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Research Committee Report– 31 January 2013 

The full minutes of Research Committee, which are no longer circulated as part of the Senate agenda, can 
be found at: 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/research.office/password/research.governance/research.committee/minutes/ 

In order to facilitate effective discussion members are encouraged to raise any issues with the Chair and 
Secretary of Senate in advance of the meeting of Senate. 

 

1. Matters for Approval 

a. University Research Institute 

Senate is asked to approve the rebranding of the Institute of Medieval and Renaissance Studies (IMRS) 
as the Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies (IMEMS) to reflect its revised chronological and 
geographical scope.                   Attachment I 
 

2. Matters for Information 

a. Open Access 

The Committee considered ‘Open Access Publishing and Research Data Management: draft policies 
and procedures for the University’, and the dissemination of Open Access information to the academic 
body. The Committee made a number of recommendations including that funding to support the 
publication of all RCUK funded research papers via Gold Open Access from 1 April 2013 be 
considered; approval of the revised Open Access Policy (Document S/12/tbc); and amendments to the 
proposed Research Data Management Policy. It continues to support and encourage dissemination of 
the existing mandate that all published research papers be deposited in Durham Research Online with 
even greater force, allowing the University to argue more strongly in support of Green Open Access. 
UEC gave further consideration to Open Access at its meeting on 19 February 2013. 

b. Research Grant Award Enhancement 

The Committee agreed in principle support for the eight proposals outlined in paper ‘Growing our 
Research Community and Activity: Research Funding’ (Document S/12/tbc) and the allocation of 
responsibilities to specific groups. 

c. RCUK Equality and Diversity 

The Committee endorsed the RCUK statement of expectations for diversity and equality and noted the 
need for action at the highest levels of the University. The Committee will be making its own 
suggestions, and seeking guidance from the University’s Diversity Adviser as to how it could best 
support the institutional response. 

d. Draft International Research Profile Raising Strategy 

The Committee considered the draft international research profile raising strategy and endorsed the 
overall direction. The Committee noted that the strategy was in its early stages and that a number of 
areas had yet to be clarified, as well as the need to prioritise and assess the effectiveness of the 
proposed international research profile raising activities. UEC discussed the University’s broader Brand 
Marketing Strategy at its meeting on 26 February 2013. 

e. Leading Research 

The Committee noted the low enrolment rate of members of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities on the 
Leading Research Programme and agreed that Deputy Heads of Faculty (Research) would work with 
departments to raise awareness of the programme and identify potential delegates. 

The Committee also received an update on the proposed PGCAP Module 6: Leading Research and 
endorsed the module as an extension to the current postgraduate programme in academic practice 
(subject to approval by the Education Board of Studies). 
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3. Other Matters 
a. International Research Rankings: league table analysis 21st March 
b. Research Excellence Framework: faculty review process 
c. Breakthrough Research Microsite: next edition 
d. iTunesU: update 
e. Research Management: update  
f. Research Centres Framework: addition of impact criterion 
g. HEFCE Research Integrity Consultation: endorsement of draft response 
h. Workload models: incorporation of research (Faculty of Science) 
i. Applications and awards: reports 



 
Attachment I 

  
 

 

Institute of Medieval and Renaissance Studies 

 

Proposal for change of Institute name to: 

Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies (IMEMS) 

 

The Institute’s International Advisory Board, at its inaugural meeting on 23 June 2011, asked the 
Institute 

 

to consider whether in view of the intellectual rationale for the Institute that embraces in an 
innovative and genuine manner different disciplines and presents fundamental problems for the field 
as a whole over long periods and without reference to traditional parameters, a change of name 
might be appropriate. 

 

It also invited the Institute to revisit the later boundaries of its chronological scope and made the 
following recommendations: 

 

The distinctions and vocabulary of the Institute and its framework should be revisited, especially the 
distinction of the Renaissance, which implies only a western European focus and thus could be 
prohibitive to expansion and research in the future.  

The Institute should perhaps consider renaming itself.  The name should be responsive and emerge 
from the intellectual rationale for the Institute. It should capture the strengths of the staff and PG 
interests at Durham and demonstrate the nature of an intellectual agenda at Durham that debates, 
breaks and challenges traditional paradigms and older historiographies. Medieval and Early 
Modern Studies was suggested, but with a strong steer that the description of the intellectual 
rationale should show how flexibly such labels are interpreted within the Durham academic 
community. [emphasis added] 

 

The current Institute plan responds to these recommendations by committing the Institute to rebalance 
itself both chronologically and geographically by facilitating the involvement of colleagues with 
specialisms in the 16th and long 17th centuries, and by ensuring that its remit extends beyond western 
Europe. To achieve the first goal, it has completed a merger with the former Centre for Seventeenth 
Century Studies. 

 

Following discussion of a possible change of name within the Institute’s core executive group (director, 
associate directors and administrator), a general meeting of the Institute’s membership was held on 21 
November 2012 at which a full range of options (including retention of the Institute’s existing name) 
was debated. A consensus formed around the Director’s proposal of the name Institute of Medieval 
and Early Modern Studies. This new name facilitates incorporation of the long 17th century within the 
chronological scope of the Institute and removes the perceived western European focus implied by the 
label ‘Renaissance’. The Institute is, however, mindful that this label enjoys a resonance in the non-
academic world and undertakes to retain it within broader descriptions of its academic rationale, as 
suggested by the Advisory Board. 

 

Prof. David Cowling, Director 

23 January 2013 

 


