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DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

SENIOR APPOINTMENTS 
 

Action Requested of Senate 
This paper is for the information of Senate. It reports Senior Appointments made by the relevant 
Statutory/Appointing Committee under delegated authority from Senate and Council: 
 
1. MBA Programme Director 

That Susan Miller be appointed MBA Programme Director in the Business School with effect from 12th 
September 2011. 

 
Susan Miller is returning to Durham Business School after 7 years at Hull University where she was 
Professor of Organisational Behaviour and Director of the MBA Programme.  Prior to Hull, Susan was at 
Durham Business School for 14 years where she held a variety of roles including Director of the Doctoral 
Programme and Director of Quality.    

 
Her research interests are in examining how organizations make and implement strategic decisions and 
the factors that facilitate decision success, and she has published widely in this area.  She is also 
interested in issues concerned with management education and her book, ‘The Essential MBA’, is due to 
be published by Sage in November this year. 

 
Susan has extensive international teaching experience having taught on PhD and MBA programmes in 
Jamaica, Barbados, the Gulf, Asia and the Netherlands.  She is an Accreditor for AMBA, the Association 
of MBAs, a UK-based organization that accredits MBA programmes worldwide.   She has also held a 
variety of consultancy roles advising academic institutions about quality and accreditation matters and 
was a non Executive Director of a large NHS trust for 4 years. 

 
Prior to academia, Susan had a number of years’ experience in both the public and commercial sectors.  
She has an MBA and PhD from Bradford University and is returning to Durham as MBA Director. 

 
2. Chair in Accounting 

That David McCollum-Oldroyd be appointed to a Chair in Accounting in the Business School with effect 
from 1 October 2011. 
 
David McCollum-Oldroyd spent ten years in the accountancy profession before moving into academic 
life, including five years post qualification experience with KPMG.  He is a chartered accountant and a 
graduate of the Department of History at Durham University (MPhil).  He obtained his PhD at 
Newcastle University where he has taught for the last nineteen years. 
 
The dual aims of his research are a) to understand the role of accounting in society by exploring its 
interactions within cultures and organisations and b) to improve professional practice. 
 
The rationale underlying the first aim is that the purpose of accounting is widening in society with 
improved information, communications and surveillance technology, and changes to the public sector, 
financial markets and the profession, yet the nature of the discipline is inadequately understood.  His 
approach to these issues is to examine the components of the world of accounting in an historical 
context, especially focusing on the dynamics of accounting change. 
 
He has endeavoured to enhance the relevance of accounting research to professional practice through 
his chairmanship of the Technical Committee of the British Accounting and Finance Association’s 
Financial Accounting and Reporting Special Interest Group.  All of the reports issued by the committee 
to date are highly relevant to professional practice with their emphasis on stewardship, accountability, 
prudence and situation specific, as opposed to global measurement rules.   He is also a member of the 
International Financial Reporting Standards Consult Committee of the International Association for 
Accounting Education and Research. 
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3. Chair in Physical Geography  
That Professor John Wainwright be appointed to a Chair in Physical Geography from 1 October 2011 

 
Professor John Wainwright has a BA (Archaeology and Geology) from the University of Bristol and a 
PhD, gained in 1991, also from the University of Bristol.  Professor Wainwright is currently Professor of 
Physical Geography at the University of Sheffield, a post he has held since 2005.  Prior to that he held 
several posts including Visiting Professor at the Université Louis Pasteur in Strasbourg and Professor of 
Geography at King’s College London.  He started his career as a Postdoctoral Research Assistant in the 
Department of Geography at the University of Keele in 1991. 
 
Professor Wainwright’s research interests lie in contemporary problems in erosion, with a special 
emphasis on drylands, combining hydrology, sediment transport, and ecological approaches, and using 
theoretical, experimental and modelling techniques. 
 

4. Chair in Human Geography  
That Professor Nicky Gregson be appointed to a Chair in Human Geography with effect from 1 October 
2011. 
 
Professor Nicky Gregson has a BA and PhD both in Geography, from Durham, gained in 1980 and 1983 
respectively. From 2003 until 30 September 2011 she has held the post of Chair in Geography at 
Sheffield University.  Prior to her appointment at Sheffield in 1990, she held several posts at the 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne but commenced her career at Durham in 1980 as a Departmental 
Demonstrator. 
 
Professor Gregson’s current research concentrates on consumption, materiality and waste.  She has 
published extensively and has been awarded many external research grants. 
 
 

5. Chair in English Studies 
That Professor Jonathan Hart be appointed to a Chair in English Studies with effect from 1 September 
2011. 
 
Professor Jonathan Hart has a BA, MA and PhD all from the University of Toronto and also a PhD from 
the University of Cambridge.  Professor Hart comes to Durham from the University of Alberta where he 
has held the position of Professor of English and Comparative Literature since 2004.  He has held many 
visiting appointments at Harvard, Princeton and Cambridge.  He has supervised many PhDs and serves 
as a member on several Committees including the International Comparative Literature Association.  
 
Professor Hart has published extensively and has several works in progress including an essay on 
Spenser and a book of poetry and art. 
 

6. Principal of Collingwood College 
That Professor Joe Elliott be appointed as Principal of Collingwood from 1 September 2011. 
 

7. Principal of St. Mary’s College 
That Professor Simon Hackett be appointed as Principal of St Mary’s from 19 September 2011. 
 

8. Master of Grey College 
That Professor Tom Allen be appointed as Master of Grey College from 1 October 2011. 
 

9. Master of Van Mildert  
That Professor David Harper be appointed as Master of Van Mildert with effect from 1 November 2011. 
 
Professor David Harper has a BSc gained in 1975, a PhD gained in 1979 and a DSc from the Queen’s 
University of Belfast gained in 2005. He was elected Einstein Professor by the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in 2008.  Professor Harper comes to Durham from the University of Copenhagen where he has 
held the position of Professor of Palaeontology since May 1998.  Prior to that he was Deputy Director of 
the Geological Museum at the University of Copenhagen.  He has also held posts in Norway, Ireland and 
Scotland. 
 
Professor Harper’s research interests are field and computer based, in the areas of palaeontology, 
stratigraphy and regional geology.  His initial research on the stratigraphy and palaeontology of the 
Ordovician rocks of the Girvan district has been recognised by the Edinburgh Geological Society with 
the presentation of the Clough Memorial Award. 


