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SENIOR APPOINTMENTS 

Action Requested of Senate 
This paper is for the information of Senate. It reports Senior Appointments made by the relevant 
Statutory/Appointing Committee under delegated authority from Senate and Council: 

1. Reader in Composition  
That Nick Collins be appointed Reader in Composition in the Department of Music with effect from 
1st

Dr Nick Collins will be taking up the position of Reader in Composition at Durham this September 
1st. His research interests cover live computer music from machine listening and musical artificial 
intelligences to live coding and algorave, musicology of electronic music, and general computer 
music investigation from algorithmic composition to sound synthesis. He is the author of over 
seventy research publications, and a frequent international performer as composer-programmer-
pianist. Recent performances include piano and electronics recitals in Karlsruhe and Porto, and 
laptop appearances in Bristol and Oslo. He co-edited the Cambridge Companion to Electronic 
Music (Cambridge University Press 2007) and The SuperCollider Book (MIT Press, 2011), wrote 
the Introduction to Computer Music (Wiley 2009) and co-wrote Electronic Music (Cambridge 
University Press Introductions series, 2013). His background includes growing up in Burntwood, 
Staffordshire, a mathematics degree from Oxford, a masters in music technology from York, and a 
doctorate in computer music from Cambridge. He has previously worked for Sony Broadcast, 
Middlesex  and Thames Valley Universities in London, and most recently as Lecturer in Music 
Informatics at Sussex, from 2006-2013. Sometimes, he writes in the third person about himself, but 
is trying to give it up. 

 September 2013.  

2. Reader in Music Performance 
That John Snijders be appointed Reader in Music Performance in the Department of Music with 
effect from 1st

John Snijders was born in Heemskerk (the Netherlands) in 1963. He studied at the Royal 
Conservatory The Hague with Geoffrey Madge (piano), Stanley Hoogland (fortepiano) and Louis 
Andriessen (composition). 

 January 2013.  

In 1985 he won first prize at the Berlage Competition for Dutch chamber music. He performed as 
soloist with a.o. the Dutch Ballet Orchestra, The Brussels Philharmonic, The Hague Philharmonic, 
Dutch Radio Philharmonic Orchestra, Radio Chamber Orchestra and Dutch Radio Symphony 
Orchestra. Since 1988 he is a member of the Nieuw Ensemble Amsterdam. He is also the founder, 
pianist and artistic director of the Ives Ensemble. 

Both as a soloist and with these groups he has performed extensively at most major music 
festivals in Europe such as Festival d’Automne (Paris) Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival 
(UK), Wien Modern (Vienna), Ars Musica (Brussels), Musica (Strasbourg), Settembre Musica 
(Turin), Bienale di Venezia (Venice). 

Furthermore he has worked extensively as a rehearsal coach for Netherlands Opera, Dutch Travel 
Opera,  Holland Festival, WDR Köln, English National Opera. In 2008 he was teacher of piano and 
chamber music at the Festival Internacional de Inverno de Campos de Jordão (Brazil). Also in 
2008 he was awarded the Muziekgebouw Prize 2008 for the performance of NYConcerto for piano 
and chamber orchestra by Richard Rijnvos. 

He has been appointed Reader in Music Performance at Durham University from 2013. 

Several composers wrote pieces especially for him such as Gerald Barry, Christopher Fox, Richard 
Rijnvos, Gerard Brophy, Ivo van Emmerik, Rodney Sharman, Richard Ayres and Clarence Barlow. 

Snijders is especially interested in establishing connections between contemporary music and 
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contemoprary visual arts. Other focus areas include the American avant-garde, especially Morton 
Feldman and John Cage, music of extended duration, and sound art.  

3. Professor in Advanced Computational Modelling of Geohazards 
That Jim McElwaine be appointed Professor in Advanced Computational Modelling of Geohazards 
in the Department of Earth Sciences with effect from 1st

Jim Received his BA in Mathematics from Clare college, the University of Cambridge in 1992, Part 
III in 1993 and Ph.D. in 1996 under an EPSRC studentship. He then worked at the institute of Low 
Temperature Science at the University of Hokkaido in Japan for five years on snow avalanches 
and wind transport of snow, with brief spells in Grenoble and Colorado. He returned to Cambridge 
in 2001, with a Royal Society University Research Fellowship followed by an EPSRC Advanced 
Research. 

 May 2013.  

Fellowship, where he stayed for 12 years. He is currently working at the Swiss Federal Institute for 
Snow and Avalanche Research in Davos on avalanches and debris flow. He is also a senior 
scientist at the Planetary Science Institute in Tucson where we works on geophysical flows on 
Mars and other planetary bodies.  
  
His research aims to develop more general theories for granular flows by employing a variety of 
techniques including mathematical modelling, field and laboratory experiments, and numerical 
simulations. His focus is on understanding geophysical processes such as avalanches, debris 
flows and gravity currents, but his interest in these studies is a wide ranging one and also 
addresses fundamental physics problems as well as having industrial applications. 
 
He is enthusiastic about communicating science and has worked with the Millennium Math Project, 
the Royal Institution and the BBC as well as giving many talks to pupils, teachers and the general 
public. 

