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MINUTES 
 

62. MINUTES 
Confirmed: 

(a) the Minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2004; 
    Document TLC/03/107 – filed with the Minutes 

(b) the Report to Senate from the meeting held on 19 January 2004. 
    Document TLC/03/108 – filed with the Minutes 

63. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
(a) Centres for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (Minute 41 (c)) 

Received:  

(i) summary information relating to the terms on which CETL status 
would be awarded.  (The full documentation is on the HEFCE website, 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/Pubs/hefce/2004/04_05/);  

Document TLC/03/109 – filed with the Minutes 

(ii) an oral report from the Chairman on the preparation of bids for a 
CETL; 

Reported: 

(i) that bids notified to date were as follows: 
• collaborative bids (Durham as lead HEI): Computer Science, 

Biology/Earth Sciences; 
• collaborative bids (Newcastle as lead HEI): Music, Medicine; 
• independent Durham bids: ITS/DUO, Physics, Engineering, 

Economics/Business; 
• possible involvement in other collaborative bids: Chemistry 

(leader: Oxford); Mathematics (leader: York); 

(ii) that the Durham bids had been considered by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
and Deans/Deputy Deans so that feedback could be given and bids 
revised before a final selection took place.  Revised bids had been 
requested for 7 April; 

(iii) that the Music and Medicine bids had a strong regional dimension. 

(b) Admissions, October 2003 Entry (Minute 41 (e)) 

 Received:  

 (i) the January 2004 report to UEC on admissions; 
    Document TLC/03/110 – filed with the Minutes 
 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/Pubs/hefce/2004/04_05/


(ii) feedback from the Head of Undergraduate Admissions on the policy 
for making offers in Law;    

Document TLC/03/111 – filed with the Minutes 

Considered: 
(i) issues arising from this; 

(ii) a proposal from the Head of Undergraduate Admissions for an 
Admissions Taskforce to address concerns about application and 
entry figures.  It was suggested that the Taskforce should initially work 
with Computer Science, Human Sciences and Education Studies 
which were having difficulty recruiting;   

Document TLC/03/112 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: 

(i) that the University remained popular with applicants and that better 
information was available on the social profile of applicants and 
entrants; 

(ii) that the Department of Law wished to make a differential offer of ABC 
(against a standard offer of AAA) to local applicants on the basis that 
this had been their standard offer in 1991.  However grade inflation 
had occurred since then and the University had a clear policy of 
widening participation without reducing academic standards.  It was 
also important to ensure equity for all groups of students in the 
admissions process, and this had to include those predicted high 
grades and/or from outside the region; 

(iii) that the Head of Undergraduate Admissions recommended a 
differential offer of no less than ABB; 

(iv) that the effect of the entrance test for Law applicants in which Durham 
would be participating in the 2004/5 entry cycle could not be 
anticipated; 

Agreed: 

(i) that the Department of Law be permitted to make a differential offer of 
not less than ABB to local and/or widening participation applicants; 

(ii) that the proposed Admissions Taskforce be approved on the 
understanding that the meetings would be with appropriate 
representatives of the departments concerned. 

(c) Examinations and Assessment Report (Minute 41 (f)) 

Considered:  proposals from Dr Gregory-Smith, Mr Heesom and colleagues in 
SPA on procedures for reporting issues of concern and irregularity to Heads 
of Departments and Deans;    

Document TLC/03/113 – filed with the Minutes 
Noted: 

(i) that the proposed ‘venue report form’ would allow invigilators to make 
comments in confidence about any aspects of the invigilation process 
or the venue; 

(ii) that a database would be maintained to facilitate reporting problems to 
Heads of Departments, Deans and others; 

(iii) that where departments had given students inaccurate information 
about the duration of an examination (and where this was in the 
candidates’ favour in comparison with the approved timing) this had to 
be honoured.  However it was essential that this be approved through 
the Undergraduate Section by the Dean/Deputy Dean and not simply 
by negotiation between the department and SPA; 
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Agreed: that the proposals be approved for implementation by SPA with the 
addition of the requirement that all changes to the duration of an examination, 
irrespective of the context or reason, be submitted for approval to the 
Undergraduate Section. 

