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DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

SENATE 

3 May 2011 

Present: The Vice-Chancellor and Warden (Professor C F Higgins) (in the Chair), Professor D 
Beyleveld, Professor G Boys-Stones, Professor A Broderick, Professor T P Burt, Dr M Cazzoli-Goeta, Dr D 
Chow, Professor T A R Clark, Professor M Clayton, Professor R A E Coningham, Professor D J Cowling, 
Professor R Crouch, Professor A C Darnell, Mr M Davenport, Professor R Davies, Professor A Deeks, 
Professor R Dixon, Professor A Ehteshami, Professor J S O Evans, Professor A Forster, Dr S F Frenk, 
Professor Richard Giulianotti, Professor J Gluyas, Professor A Guariglia, Dr R Hill, Professor R Hudson, 
Professor P J Hussey, Ms C Hyde Wesson, , Professor P Mansfield, Dr C McEwan, Professor T C B McLeish, 
Professor R C Michie, Dr A R Millard, Professor S Morris, Professor P O' Meara, Professor J M Painter, Mr J 
Purcell, Dr S M Rayner, Professor S Regan, Mr S Roseveare, Professor C Scarre, Professor B Simpson, 
Professor C Summerbell, Professor G Towl, Miss E Warburton-Brown, Professor M J Ward, Rev Dr D 
Wilkinson, Mr I Williamson, Professor J Willis, Dr P B Wilson, with Mr M Richardson (Policy Support Officer), 
the Academic Registrar (Dr M Gilmore) and the Registrar and Secretary (Ms C B Fowler). 

MINUTES 

All documents listed in the Minutes are filed with the official copy of the Minutes 

73  Welcome to New Members 

 The Vice-Chancellor welcomed Professor Graham Towl who was attending his first meeting of 
Senate in his new role as Deputy Warden and Professor Jon Gluyas who was attending his 
first meeting of Senate as Head of the Department of Earth Sciences. 

74  Minutes 

Approved:  the minutes of the meeting held on 1 March 2011. 

75 Matters Arising 

Minute 57 – Undergraduate Fees Setting 

Noted: from the Deputy Warden in response to a question: that there remained a need to look 
at the whole package of college charges and that he would continue to consult with students 
through appropriate mechanisms. 

Minute 58 – Update on Access Agreement with OFFA (S/10/70c closed) 

Reported: from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education): that Council had approved the Access 
Agreement using a similar mechanism to that used by Senate, and the Agreement was sent to 
OFFA on 19 April 2011. The final version of the Access Agreement as submitted to OFFA will 
be filed alongside the Senate minutes of the meeting of 3 May 2011 and copies could be 
requested from the Academic Registrar’s office. 

Minute 59 – Academic Case: Queen’s Campus New Programme Development: the Pharmacy 
Project 

Noted: from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Social Sciences and Health) in response to a question: 
that the nomenclature for the Pharmacy organisational unit within the School of Medicine and 
Health was still under discussion. 

Minute 60b – Review of Student Support  
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Noted: in discussion: 

a) that there was not currently a clear timeline for the implementation of all of the 
recommendations of the Review of Student Support and that implementation would be 
phased; 

b) that UEC remained committed to providing the necessary resource for the academic 
adviser system, and that guidance would be provided on expected norms for contact. 
Resourcing would be considered through the normal planning mechanisms. 

Minute 64 – Research Committee: 3 February 2011 

Noted: from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research) in response to a question: that the 
expectation was that research active staff, with the exception of early career research staff, 
would produce a majority of their REF submissible research at 3* or 4* level.  

76 Vice-Chancellor’s Business 

 a) Heads of Departments 

 Agreed:  that the following Board of Studies’ nominations for the appointment of Heads 
of Departments, received from UEC, be forwarded to Council for approval: 

 i) Professor Corinne Saunders, Department of English Studies, for a period of 
three years from 31 July 2011; 

ii) Dr Alistair Renfrew, School of Modern Languages and Cultures, for a period of 
three years from 1 August 2011. 

 b) Senate Advisory Panel on Ceremonies and Honorary Degree (S/10/71 Closed) 

 Nomination for the Dunelmensis 

 Agreed:  the recommendations of the Senate Advisory Panel on Ceremonies and 
Honorary Degrees of the individual upon whom a Dunelmensis Award should be 
conferred as set out in Document S/10/71. 

