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DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

 
Council Report to Senate 

 
15 May 2012 

 
REF2014 Code of Practice 
 
Council endorsed the REF2014 Code of Practice. 
 
Access Agreement 
 
Council received a briefing note clarifying the implications of the recently received guidance on 
Access Agreements for 2013-14 (as noted at Senate’s last meeting). 
 
Diversity and Equality 
 
Council received a second update on the University’s progress against its Diversity and Equality 
objectives on which Council’s comment was invited. Council agreed to endorse the actions 
proposed to promote Diversity and Equality within the Framework approved by Council in October 
2010, and to request that UEC keep Council informed of progress. 
 
Offshore Presence Strategy 
 
Council received a paper and presentation from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Science) outlining 
progress on the development of a Durham Global Network and agreed to support the direction of 
travel indicated in the document, recognising that what was outlined was a first step on an 
important journey and to request that Council be kept informed of progress. 
 
Research Grant Income 
 
Council received a report and presentation from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research) prepared in 
response to follow-up to the Quarter 2 Financial Forecast, presented to Council in March 2012, 
and a parallel commission from UEC and Research Committee emerging from routine monitoring 
of research grant awards and income across departments. 
 
Council agreed that the presentation from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research) was helpful but that 
it signalled that more work and attention was needed in this area, and to request that Council be 
kept informed of progress against the recommended actions to generate a step change in 
performance. 
 
Durham University Values 
 
Council approved the Durham University Values subject to any minor amendment which the core 
team felt to be appropriate in the light of comments at the meeting.  
 
Lindisfarne Gospels 
 
Council agreed to accept the loan of the Lindisfarne Gospels to the University, subject to meeting 
the British Library’s loan conditions.  A report on the arrangements will be brought to July Council. 
 
Matters from Senate 
 
Council approved, on the recommendation of Senate, the nominations for the appointment of 
Heads of Department received from UEC; Council noted that the naming of the College Division 
was subject to further consultation. 