4. Professor of Economic Geography 
That Gavin Bridge be appointed Professor of Economic Geography in the Department of 
Geography with effect from 15th

Gavin Bridge is an economic geographer with research expertise in the political economy of natural 
resources. He received a First Class Honours Degree in Geography from the University of Oxford 
and holds a PhD from the Graduate School of Geography at Clark Univesity, Massachusetts 
(1996). His research centres on the spatial and temporal dynamics of extractive industries - oil, gas 
and mining - and has been funded by the US National Science Foundation, the National 
Geographic Society, the European Commission, the British Academy, and the UK Energy 
Research Centre. Recent projects include research on land-use changes associated with mining 
exploration and investment in the Americas, organisational and geographical restructuring in the 
international oil sector, and collaborative research to understand the implications for UK energy 
security of an evolving ‘global’ market for natural gas. He was previously Associate Professor of 
Geography at Syracuse University, New York, and held a Ciriacy-Wantrup Natural Resources 
Fellowship at the University of California-Berkeley. Prior to joining Durham University he was a 
Reader in Economic Geography at the University of Manchester (from 2005) and served as 
Research Director in the School of Environment and Development. He is the Editor of Transactions 
of the Institute of British Geographers, and was Editor of Geoforum from 2009 to 2012. He is co-
founder and Chair of the Energy Geographies Working Group of the Royal Geographical Society-
Institute of British Geographers, and a member of the Editorial Boards of Political Geography and 
Mineral Economics.  

 April 2013.  

5. Professor of Energy Economics  
That Tooraj Jamasb be appointed Professor of Energy Economics at Durham University Business 
School from 1st

Professor Jamasb is an energy economist and will pursue his research at the DUBS and in 
collaboration with the Durham Energy Institute. His research interests range from energy sector 

 March 2013.  
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reform and market liberalisation, energy networks, regulatory economics, energy policy, energy 
demand, energy issues in developing countries, to energy technology and innovation.  

 

He has previously held a post as SIRE Chair in Energy Economics, Heriot-Watt University and was 
Senior Research Associate, University of Cambridge. He is a Research Associate at Electricity 
Policy Research Group (University of Cambridge); Centre for Energy and Environmental Policy 
Research (Massachusetts Institute of Technology); and Oviedo Efficiency Group (University of 
Oviedo). He is a member of the academic advisory panel of the Northern Ireland Utility Regulator 
(UREGNI).  

Professor Jamasb has participated on research and consulting projects for the Council of 
European Energy Regulators, several European energy regulators, energy companies, Ofgem, 
Department of Energy and Climate Change, and The World Bank. He is co-editor of the inter-
disciplinary books The Future of Electricity Demand: Customers, Citizens and Loads, 2011; 
Delivering a Low-Carbon Electricity System, 2008; and Future Electricity Technologies and 
Systems, 2006; all published by Cambridge University Press.   

He holds a Ph.D. (Energy and Environmental Economics) from University of Cambridge; MSc. 
(Energy Management and Policy) from University of Pennsylvania; M.S. (Energy Management and 
Policy) from the French Institute of Petroleum; and M.E.M. (Master of Energy Management) from 
the Norwegian School of Management. 

6. Professor of International Security 
That Shaun Gregory be appointed Professor of International Security in the School of Government 
& International Affairs from 1st

Professor Shaun Gregory has been appointed Professor of International Security in the School of 
Government and International Affairs. He is the founder-director of the Pakistan Security Research 
Unit (2007 to date), and was Associate Dean in the School of Social and International Studies at 
the University of Bradford from 2009-2012. Prior to that he was Head of the Department of Peace 
Studies between 2002-2007 (and acting HoD in 2011).  He was formerly a visiting fellow at the 
Institute for Strategic Studies in Islamabad [ISSI] and at the Institute for Defense Studies and 
Analysis [IDSA] in New Delhi. He was Sir Robert Menzies Fellow at the Australian National 
University, Canberra, and has also held research posts at l’Institut Francais de Relations 
Internationales [IFRI] , l’Institut de Relations Internationales et Strageqiques [IRIS]  and was 
Visiting Professor at l’Institut d’Etudes Politiques [IEP], Sciences-Po in Paris in 2006.  

 April 2013.  

Professor Gregory has written widely on Pakistan and South Asian security with a particular focus 
on terrorism and insurgency issues; nuclear weapons issues; and state stability and cohesion. His 
latest book "Pakistan: Securing the Insecure State" is due for publication in 2014. Professor 
Gregory is a consultant to NATO and has also acted as a advisor to the UN, EU, and US Army as 
well as to the UK Foreign Office and the French Foreign Ministry. He advises a number of other 
NATO governments and their militaries. He has lectured in the UK to many organisations including 
the UK Royal College of Defence Studies [Seaford House] and the Defence Academy of the UK 
[Shrivenham] and on a number of occasions has been invited to lecture to the HoC Defence Forum 
and to give evidence to Foreign and Defence select committees. He is regularly consulted by the 
media in the UK, India, Pakistan, the US, and Australia.  