(d) Employability Strategy (Minute 41 (h)) 

Considered: feedback from faculty TLCs and Senior Tutors’ Committee on 
appropriate action to implement the Employability Strategy. 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
Document TLC/03/114 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Health   
Document TLC/03/115 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Science Document TLC/03/116 – filed with the Minutes 
Senior Tutors Committee     

Document TLC/03/117 – filed with the Minutes 

Reported: that the Deputy Academic Registrar and Head of CAS were 
discussing means of raising awareness of employability issues.  Suggestions 
included providing TLC with summaries of first destination data so that areas 
of good practice or concern could be identified, and arranging a forum in 
which academics and employers could meet for a ‘question and answer’ 
session; 

Noted: 

(i) that faculties were supportive of the Employability Strategy but that a 
more pro-active approach was needed to raise awareness of the 
issues.  This would be more effective on a targeted basis (eg by 
department) even if this could only be infrequent, than on a more 
general basis (as proposed in the forum reported above); 

(ii) that PDPs were to be made available to postgraduates as well as 
undergraduates and that therefore the changes suggested by the 
Senior Tutors’ Committee were unnecessary; 

(iii) that increased awareness of employability issues might help 
colleagues writing references for students to articulate the links 
between their experience at Durham and their chosen career; 

Agreed: that the CAS should act as the link and mediator in respect of 
employability issues for members of academic staff and should be asked to 
devise a programme of awareness-raising reflecting current employment 
issues.        (Action: BO/CR) 

(e) Teaching Quality Information Requirements (Minute 41(i)) 

Considered: revised summaries of University Review reports for 2002/03 for 
publication;  Document TLC/03/118 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: that these reports provided more focused summaries of the overview 
of the programmes reviewed in line with the final guidance; 

Agreed: that the revised summaries be approved for publication. 

(f) Degree Classifications (Minute 48) 

Considered: revised summaries of degree classification results for the 
summer of 2003; Document TLC/03/119 – filed with the Minutes 

Received: commentaries on the data prepared by the Chairman and 
Secretary; (Tabled; filed with the Minutes) 
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Noted: 

(i) that the comparative data for 2002 and 2003 indicated an 
improvement in the number of firsts and 2:1s.  In some cases small 
numbers of students could effect a significant percentage change.  
Social Sciences and Health still offered fewer firsts than the other two 
faculties, and this was true of Durham-based programmes as well as 
of the faculty as a whole which included programmes at Queen’s; 

(ii) that increasing numbers of firsts in Combined Honours probably 
reflected the increasing use of the top of the mark range across all 
subject areas; 

(iii) that the Faculty of Science continued to award more first and thirds.  
This was likely to be in line with national trends, although many other 
universities admitted students in science with lower entry grades than 
in arts and social science; 

(iv) that it would be helpful to plot the average A level points score against 
the degree classifications but that it was more difficult to draw 
conclusions from this in subject areas where most students had the 
same high entry grades; 

(v) that if more detailed statistical analysis were to be undertaken (eg by 
the new Planning Unit or by the Department of Mathematical 
Sciences) it would be necessary to be very clear what questions were 
to be addressed; 

(vi) that a significant number of firsts were being awarded on the basis of 
an average below 70%.  This might in some cases be explained by 
medical evidence but there was concern that it might also reflect 
reluctance to mark high enough the scale to secure a 70% average for 
deserving candidates.  If Boards of Examiners were routinely using 
discretion to address this, action should be taken to consider whether 
higher marks should be awarded for individual pieces of work; 

(vii) that the number of programmes in which the final-year average mark 
was lower than the average for the penultimate year was a matter of 
concern.  In some cases this included programmes on which students 
had spent a year abroad.  This was in conflict with the received 
wisdom that such an experience enhanced student achievement; 

(viii) that the Registrar had, via UEC, asked all departments to nominate 6 
comparator HEIs on which HESA data could be obtained.  It was not 
clear how far this had been progressed; 

Agreed: 

