editing a special journal issue on "Animal Worlds in Modern Fiction" and 
laying groundwork for a new book on "Narrative Pathways to Nonhuman Worlds." More generally, 
he is committed to using narrative research to facilitate genuine dialogue and exchange between 
different fields within the humanities, on the one hand, and between the humanities and the social 
and natural sciences, on the other hand. As Professor of the Engaged Humanities at Durham, he is 
eager to build on the University's strong track record in cross-departmental collaboration to 
promote "transdisciplinary" models of research and teaching--models in which specialists in the 
humanities, the social sciences, and the natural sciences team up to identify high-stakes questions 
for inquiry, and leverage their collective expertise to develop new strategies for addressing those 
questions. In undertaking this work, Herman will seek to build on some of the ideas he discusses in 
his forthcoming book, Storytelling and the Sciences of Mind, which will be published this year by 
MIT Press 

4.  Professor of Education and Wellbeing  

That Stephen Gorard be appointed Professor of Education and Wellbeing in the School of 
Education with effect from 1st May 2013.  
 
Stephen Gorard is, a Methods Expert for the US government Institute of Education Science, 
member of the ESRC Grants awarding Panel, and Academician of the Academy of Social 
Sciences. His work concerns the robust evaluation of education as a lifelong process, focused on 
issues of equity and effectiveness. He is a widely read and cited methodologist, involved in 
international and regional capacity-building activities, and used regularly as an adviser on the 
design of evaluations by central and local governments, NGOs and charities. He is currently an 
evaluator for the European Commission Directorate-General for Education and Culture, the 
Department of Work and Pensions, the Food Standards Agency, the Learning and Skills 
Information Service, and the Educational Endowment Foundation. He is working on identifying the 
causal link between attitudes, behaviour and school attainment for the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, patterns of school intakes for the British Academy, enhancing parental involvement for 
the Nuffield Foundation, multiple randomised controlled trials of policy and practice for the 
Educational Endowment Foundation, a data observatory for local communities, and improving 
social science research for the ESRC RDI. He is author of nearly 1,000 books and papers. His new 
books for 2013 are: 
 
Gorard, S. (2013) Research Design: Creating robust approaches for the social sciences, 
London:Sage (February 2013) - ISBN 978-1446249024 
and 
Gorard, S. and See, B. (2013) Overcoming Disadvantage in Education, London: Routledge (July 
2013) – ISBN 978-0415536905 

5.  Professor of Global Health Policy   

That Theodore Schrecker be appointed Professor of Global Health Policy in the School of 
Medicine, Pharmacy and Health with effect from 1st June 2013.  

Ted Schrecker is a political scientist trained at Canada’s Trent University, York University and 
University of Western Ontario.  He has many years’ professional experience in policy analysis as a 
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legislative researcher and consultant, and for the last ten years his academic research has focused 
on globalization and health.  Current research interests in this area include the politics of scarcity 
as it is invoked in health and social policy, and prospects for advancing the right to health in an era 
of austerity and multiple crises.  Ted also has a continuing research interest in issues at the 
interface of science, ethics, law and public policy and is a contributor to the fourth edition of the 
Encyclopedia of Bioethics (forthcoming in 2013).  He is editor of the Ashgate Research Companion 
to the Globalization of Health (October 2012); a four-volume collection of major works in global 
health that he co-edited with three colleagues was released in 2011 in the Sage Library of Health 
and Social Welfare.   

Ted comes to Durham from Bruyère Research Institute (affiliated with the University of Ottawa).  
From 2005 through 2011 he was a scientist with the rank of Associate Professor in that university’s 
Department of Epidemiology and Community Medicine, and in that role he coordinated the 
knowledge network on globalization that supported the work of the WHO Commission on Social 
Determinants of Health. He has also taught political science (including feminism and political 
theory) at the University of Western Ontario and environmental studies at Trent University.    

6.  Reader in Economics  

That Damian Damianov be appointed Reader in Economics at Durham University Business School 
with effect from 1st July 2013.  
 
Damian S. Damianov joined Durham Business School in July 2013 as a Reader in Economics. 
Prior to that, he served as an Assistant and Associate Professor of Economics at the University of 
Texas – Pan American and a Lecturer in Economics at Keele University. He received his PhD in 
Economics from the University of Heidelberg. 
 
His main area of research is microeconomic theory with applications to real estate, health care, 
and financial markets. He has published in international journals such as European Economic 
Review, Games and Economic Behaviour, Economic Theory, and Health Economics. 