 Noted:  the need for complete confidentiality of the nomination. If successful the 
nominee would be invited to the University for the conferment of a Dunelmensis Award 
and the name would be published if the award had been accepted. The nomination 
should remain strictly confidential until this time. 

 Winter Congregation 2012 

 Noted by the Vice-Chancellor:  that due to increased postgraduate student numbers it 
had become necessary to schedule an additional ceremony at Winter Congregation on 
Thursday 12 January 2012. A revised timetable for Winter Congregation 2012 would be 
published as soon as possible. 

 c) Update on DGSI Initiative  (S/10/72a Closed) 

 Received:  an update on the progress made over the last nine months establishing the 
Durham Global Security Institute (DGSI). 

 Reported:  from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Social Sciences and Health): 

 a) that the DGSI initiative developed out of specific research interests within the 
School of Government and International Affairs, and had led to the establishment 
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of two MSc programmes. The intention was to bring multidisciplinary research 
streams into a common research trajectory; 

b) that in the first instance  DGSI was not being established as a University Research 
Institute, but it was expected that within a two year timeframe it would seek to 
become one; 

c) that participation from colleagues across all three faculties was encouraged. 

 d) Update on Changes to the School of Biological and Biomedical Sciences 
(S/10/72b) 

 Reported:  from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Science): that, after considerable consideration 
at UEC, within the Faculty and within the School of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 
a decision had been taken to consolidate the undergraduate programmes offered by the 
school into two programmes with a common first year. This consolidation would be best 
achieved by teaching both programmes on the same site, and consequently the 
Biomedical Sciences presence at Queen’s Campus would be relocated to Durham City. 

 Noted: in discussion: 

 a) that it was appropriate that the working group established to consider the 
implications of the changes worked closely with the Library. Consultation with 
representatives of the Library was already underway at Queen’s Campus; 

b) that it was regrettable that the communication of the outcome of the review of the 
programmes  to staff had been preceded by the circulation of the news amongst 
students; 

c) that the changes to the programmes would be processed through the appropriate 
approval process. 

 e) General Business 

 Noted: in discussion, by the Vice-Chancellor: 

 i) that there had been productive discussions at UEC earlier that day on the 
relationship between DSU and the University; 

ii) that the project to gather information on student contact hours was underway, and 
that by the summer of 2012 the University was required to publish that 
information. It was intended that each departmental website would include a 
narrative about its provision, and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education) would be 
asking Heads of Departments to provide this information by 31 July 2011. 

77 Report from Council – 15 May 2011 (S/10/73) 

Received:  a report from the Council meeting on the 15 May 2011, noting that consideration 
was being given to the governance of carbon management within the University. 

78 Undergraduate Tuition Fees from 2012/13 (S/10/74 Closed)  

 Minute closed due to commercial sensitivity. 

79 New Governance Framework for Research Centres (S/10/75) 

 Received:  a framework paper detailing purpose and function, and approval and monitoring, of 
research centres and a proforma for the proposals of new research centres. 
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 Reported:  from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research): 

 a) that, following the review of the governance of University Research Institutes last year, a 
review had been undertaken of Research Centres. Research Centres performed a 
crucial role in interdisciplinary research  but there was a lack of clarity across the 
institution about their purpose; 

b) the Research Centre Governance Framework reflected the importance of avoiding a  
proliferation of titled research activities that fall outside  the agreed policies on University 
Research Institutes and Research Centres; 

c) that the intention was for a light touch governance approach which would not be 
restrictive of the development of Research Centres where they were appropriate. 
Research Centres would be led by a non-fixed term member of staff. The outputs and 
activities of Research Centres would recorded on their websites and all Centres would 
be reviewed annually by the Faculty Research Groups on the basis of this information; 

d) that, before 1 October 2011, Faculty Research Groups would be undertaking a refresh 
and all Research Centres would be asked to submit the attached proforma. As part of 
this process a central list of Research Centres would be established on the Research 
Office website. 

 Approved:  on the recommendation of Research Committee, the framework paper detailing 
purpose and function, and approval and monitoring, of research centres and a proforma for 
the proposals of new research centres as set out in Document S/10/75. 