(i) that departments be asked to consider degree classification profiles 
after the June 2004 assessment period and report in detail to faculty 
TLCs in the Michaelmas Term, taking account of the points noted 
above; 

(ii) that departments be again reminded of the importance of giving full 
credit to work of high standard; 

(iii) that the Chairman establish what progress had been made in 
obtaining comparative data.    (Action: AB) 

(g) Suspended Modules (Minute 54) 

Considered: responses from faculty TLCs to the proposal that modules which 
had not run recently should be withdrawn; 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
Document TLC/03/120 – filed with the Minutes 
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Faculty of Social Sciences and Health   
Document TLC/03/121 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Science Document TLC/03/122 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: that there was general support for a requirement to revalidate a 
module which had not run for 2-3 years to ensure that its learning outcomes 
were still appropriate; 

Agreed: that the Head of the Undergraduate Section be asked to devise a 
procedure for alerting departments to modules which had not run for 2 years, 
to seek clarification as to whether they should be withdrawn, and, if they were 
to be reinstated, to revalidate the module details.  (Action: BO) 

(h) Resits at Level 2 (Minute 55) 

Considered: feedback from faculty TLCs on the proposal to introduce a form 
to log advice to students resitting Level 2 assessments after failing 60 credits: 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
Document TLC/03/123 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Health   
Document TLC/03/124 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Science Document TLC/03/125 – filed with the Minutes 

(A further copy of the proposal was attached for reference); 
   Document TLC/03/126 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: 

(i) that it would be important to remind departments of the possibility of 
such advice being needed, of the need to ensure that colleagues were 
available in June to give such advice and of the advisability of keeping 
a note of any such conversations or copies of e-mails in the student’s 
file; 

(ii) that the students should be made aware of their responsibility to take 
advantage of such advice; 

Agreed: that the draft resit advice form be not adopted but form the basis of 
guidance notes to departments, together with a statement on the resit 
registration form clarifying the student’s responsibility, and that this be 
brought back to the next meeting of TLC with a view to immediate 
implementation.      (Action: BO) 

(i) Postgraduate Certificate in Teaching and Learning in Higher Education 
(Minute 56) 

Reported: that the Chairwoman of Graduate School Committee had indicated 
that this was a matter for HR Strategy and Academic Staffing Committee and 
that the Chairman had referred the issues to that group. 

(j) Developmental Engagement in Community and Youth Work (Minute 58) 

Reported: that the response received from CYW and SPA as requested by 
TLC regarding the claim by CYW that central data was inaccurate was 
entirely inappropriate and that a further meeting was to be held including the 
Deputy Academic Registrar. 

64. REPORT FROM SENATE 
Received: an extract from the minutes of Senate meetings held on 3 February 2004.
    Document TLC/03/127 – filed with the Minutes 
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65. MATTERS OF REPORT 
(a) Revisions to Regulations 

Reported:  that the Chairman had taken action to approve revisions to 
regulations as follows with effect from October 2004: 
(i) BA in Theology; Theology (European Studies); Philosophy and 

Theology; Music and Theology; Theology option in Combined 
Honours in Arts; 

(ii) BA and BSc in Psychology; BA in Psychology and Sociology, 
Philosophy and Psychology; 

(iii) BA English Literature; 
(iv) BA History; 
(v) BA European Studies 
(vi) BA Business Economics, Finance with a European Language, 

Finance (European Language), Business Finance, Business, 
Economics, Economics and Politics; 

(vii) BA and BSc Psychology; Psychology and Sociology; 
(viii) BSc Chemistry; MChem; MChem (Industrial Route); MChem 

(International Route); 
(ix) BA Politics; Politics (European Studies); Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics; Chinese/Japanese with Politics; Economics/Philosophy 
and Politics; Politics modules offers in Combined Honours in Social 
Sciences; 

(x) BA Theology; Music/Philosophy and Theology; Theology modules 
offered in Combined Honours in Arts; 

(xi) BEng General Engineering; MEng General Engineering; 
(xii) Changes of programme names in the School of Modern European 

Languages to accommodate the inclusion of Arabic with effect from 
the October 2004 intake: 
• BA Modern European Languages to become BA Modern 

