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Brief description of business Item: 

This paper is for the information of Senate members 

Deadline for action/response and staff to be invited to attend meeting: (if any) 
Senate meeting 1 March 2011 

Action requested: 
             

 Approval Endorsement Comment Information 

Outcome of previous consideration of item at Committee (if any): 
n/a 

Other committee approvals obtained or required (please give date where known): 
n/a 

Does the paper contain budgetary proposals? If yes, please consult with the Director of 
Financial Planning.  
No 

Author name and contact details: 

Kate Deeming, Director of Governance Support, Ext: 46113, email: c.r.deeming@durham.ac.uk  

UEC/Senate sponsor name (where applicable):  
Carolyn Fowler, Registrar and Secretary, Ext: 46800, email: registrar@durham.ac.uk 

+Is paper to be closed? *Yes/No   If yes, please state reason 
No 

 
Please contact Kate Deeming, Director of Governance Support for advice on scheduling of items to UEC, 
Senate and Council and for further advice about closed papers.  Telephone: 46113 or email: 
c.r.deeming@durham.ac.uk 
 
Please contact Julie Waterfield, Director of Financial Planning if your paper contains budgetary proposals. 
Telephone: 46970 or email: j.d.waterfield@durham.ac.uk .  
 
Note: There is also guidance at http://www.dur.ac.uk/foi/staff/committeedocumentation/.  A closed paper will 
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* Strike through as applicable. 
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DURHAM UNIVERSITY 
 

Council Report to Senate 
 

1 February 2011 
 
 
EDUCATION STRATEGY  
 
Council was informed of the direction of travel of the work being carried out in relation to reform of the 
curriculum for UG and taught PG programmes, and to the support the University provides to its students. 
Members were invited to comment on the papers setting out draft principles in both areas, noting that 
Senate’s approval of these would be sought at its 1 March meeting.  
 
The PVC Education also provided Council with a briefing paper setting out Durham’s response to the NSS 
results for 2010. 
 
Council received and endorsed the revised Postgraduate Strategy. 
 
DRAFT CARBON MANAGEMENT PLAN (CMP) 
 
Council commented on the draft CMP prior to the final version being brought to its March meeting for 
approval and submission by the deadline of 31 March.  Council noted that the targets set were ambitious but 
necessary if the University were to succeed in making the required reductions in carbon emissions and that 
the implications of not complying were significant both in relation to audit under the Carbon Reduction 
Commitment Scheme.  The two key risks associated with the CMP were the ongoing funding requirements 
and the behavioural change needed. 
 
DURHAM ACADEMIES 
 
Council discussed the University’s position in relation to the Durham Academies Project, following 
recommendation from UEC, and agreed, after careful consideration, that there have been fundamental 
changes in the political and funding environment for Higher Education and the Academies programme since 
the Project’s inception and, given the significant impact on the University of these changes, Council felt that 
it was no longer well placed to deliver, as an academy lead sponsor, the project objectives originally 
envisaged for Durham County and the University.  Council agreed with reluctance, therefore, that the 
University was no longer in a position to remain as lead sponsor for the Academies project. 
 
The University continues to believe in the value of the Consett Academy however and will work with its 
partners in DEEP and with the County Council with the aim of identifying an alternative lead sponsor and 
thus retain the prospect of an academy in Consett and the capital investment associated with this. The 
University also retains a commitment to supporting educational attainment across County Durham and in 
Consett in particular building upon the relationships developed through the Academies project.   
 
DEPUTY WARDEN 
 
Council approved on the recommendation of the Appointment Committee, and after noting that those staff 
Senate members who had commented in response to circulation of the recommendation were very 
supportive, the appointment of Professor Graham Towl as Deputy Warden with effect from a date to be 
agreed* for an initial period of 5 years (renewable with the agreement of Council). * confirmed as 1 April 2011. 
 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
 
Council approved, on the recommendation of Senate from UEC, the nomination of the Board of the School 
that Professor Richard Giulianotti be appointed Head of Department in the School of Applied Social 
Sciences for a period of 3 years from 1 February 2011. 
 
ETHICS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Council approved, on the recommendation of Senate, revised Ethics Committee Standing Orders and 
revised University Ethics Framework. 
 
PRE-COUNCIL PRESENTATION 
 
The evening before the Council meeting Council members received a presentation on issues around the 
University’s approach to fee setting, including recruitment and fair access and noted that it was envisaged 
that there would be further dialogue and discussion around the March Council meeting. 
 