80 Fostering Strategic Relationships between Durham University and Key Partners 
(S/10/76 Closed) 

 Reported: from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research): 

 a) that this paper was the first in a series of papers building upon the University strategy 
which articulated the purpose of and mechanisms for engagement with external partners. 
This paper, developed jointly by Research Committee and Education Committee, 
focussed on engagement with commercial partners; 

b) that, although engagement with business and enterprise had the potential to contribute 
to the University’s financial position and to REF, the principal purpose for partnerships 
was their contribution to the academic direction of the University. It was vital that 
partnerships were established for  their contribution to education and/or research, and 
not merely for the sake of partnering with the particular organisation; 

c) that members were encouraged to discuss the fostering of strategic relationships at their 
Board of Studies. 

 Noted: in discussion: 

 a) that the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Partnerships and Engagement) would be happy to have 
feedback from members or from Boards of Studies on partnerships with public sector 
bodies, charities and NGOs. 

b) that guidance on REF impact studies was available on the research office website but 
definitive advice would not be possible until after the sub-panels reported, probably at 
beginning of next academic year. It was clear that impact case studies were to be for a 
proportion of the activities of a department. In addition each Faculty was establishing a 
REF impact advisory group. 
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 Endorsed:  the approach to fostering strategic relationships between the University and key 
partners with the aim of meeting the objectives outlined in the Durham University Strategy 
2010-2020 with regard to external partnerships as detailed in Document S/10/76. 

81 Statutes Review (S/10/77) 

 Reported:  from the Registrar: that the proposed amendments to the Statutes were intended to 
modernise them and to introduce greater flexibility where that was appropriate. 

 Noted:  in discussion: 

 a) that, at the request of the student representatives, the role of the JCRs or equivalent 
bodies, as defined by the draft Statute 42 (1) would be more appropriately worded as 
‘Each Junior Common Room or equivalent body shall represent the views of their 
students on College matters to relevant staff and bodies within the University’; 

b) that consideration should be given to the removal of the phrase ‘exists in that College or 
Society’ from the draft Statute 42 (2); 

c) that consideration should be given to amending the Statutes to include a requirement for 
the provision of representation of postgraduate students in recognition of the significant 
role of postgraduate students in the University community.. 

Secretary’s Note: 

Following the meeting of Senate, the Registrar met with the Vice-Chancellor and Director 
of Governance Support to consider an appropriate statutory wording in relation to 
postgraduate students. They agreed that there was not, at this stage, a sufficiently clear 
policy on Middle Common Rooms (and equivalents) to be able to commit to a statutory 
wording, but that this would be considered as part of the next round of statutory reform. 

 Agreed:  to recommend to Council for approval the proposed amendments to the University 
Statutes and the accompanying Regulation on Recruitment and Selection of Staff as set out in 
Document S/10/77, subject to consideration of the issues noted, and to grant delegated 
authority to the Chair of Senate to endorse any changes in wording requested by the Privy 
Council. 

82 Scholarly Communications: Journal Pricing and Current JISC Negotiations with 
Elsevier and Wiley-Blackwells (S/10/78) 

Received:  a presentation from the Librarian setting out the current situation with regard to the 
escalating price of subscription to journals published by Elsevier and Wiley-Blackwells and the 
potential implications for the University of a breakdown in negotiations with these publishers.  
(A copy of the slides are filed with the minutes.) 

Noted:  in discussion: 

a) that many academic staff provide free services to journals as referees and editors, and a 
sector-wide movement to restrict these services could have a significant impact; 

b) that pressure could be brought to bear on publishers through the editorial boards of 
journals, and that JISC were considering appropriate mechanisms for responses from 
editors and referees. There was support for those on editorial boards writing to the 
editors in chief and publishers of their journals. Further information on the publishers was 
available from the Librarian; 

c) that consideration of open access publishing was ongoing and would be considered by 
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Research Committee before being brought to Senate; 

d) that the legality of the actions of the publishers was being considered by JISC.  

Approved:  on the recommendation of UEC, the report on Scholarly Communications: Journal 
Pricing and Current JISC Negotiations with Elsevier and Wiley-Blackwells as set out in 
Document S/10/78. 