Languages; 
• BA Modern European Languages and History to become BA 

Modern Languages and History; 
• BA Modern European Languages and Music to become BA 

Modern Languages and Music. 
Programme names for students entering in October 2003 or earlier 
remain unchanged; 

(xiii) BA History and Politics; History with Russian; 
(xiv) BA Philosophy and Psychology; 
(xv) BA and BSc in Mathematics (European Studies); BSc Mathematics; 

MMath; 
(xvi) withdrawal of Ordinary degree streams previously offered by 

Computer Science, Earth Sciences, Engineering, Mathematics, 
Physics and Psychology; 

(xvii) change of the name of the BA in Modern European Languages (T900) 
to BA in Modern Languages to take account of the addition of Arabic 
with effect from October 2004; 

(xviii) BA in Modern Languages; 
(xix) BSc Biomedical Sciences; 
(xx) BSc and MSci Natural Sciences; 
(xxi) BSc Primary Education for ICT Specialists; 
(xxii) BA Primary Education; 
(xxiii) BA and BSc in Geography; 
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(xxiv) BA Anthropology and Archaeology/Sociology; BA in Anthropology; 
(xxv) BA in Music; 
(xxvi) withdrawal of the following programmes with effect from October 2004 

(the final cohorts of students graduate in June 2004): BA Russian, 
Russian and Politics; Russian and Eastern European Area Studies; 

(xxvii) BA Education Studies: new routes with Mathematics and Psychology; 
(xxviii) BA History with French, German; 
(xxix) BA Education Studies: revisions to existing regulations for routes with 

English Studies, Geography, History. 

(b) New Programmes in Classics 

 Reported:  
(i) that the Chairman had taken action to recommend to Senate, on the 

recommendation of a validation panel, approval of revised 
undergraduate programmes in Classics with effect from October 2004 
as follows: 

 BA Classics 
 BA Classical Past 
 BA Ancient History 
 BA Classics (European Studies) 
 BA Classics Past (European Studies) 
 BA Ancient History (European Studies) 

(ii) that these had been approved by Senate.  (Copies of the 
documentation are available from the Secretary on request.) 

(c) Colleges’ Review of St Aidan’s College 

 Reported: that the Chairman had taken action to approve the review team for 
St Aidan’s College; Document TLC/03/128 – filed with the Minutes 

(d) Bursaries Offered by the University 

 Received: a list of bursaries available;   
Document TLC/03/129 – filed with the Minutes 

(e) Fund for the Development of Teaching and Learning 

 Reported: 

(i) that the FDTL5 application submitted by the Department of Classics 
(Texts Transformed) had passed the first round of the bidding process 
and that Dr Graziosi had been invited to submit a full bid for the 
second stage of the process; 

(ii) that the consortium bids in which Dr Knights (English), the Department 
of Archaeology and Professor Meyer (CLTRHE) were involved had 
also passed the first round of the bidding process; 

(iii) that the bid submitted by the Department of Theology had not been 
successful. 

66. CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 
None. 

67. AUDIT FEBRUARY 2004 
Received: a report from the Chairman on the QAA Audit; 
    Document TLC/03/129A – filed with the Minutes 
Considered: how TLC wished to progress the process of addressing the action points 
resulting from the Audit Report. 
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Noted: 

(a) that the University had received a judgement of broad confidence and was 
expecting only one ‘advisable’ recommendation, in respect of annual review 
and departmental teaching and learning strategies which had already been 
anticipated in the SED; 

(b) that it was pleasing to see references to good practice in the validated partner 
colleges and in the management of distance learning; 

(c) that development in respect of TQI and the academic infrastructure were 
acknowledged as being in line with QAA expectations; 

Agreed: that a working group be established to consider a response to the audit 
report, when received, to consist of: the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, the Dean of Arts and 
Humanities, the Associate Dean of Science, Professor R Boyne, the DSU Education 
and Welfare Officer and the Deputy Academic Registrar.  This would ensure 
coverage of all the faculties, the colleges and student representation; the group 
would also consult widely with other colleagues as required. 

