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Research Committee Report – 6th December 2012 

The full minutes of Research Committee, which are no longer circulated as part of the Senate agenda, can 
be found at: 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/research.office/password/research.governance/research.committee/minutes/ 

In order to facilitate effective discussion members are encouraged to raise any issues with the Chair and 
Secretary of Senate in advance of the meeting of Senate. 

1. Matters for Information 

1. COLLEGES AND RESEARCH STRATEGY 

The Committee considered an update on the implementation of the recommendations of the Colleges 
and Research Strategy Working Group in the key areas of facilities, engagement, and fundraising and 
priorities for 2012/13. The Committee noted that sustained growth of student numbers was not 
necessarily conducive to meeting the colleges’ research aims, and agreed that research postgraduate 
scholarships and postdoctoral fellowships be advertised through the new Research in Colleges 
webpage. 

2. RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION AND AWARD MONITORING 

Research Committee reviewed Faculty and University data from 1st August 2012 to 31st October 2012 
and comparative data from previous years. It was noted that although the diversity of the University’s 
research award portfolio had expanded this was not matched by an increase in total award value, and 
that recent EU success would take time to be reflected through the annual research income figures. 
Areas of concern were identified including grant inactivity within departments, reliance on large ad hoc 
grants, and over reliance on a small number of grant winners. The Committee noted the feasibility of 
achieving a growth in grant income across all areas to meet Russell Group comparators. Senate will be 
considering research grant income at its first meeting of 2013. 

3. IAS REVIEW 2011 

The Committee considered the formal response to the Five Year Review of the Institute of Advanced 
Study which provided a detailed, evidence-based response to the three priority areas identified by the 
review panel. The Committee welcomed the institute’s response and supported the key priorities 
identified by the IAS Directorate. 

4. RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK 

The Committee received a REF administrative support update and agreed that the integration of 
University Research Institute activity into the Environment Templates should be explored further. 

5. INTERNATIONALISATION 

The Committee received an update on recent partnership activity; the Matariki Network of Universities 
(MNU); and Regional Interest Groups. The Committee noted the need for a dedicated MNU budget to 
support co-ordination activities, and agreed to provide feedback regarding the development of Regional 
Interest Groups in support of the research agenda. 

6. BRITISH SCIENCE FESTIVAL 2013 

The Committee’s view was sought on engagement with the British Science Festival 2013. The 
Committee noted the potential to engage with other initiatives for example the ESRC Festival of Social 
Science in future years and agreed that the Communications Office be asked to emphasise the broad 
interpretation of ‘science’ to maximise participation in the British Science Festival. 
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7. AWARENESS OF URIs 

The Committee considered a recommendation from the Durham Law School Departmental Review 
Panel regarding mechanisms for raising awareness of University Research Institutes. The Committee 
agreed that a URI briefing paper should be circulated to new staff members and to recommend that URI 
Directors be proactive in approaching departments. 

8. WORKLOAD MODELS 

The Committee noted that the Faculty of Science was unable to confirm that research activity was 
incorporated into all departmental workload models. The Committee noted the potential for the 
incorporation of research into departmental workload models to vary the TRAC(T) data returned to 
HEFCE, and agreed to discuss workload principles further at the 31st January 2013 meeting. 

 

2. Other Matters 

 RCUK Liaison Groups: activity and engagement 
 Research Management Information System: development 
 Inaugural Lectures Series and Research Microsite: launch updates 
 Research Centres: annual reports 
 Research Governance Briefing: scheduled 8th January 2013 
 Research Committee Strategy Away Day: held 8th November 2012 

 


