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Document S/11/39b 
DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

 
Council Report to Senate 

 
22 November 2011 

 
Thanks to the Chancellor 
 
Council noted that this would be the final Council meeting before the retirement of the current 
Chancellor, Dr Bill Bryson.  Members endorsed the proposal from the Chairman that she write on 
behalf of the whole of Council to express its gratitude and appreciation for all that Bill has done for 
the University during his term as Chancellor. 
 
 
Vice-Chancellor’s Business 
 
Council received a written report from the Vice-Chancellor on key and on-going issues at UEC and 
heard orally: 
 
a) that a number of excellent appointments had been made to the recent vacancies for 

College Head positions.  He was very pleased that the University had attracted Professor 
David Held, who was a world leader in his field, and who had been appointed as the Head 
of University College. The Vice-Chancellor and Deputy Vice-Chancellor provided 
assurance to Council around the risk management role exercised by UEC in relation to this 
appointment, mindful of the governance issues at LSE. 

b) that consultation was continuing with student representatives and Colleges Heads to 
discuss detailed implementation of new accommodation/catering packages in colleges, 
including standard and short lets. 

c) that the strands of work which were in progress following the Size and Shape discussions 
at Council and UEC included those in relation to Taught Post Graduate programmes, 
Overseas Presence Strategy, marketing review, refresh of strategy for Queen’s Campus; 
international foundation programmes; and identification of research pinnacles of 
excellence. 

d) that UEC had agreed a modest increase in student numbers from 2012 and decisions had 
been criterion based. 

 
 
Council Membership 
 
Council approved: 
 
a) following the resignation of Mr John Cuthbert, the appointment of Mr Robert Gillespie as 

Acting Vice-Chair of Council and Chair of Finance and General Purposes Committee with 
immediate effect until 31 July 2012, noting that responsibility for recommending to Council 
the appointment of a Vice-Chair/Vice-Chair to take up post from 1 August 2012, lay with 
the Nominations Committee which would consider this matter at its meeting in January 
2012; 

b) the re-appointment of Mr Andrew Mitchell (lay member) and  Professor Jon Davidson and 
Professor Nick Saul (staff members) all for a second period of appointment of 3 years from 
1 August 2012. 

 
 
HEFCE Single Conversation 
 
Council considered and approved for submission to HEFCE a number of items which together 
represent the University’s annual accountability returns to HEFCE including financial statements 
for the year ended 31 July 2011, the Audit Committee’s annual report and the annual report of the 
Director of BAS. 
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Strategy and Planning 
 
Council considered and endorsed a summary document mapping progress against the Strategic 
plan showing the integration of the strategy implementation workplan, KPIs and Strategic Risk 
Register.  Council also approved the University’s KPIs report 2011. 
 
 
DSU Update  
 
Council received its second update report from the President of DSU and noted the following 
highlights: consultation in progress through a series of focus groups regarding the future 
development of Dunelm House; work on the new Student Activities Centre in Dunelm House had 
been finished; DUCK was working with NUS to establish a national charity framework within the 
student movement; and training for over 450 course representatives had been completed. 
 
Council noted the unique asset which the relationship between the JCRs and DSU represented for 
the student experience at Durham. 
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