68. ACCREDITATION VISITS AND SUBMISSIONS 
Reported: the following outcomes of accreditation visits and submissions: 

(a) Careers Advisory Service – Matrix Standard awarded in careers guidance by 
the Guidance Accreditation Board for the maximum 2 years; 

(b) British Psychological Society – accreditation for Psychology programmes as 
detailed in the attached letter for 5 cohorts from 2003/4; 

Document TLC/03/130 – filed with the Minutes 
(c) Geological Society – accreditation for Earth Sciences programmes as 

detailed in the attached letter for 6 years.  Some Level 2 students taking Joint 
Honours or Natural Sciences programmes would not be eligible for 
accreditation because of changes to the pathways required by the Geological 
Society including the number and type of geology modules;  

Document TLC/03/131 – filed with the Minutes 

(d) Law Society – accreditation for an unspecified period for the LLB programmes 
in Law, European Legal Studies and Law with Economics/Politics/Society.  
(The ‘Law with’ programmes were accredited for their final cohorts despite 
failing to reach the required number of credits in Law); 

(e) Postgraduate Certificate in Teaching and Learning – accreditation by the ILT 
including recognition of the last cohort of students taking the previous version 
of the programme; 

Noted: that details of the accreditation for the various pathways in Earth Sciences 
would be made clear in the regulations. 

69. QAA DRAFT CODES OF PRACTICE 
Considered: 

(a) comments on the draft Code of Practice on Collaborative Provision, Flexible 
and Distributed Learning (including e-learning);  

Document TLC/03/132 – filed with the Minutes 

(b) comments on the draft guidelines on the Accreditation of Prior Learning; 
    Document TLC/03/133 – filed with the Minutes 

Reported: that the Research Intensive Universities and representatives of HE at the 
QAA ‘round table’ consultations had also expressed concern about the linkage of 
collaborative provision with flexible and distance learning; 

Noted: 

(a) that the draft Code of Practice was confusing and unhelpful; 
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(b) that the status of the ‘guidelines’ on APL was similarly unhelpful; 

Agreed: that the draft responses be approved and forwarded to QAA with an 
indication of the views expressed above.    (Action: BO) 

70. ANNUAL REVIEW 2002/03 
Considered: the reports of the Deans/Deputy Deans and Associate Deans on the 
Annual Review reports for 2002/03: 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities     
Document TLC/03/134 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Health    
Document TLC/03/135 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Science  Document TLC/03/136 – filed with the Minutes 

Reported: 

(a) that the standard of Annual Review in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities had 
improved and that departments had addressed all the issues of substance 
raised by the Dean; 

(b) that Social Sciences and Health had noted the difficulty of involving students 
in the process at the time of the final meeting in the summer.  This problem 
was alleviated if the annual review was seen as the culmination of a process 
throughout the year.  However it was essential to draw this process together 
in a final strategic meeting which would crystallise issues, otherwise the 
review process ceased to be visible – which was one of the concerns of the 
QAA auditors; 

(c) that in the Science Faculty one department had failed to hold an Annual 
Review meeting.  Concern had been expressed by Faculty TLC about the 
paperwork associated with quality assurance. 

71. REPORTS ON BOARDS OF EXAMINERS MEETINGS AND EXTERNAL 
REPORTS FOR 2002/03 
Considered: 

(a) reports from the Deans/Deputy Deans on the Boards of Examiners and the 
reports of external examiners for 2002/03: 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
Document TLC/03/137 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Health   
Document TLC/03/138 – filed with the Minutes 

Faculty of Science Document TLC/03/139 – filed with the Minutes 

(b) the Pro-Vice-Chancellor’s report on the Boards of Examiners and the external 
examiners’ reports on the Combined Honours and Natural Sciences 
programmes;  Document TLC/03/140 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: 

(a) that externals in all faculties had indicated dislike of the new report form, 
although in Social Sciences and Health this was only 7/120 externals; 

(b) that the form had failed to achieve the objective of encouraging externals to 
provide more focused details about the curriculum and teaching, learning and 
assessment; 