83 Appointment of Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

Reported:  by the Vice-Chancellor:  that the appointment panel for the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
would be meeting on 6 May 2011.  

Agreed:  to consider and approve the recommendation of the appointment panel by circulation 
so that it might be considered by Council on 17 May 2011. 

84 Education Committee 

 a) Durham City Pre-Application Open Days  

 Reported from the Academic Registrar: that significant interest had been shown in the 
pre-application open days in the one week since the launch of the online booking system 
and that many sessions were already full. 

 b) Meeting on 14 February 2011  (S/10/79) 

 Received:  the minutes of the Education Committee meeting on 14 February 2011. 

 Noted:  the Committee’s discussion of the matters set out in Document S/10/79. 

 c) Meeting on 16 March 2011 (S/10/80)  

 Received:  the minutes of the Education Committee meeting on 16 March 2011. 

 Approved: on the recommendation of Education Committee 

i) the revisions, with immediate effect, to the regulations for higher doctorates to 
allow staff members to apply for these awards as set out in Attachment II of 
Document S/10/80;  

ii) the revised core regulations for professional doctorates, and taught postgraduate 
degrees, to specify credit minima for each award rather than a specified number of 
credits as set out in Attachment III of Document S/10/80. 

 Noted:  the Committee’s discussion of the matters set out in Document S/10/80. 

85 Research Committee 

 Minutes:  17 March 2011 (S/10/81) 

 Received:  the minutes of the Research Committee meeting on 17 March 2011. 

 Reported: from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research): 

 
a) that 16 colleagues had been appointed to REF panels;  

b) that the pilot of the PGCAP Module 5: Developing Funded Research had proven popular 
and that members were encouraged to recommend it to staff during their probationary 
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period; 

c) that the Statistics Working Group had made a proposal for a unit to provide applied 
statistical support across the University.  It was intended that a service would be piloted 
over the next academic year and further information was available from the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (Research) or the Associate Director of the Wolfson Research Institute. 

 Noted:  the Committee’s discussion of the matters set out in Document S/10/81. 

86 Business Approved by Circulation (S/10/69 Closed) 

 Reported: that Senate had approved by circulation the 2012 Access Agreement.  

87 Action by the Vice-Chancellor 

 
Reported that the Vice-Chancellor, acting on behalf of Senate and the Chairman of Council on 
behalf of Council where appropriate, had approved the following items of business since the 
last meeting of Senate: 

 

a) Acting Deputy Chair Senate Discipline Committee (SDC) 
The appointment of Professor David Petley, Executive Director of the Institute of Hazard 
and Risk Research, as Acting Deputy Chair of SDC to consider an urgent disciplinary 
matter during the absence of both the SDC Chair and Deputy Chair.  

 
b) Head of Department  

The appointment of Professor Jon Gluyas, Department of Earth Sciences, for a period of 
3 years from 4 April 2011. 

 

c) Partnership with DBS, ICAEW and KPMG 
The collaboration of Durham Business School with the official chartered professional 
body, the Institute of Chartered Accountants of England and Wales (ICAEW), and the 
internationally recognised firm of accountants KPMG. 

88 Academic Progression Committee:  14 April 2011 (S/10/82) 

Received:  a report from the Academic Progression Committee on 14 April 2011, noting the 
congratulations of Senate to those promoted and the thanks of Senate to Heads of 
Department for their contributions to the process. 

89 Appointments and Resignations  (S/10/83) 

Received:  a list of appointments approved by Appointing Committees or the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor of the appropriate Faculty under delegated authority from Senate and Council from 
8 January 2010 to 16 February 2010, and resignations in the same period. 

90 Senior Appointments (S/10/84) 

 Received:  a report of appointments approved by Statutory Committees under delegated 
authority from Senate and Council. 

91 Emeritus, Honorary and Visiting Titles  (S/10/85) 

Received:  a report of Honorary and Visiting Titles conferred by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the 
appropriate Faculty, on behalf of Senate. 

92 Schedule of Senate Business 2010/2011 (S/10/86) 
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 Received:  an outline of expected key business items for Senate 2010/11. 

93 University Executive Committee 

 
Noted:  that the minutes of meetings of UEC were available for the information of members on 
the University’s website at 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/committees/password/uec/uec_minutes_internal/  

 
 