As an Anglican Professor Gregory also has a long-term interest in inter-faith issues, with a 
particular interest in the Christian community in Pakistan. He is a member of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Pakistan Advisory Group. 

7. Professor of Management  
That Edward Snape be appointed Professor of Management at Durham University Business 
School from 1st

Ed Snape will join Durham Business School on 1

 September 2013.  
st September 2013 as Professor of Management. 

He joins Durham from Hong Kong, where he was an Associate Vice President and Head of the 
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Department of Management at the Hong Kong Baptist University. He also served as director of 
HKBU’s Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) programme. Prior to joining HKBU, he taught at 
the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Strathclyde University, and the University of Bradford. He 
graduated from Durham University in economics (University College), and he has a Master’s in 
industrial relations from Cardiff and a PhD from Durham. He is a chartered member of the 
Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD). Ed Snape’s research interests include 
human resource management, diversity and equal opportunities, employee commitment, 
leadership, and industrial relations/labour studies. He has published in such journals as Academy 
of Management Journal, British Journal of Industrial Relations, Human Relations, Industrial 
Relations, Journal of Applied Psychology, Journal of Management Studies, Journal of Vocational 
Behavior, and Journal of Organizational Behavior. In addition to his teaching and research, he has 
been involved in knowledge transfer activities. For example, working with colleagues at HKBU, he 
recently completed a consultancy project for Hong Kong’s MTR Corporation, advising on the 
development of the corporation’s social responsibility strategy. 

8. Professor of Philosophy 

That Julian Reiss be appointed Professor of Philosophy in the Department of Philosophy from 1st

Julian Reiss is Professor of Philosophy at Durham University since October 2012 after previous 
appointments at Erasmus University Rotterdam, Complutense University Madrid and the London 
School of Economics. He is co-director of a new interdisciplinary research centre for engaged 
humanities. 

 
October 2012.  

Reiss studied economics and finance at the University of St Gallen and HEC Paris before doing a 
PhD in the philosophy of science at the LSE. He is the author of Error in Economics: Towards a 
More Evidence-Based Methodology (2008; Erasmus Philosophy International Research Prize), 
Philosophy of Economics: A Contemporary Introduction (2013), Causality Between Metaphysics 
and Methods (forthcoming), and some 40 papers in leading philosophy and social science journals 
and edited collections. 

In his current research Reiss focuses on questions concerned with the methodological foundations 
of the sciences (e.g., What sort of property about a fact makes a fact evidence for a hypothesis? 
When does evidence constitute proof?), the metaphysics of the sciences (e.g., What is the nature 
of causal relations? How do causal claims and counterfactuals relate?) and the intersection of 
ethics and science (e.g., How ought science to be organised so that it serves the public good? 
Where do values enter in science and how can we improve the role they play?).  

9. Professor of Social History 
That Andrew Wood be appointed Professor of Social History in the Department of History with 
effect from 1st

Andy Wood holds degrees from the University of York and Cambridge University and has held 
teaching positions at the universities of Liverpool, East London and East Anglia. He has held a 
British Academy Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship, a Leverhulme Trust Research Fellowship and 
a Fellowship at the Institute for Advanced Studies at Durham University. Wood's research area is 
English social history, c.1500-1770 and he has published four books: The politics of social conflict: 
the Peak Country, 1520-1770 (Cambridge University Press, 1999); Riot, rebellion and popular 
politics in early modern England (Palgrave Macmillan, 2002); The 1549 rebellions and the making 
of early modern England (Cambridge University Press, 2007); and The memory of the people: 
custom and popular senses of the past in early modern England (Cambridge University Press, 
2013, forthcoming). He is currently at the planning stage of a new project concerned with social 
relations, community and everyday life in Tudor and early Stuart England. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Historical Society. 

 April 2013.  
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10. Professor in Unconventional Hydrocarbons  
That Andrew Aplin be appointed Professor in Unconventional Hydrocarbons in the Department of 
Earth Sciences with effect from 1st

Andrew Aplin has a BSc 1st Class in Environmental Science from the University of East Anglia and 
a PhD in Marine Geochemistry from Imperial College. He was a Royal Society European Research 
Fellow at CRPG in Nancy, before spending six years with BP in London. He then moved to 
Newcastle University, where he was Professor of Petroleum Geoscience with two terms as Head 
of the Fossil Fuels and Environmental Geochemistry Postgraduate Institute. He is also an 
Honorary Professor at the Institute of Petroleum Engineering at Heriot Watt University and was a 
Professor in Practice with BP in 2007-08. Andrew has published around 80 journal papers and has 
twice won the annual award for the best paper published in the American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists Bulletin. He is also an Associate Editor of Marine Petroleum Geology and Petroleum 
Geoscience. He maintains close links with industry through research and teaching focussed on gas 
shales, petroleum/CO2 leakage and pore fluid pressure. Outside work he occasionally trundles 
through triathlons in the Supervet category, once “competing” against the future Olympic champion 
Alastair Brownlee – an understandably narrow defeat! 

 February 2013.  

 

 