(c) that some externals had objected to the use of the terms ‘learning outcomes’, 
‘benchmarks’ etc which some claimed not to understand.  This was a matter 
of real concern give the HE sector’s emphasis on external examiners in the 
robust maintenance of quality and standards.  This was likely to be addressed 
in the national move towards training for external examiners; 
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(d) that it would not be possible to change the forms for 2004 since forms had 
been issued some months ago.  However consideration should be given to 
revising the forms for 2005 to include ‘prompts’ in respect of key quality and 
standards issues but within a different format which would also encourage 
broader comment; 

(e) that other issues raised included quoracy (which TLC was already 
addressing), plagiarism and the late return of forms by some externals; 

(f) that externals were in general very positive about the quality of the 
assessment process and of the related documentation such as assessment 
criteria; 

(g) that concern had been expressed by the moderator for Natural Sciences that 
a number of internal examiners had left the meeting before it ended.  This 
was because the meeting had lasted a long time as a result of problems with 
the mark-sheets which had since been resolved.  Although there was 
potential for this to affect the assessment process, the Moderator did not 
believe that any student had been disadvantaged by the situation; 

Agreed: that the Chairman convene a working group to consider revising the report 
form for 2005.        (Action: AB, BO) 

72. DIVERSITY AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
Considered: extracts from the Report on the University’s Diversity Programme, 
relevant to teaching and learning.     

Document TLC/03/141 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: 

(a) that there was no evidence of any prejudice or bias in the admissions 
procedures; 

(b) that the lower proportion of students from ethnic minorities obtaining firsts and 
2:1s was a matter of concern.  It might be difficult to review this at 
departmental or programme level where the student numbers were extremely 
low but it required further exploration; 

(c) that females also obtained fewer firsts and it would be important to consider 
whether ethnic minority students were also typically female; 

(d) that some departments did not understand that there could be an inherent 
bias in their modes of teaching or assessment which would be entirely 
separate from any issue of prejudice in the treatment of individuals; 

(e) that some forms of analysis might indicate that the difference in the degree 
classes awarded by gender was significant; 

(f) that it might be helpful to use focus groups to explore the experience of 
students from ethnic minorities; 

Agreed: that these comments be passed on to the Diversity Officer. 

73. PUBLICATION OF TQI DATA 
Received: 

(a) the revised calendar for the publication of TQI data;  
Document TLC/03/142 – filed with the Minutes 

(b) an update from the Deputy Academic Registrar on progress at Durham 
towards the publication of TQI.    

Document TLC/03/143 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: 

(a) that the documentation provided showed the overall structure of the external 
HERO site and the internal ‘virtual programme specification’ site constructed 
by Steve Bradley of the ITS; 
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(b) that the HERO site included data which would be uploaded nationally from 
HESA returns and other information which each HEI would upload; 

(c) the risk of discrepancies between this and departmental websites.  It was 
hoped that the central database with running module information would help 
address this because departments would be encouraged to access this for 
their own websites; 

(d) that if external examiners disagreed in their assessment of quality and 
standards attempts would be made to reach agreement for publication but 
that in an extreme case it might be necessary to upload more than one report.  
These could be headed <subject, report 1> and <subject, report 2>; 

(e) that resourcing was being identified to retrieve programme details required for 
the virtual programme specifications from the paper-based specifications 
approved to date.  Once the back-log had been cleared regular up-loading of 
new specifications could be absorbed within the routine workload associated 
with University Review and new programme approval; 

Agreed: that the headers for summaries of external examiners’ reports be titled 
<subject, undergraduate>, <subject, postgraduate>.  This would cover default 
awards and contributions to combined and joint programmes without requiring 
excessive detail.  Where different externals were allocated to different programmes 
this would be flagged. 

74. TLC STRATEGY SUB-COMMITTEE 
Received: the minutes of the meeting held on 5 February 2004;  

Document TLC/03/144 – filed with the Minutes 
Considered: any issues arising; 
Noted: 
(a) that it might be necessary to consider further interim arrangements for 

academic staff development; 
(b) that a decision not to admit students below the age of 18 might adversely 

affect Scottish applicants.  The Head of Undergraduate Admissions was 
seeking more information about this in the context of the sector as a whole; 

(c) that consultation on the Elvet Riverside project was being undertaken by 
Estates and Buildings in addition to the route through TLC.  Members of the 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities had indicated a need for facilities to show 
extracts from videos and DVDs. 

