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Purpose: It is not proposed to make any substantive amendments to the Standing Orders of 
Senate until after the Council-led review of governance expected during the 
2012/13 academic year. 
 
However one minor change is proposed to correct an anomaly in the process for 
filling casual vacancies of AEA members of Senate.

Recommendations: Senate approve the amended wording of the Standing Order indicated in section 2 
of the document.

Action requested: Approval 
 

Background: 

Following identification of the anomaly (which occurred in practice during the last academic year), 
the Standing Committee of the Academic Electoral Assembly proposed the amendment. 

Key Risks: 

There are no major risks associated with the change – it is a minor procedural amendment  

Next Steps: 

Following approval the revised process will be implemented with effect from the next arising casual 
vacancy. 

 

For Closed Papers:   (for guidance see http://www.dur.ac.uk/foi/staff/committeedocumentation/) 

Reason for closure: N/A

Review closure: N/A

 

Invitees to meeting: N/A 
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Standing Orders of Senate 2012/13 

1. Introduction 

It is proposed that no substantive changes to the Standing Orders of 
Senate (and Joint Standing Orders of Senate and Council) be made until 
the outcomes of the Council-led governance review are known. 

The current Standing Orders are available online at: 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/committees/standing_orders/  

There is one minor change to the Standing Orders of the Academic 
Electoral Assembly (AEA) outlined below for Senate Approval. 

2. For Senate Approval 

The Standing Orders of the AEA allow for the appointment of runners up 
in the previous election to fill casual vacancies that arise during the year. 
However, as currently worded it is possible that where there is more 
than one casual vacancy in a year the first runner up would have a 
shorter term of office than a second runner up. 

It is therefore proposed to amend as follows: (the change is indicated in 
bold) 

(n) Any casual vacancy shall be filled by the first eligible runner up 
in the most recently held election of Academic Electoral Assembly 
members of Senate. Candidates appointed as a result of a casual 
vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the term of the member 
they replace. Where there are multiple casual vacancies 
between elections the earlier appointed members shall always 
serve the longer of the remaining terms. 

 