75. UNIVERSITY REVIEW OF ENGLISH 
Reported: that a University Review of the Department of English Studies was 
undertaken on 4-5 November 2003; 

Received: 

(a) the review report; Document TLC/03/145 – filed with the Minutes 

(b) the revalidation proposal for undergraduate programmes; 
    Document TLC/03/146 – filed with the Minutes 
Considered: 

(a) recommending to Senate revalidation of the programmes listed for six years 
from October 2004; 

(b) approval of the summary of the report for publication; 
Document TLC/03/147 – filed with the Minutes 

Recommended: that Senate revalidate the programmes listed for six years with 
effect from October 2004. 
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76. UNIVERSITY REVIEW OF FOUNDATION YEAR 
Reported: that a University Review of the Foundation Year was undertaken on 11 
December 2003; 

Received: 

(a) the review report; Document TLC/03/148 – filed with the Minutes 

(b) the revalidation proposal;     
Document TLC/03/149 – filed with the Minutes 

Considered: 

(a) recommending to Senate revalidation of the programme for three years in the 
first instance; 

(b) approval of the summary of the report for publication; 
Document TLC/03/150 – filed with the Minutes 

Recommended: that Senate revalidate the Foundation Year for three years with 
effect from October 2004. 

77. COLLEGES REVIEW OF TREVELYAN COLLEGE 
Considered: the review report on Trevelyan College (undertaken 4 December 2003); 
    Document TLC/03/151 – filed with the Minutes 

Noted: 

(a) that this was the first college review and that thanks were due to Trevelyan 
College for engaging positively in the process; 

(b) that two reviews had now been conducted and that examples of good practice 
were becoming evident. 

78. QUORACY OF BOARDS OF EXAMINERS 
Considered: 

(a) the comments of faculty TLCs on alternative quoracy rules in the light of 
discussion at TLC (Minute 10 of TLC 13 October 2003 refers); 

 Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
Document TLC/03/152 – filed with the Minutes 

 Faculty of Social Sciences and Health   
Document TLC/03/153 – filed with the Minutes 

 Faculty of Science Document TLC/03/154 – filed with the Minutes 
(b) a proposal for an alternative quoracy rule for 2004/05; 

Agreed: 

(a) that Deans and Deputy Deans be authorised to give permission to 
departments for alternative quoracy arrangements; 

(b) that further discussion of this item be deferred to the next meeting. 

79. FACULTY OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES TLC SUB-COMMITTEE 
Received: the minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2004; 
    Document TLC/03/155 – filed with the Minutes 

Considered: issues of concern or interest, as follows: 

(a) report on annual programme review (Minute 3); 

(b) student induction (Minute 4); 

(c) data provided for annual review (Minute 5(d)); 

(d) degree classifications (Minute 5(h)); 
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(e) induction of postgraduates engaged in teaching and demonstrating (Minute 
5(n)); 

(f) comments on the placement learning guidelines (Minute 9(a)); 

(g) admissions (Minute 9(b)); 

Reported: 

(a) that departments had felt that student induction had gone well; 

(b) that there was interest in the possibility of providing follow-up sessions for 
postgraduates on the pedagogical issues involved in teaching and 
demonstrating, but concern about the cost if it were necessary to pay 
postgraduates to attend; 

(c) that the issues raised in relation to insurance for placements were being 
discussed with the University’s insurers who had assisted with drafting the 
current text. 

80. FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HEALTH TLC SUB-COMMITTEE 
Received: the minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2004; 
    Document TLC/03/156 – filed with the Minutes 

Considered: issues of concern or interest, as follows: 

(a) annual review (Minute 14); 

(b) student induction (Minute 15); 

(c) induction of postgraduates engaged in teaching and demonstrating (Minute 
16(o)); 

Reported: 

(a) that registration was felt to be the key issue for induction but that this was 
being addressed at university level; 

(b) that there remained concern about the gap between the central induction 
session for postgraduates engaged in teaching and demonstrating and the 
on-going support provided by departments. 

81. FACULTY OF SCIENCE TLC SUB-COMMITTEE 
Received: the minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2004; 
    Document TLC/03/157 – filed with the Minutes 
Considered: issues of concern or interest, as follows: 

(a) annual review reports (Minute 14); 

(b) student induction (Minute 15); 

(c) data provided for annual review (Minute 16(a)); 

(d) degree classifications (Minute 16(f)); 

(e) induction of postgraduates engaged in teaching and demonstrating (Minute 
18); 

Reported: 

(a) that the calculations in respect of student progression had not been flawed 
because no students involved would have required Level 2 resits (Minute 13 
(g) refers); 

(b) that there were continued concerns about the registration process within 
induction; 

(c) that the faculty wanted a higher weighting for Level 3 marks in the weighted 
mean degree classification (possibly 70:30 instead of 60:40); 
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Noted: 

(a) that 60:40 had been a compromise when the weighted mean was introduced 
across the whole university, taking into account the desire of science subjects 
for a higher Level 3 weighting and the concern of non-linear subjects in Arts 
and Humanities that undue weight should not be given to the final year; 

(b) that in some programmes the final year average was below that of the 
penultimate year (cf item 63 (f) above); 

(c) that as the University was due to classify across all subjects using the 
weighted mean for the first time this year it would not be helpful to seek to 
change the weighting at this stage. 

82. PROVISION OF INDIVIDUAL MODULES 
Reported: 
(a) that the University had received a request from Universities from the North-

East and the RDA (One NorthEast) to contribute to a database of individual 
modules which could be taken by local residents in connection with work on 
neighbourhood renewal or regeneration; 

(b) that the University currently permitted people to register for individual 
modules under the Occasional Student scheme but that this did not entitle 
them to tutorial support, assessment, access to learning resources or receipt 
of credit (in effect participants could simply ‘sit in’ on lectures); 

Considered: whether to revise this policy; 

Noted: that this raised potentially significant resourcing issues.  However such an 
approach might contribute to the provision of short courses; 

Agreed: that the Chairman and Secretary discuss this further with the Head of 
Undergraduate Admissions and report back to TLC in due course. (Action: BO,AB) 

83. DUTIES OF BOARDS OF EXAMINERS 
Considered: a proposal arising from the annual review of appeals that the 
Deans/Deputy Deans with the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Deputy Academic Registrar and 
Head of SPA compile a checklist of items which Boards of Examiners should 
undertake; 

Agreed: that this be progressed.     (Action: BO) 

84. PROGRAMME APPROVAL: COMBINED HONOURS IN ARTS AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 
Considered:  

(a) approval of revised BA programmes in Combined Honours in Arts and in 
Social Sciences including named routes; 

    Document TLC/03/158 – filed with the Minutes 
(b) as a consequence revalidation of the Combined Honours in Arts programme 

for the full six years following the University Review of 2 May 2002, with effect 
from October 2002.  (Revalidation had previously been given for two years 
pending revision of the programme specification.) 

Agreed: that the revised programme specification and regulations be approved; 

Recommended: that Senate approve the extension of revalidation of the BA in 
Combined Honours in Arts for a total of six years with effect from October 2002. 

85. KEEPING OF TERM REGULATIONS 
Considered: a proposal from Dr Dave Robson for a minor amendment to the Keeping 
of Term regulations;  Document TLC/03/159 – filed with the Minutes 
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Recommended: that Senate approve the amendment of Keeping of Term regulation 
3 (a) (ii) to read ‘period should therefore be extended for a specified period (normally 
not more than 4 weeks)’ with effect from October 2004. 

86. DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2003/4 
Reported: that meetings of TLC for 2003/04 were scheduled as follows: 
 Friday 30 April 2004  9:15am 
 Monday 7 June 2004  2:15pm 
 Monday 5 July 2004  2:15pm 
 


