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M I N U T E S 
 

23. MINUTES 
 

Confirmed: the Minutes of the meeting held 18 February 2004. 
 
Noted: that the Minutes of the above meeting were forwarded to TLC for 
consideration at its meeting held 25 March 2004. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/57 – filed with the minutes) 
 

24. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

(a) Minute 16(e): Reports from TLC: Centres for Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning 

 
Received: TLC Minute 63(a), detailing TLC’s consideration of the 
bids notified to the University. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/58 – filed with the minutes) 
 
Noted: that a number of excellent bids had been considered by an 
internal review committee but the University had been restricted in 
the number of bids it could put forward for formal consideration. 
These included, from within the Faculty, a bid involving the 
Department of Computer Science. A number of other departments 
in the Faculty were actively exploring participation in bids led by 
other universities. 

 
(b) Minute 16(f): Reports from TLC: Degree Classifications 

 
Received: 

 
(i) TLC Minute 63(f), detailing TLC’s consideration of revised 

summaries of degree classifications; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/59 – filed with the minutes) 

 



(ii) revised summaries of degree classification results, 
incorporating results for the summer of 2003; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/60 – filed with the minutes) 
 

(iii) a commentary upon the revised summaries of degree 
classification results, prepared by the Chairman and 
Secretary of TLC. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/61 – filed with the minutes) 
Noted: 
 
(i) TLC’s discussion of degree classification; 
 
(ii) that the Faculty of Science tends to award more First class 

degrees than the others, but also more Thirds; 
 

(iii) that departments should consider degree classification 
profiles after the June 2004 assessment period, taking 
account of the points noted by TLC, and report in detail to the 
Michaelmas meeting of the Sub-Committee; 

 
(iv) that departments should compare their results with those of 

comparator universities, whose students have equivalent A-
level grades; 

 
(v) that departments should ensure that they are confident that 

their teaching, learning and assessment methods give 
students sufficient opportunity to produce excellent work and 
that high quality work is sufficiently rewarded with high marks; 

 
(vi) that it was a concern that in some cases a student’s 

performance at Level 3 could be lower than at Level 2. 
 

Agreed: that Faculty TLC would request clarification from TLC as to 
the exact nature of the further reviews Boards of Examiners should 
make when reflecting on degree classifications this assessment 
period. 

(Action: AU) 
 

(c) Minute 16(g): Reports from TLC: Examination and Assessment 
Report 

 
Received: 
 
(i) TLC Minute 63(c), detailing TLC’s consideration of proposals 

on procedures for reporting issues of concern and irregularity 
to Heads of Department and Deans; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/62 – filed with the minutes) 
 



(ii) proposals on procedures for reporting issues of concern and 
irregularity to Heads of Department and Deans considered by 
TLC; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/63 – filed with the minutes) 
 

(iii) TLC Minute 78, detailing TLC’s consideration of comments of 
Faculty TLC upon alternative quoracy rules. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/64 – filed with the minutes) 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that invigilators will be given the opportunity to report in 

confidence to Student Planning and Assessment upon the 
conduct of examinations, including any problems with rooms 
and facilities, and separately upon invigilator behaviour; 

 
(ii) that inappropriate behaviour by invigilators will be reported to 

Heads of Department and Deans as necessary; 
 

(iii) that all changes to the durations of examinations must be 
approved by the Chairman of the appropriate TLC Faculty 
Sub-Committee, via the Undergraduate Section, and not 
negotiated directly with Student Planning and Assessment, 
irrespective of the context or reason for the change; 

 
(iv) that TLC has agreed that Deans and Deputy Deans be 

authorised to give permission to departments for alternative 
quoracy arrangements, and that a proposal for an alternative 
quoracy rule for 2004/5 is under active consideration; 

 
(v) that changing the Secretary of the Board of Examinations 

would require the approval of the Vice Chancellor; 
 

(vi) that further discussion of quoracy of Boards of Examiners had 
taken place at the meeting of TLC held on 30 April 2004. 

 
(Secretary’s note: TLC has recommended alternative quoracy rules 
for Boards of Examiners to Senate to take effect from October 
2004; details of these will be presented to Faculty TLC at its next 
meeting.) 

 
(d) Minute 16(h): Reports from TLC: Employability Strategy 

 
Received: TLC Minute 63(d), detailing TLC’s consideration of the 
feedback from Faculty TLCs and Senior Tutors’ Committee upon 
appropriate action to implement the Employability Strategy; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/65 – filed with the minutes) 
 



Noted:   
 
(i) TLC’s discussion of further progress in implementing the 

Employability Strategy; 
 
(ii) that CAS would liaise specifically with departments. 

 
(e) Minute 16(l): Reports from TLC: Suspended Modules 
 

Received:  TLC Minute 63(g), detailing TLC’s consideration of 
responses from Faculty TLCs to the proposal that modules which 
had not run recently should be withdrawn. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/66 – filed with the minutes) 
 
Noted:   
 
(i) that the Head of the Undergraduate Section had been asked 

to devise a procedure for alerting departments to modules 
which have not run for two years and to seek clarification on 
whether such modules should be withdrawn, and if not to 
revalidate the module details; 

 
(ii) that the proposed procedure had been considered at the 

meeting of TLC held on 30 April 2004; 
 

(iii) that departments would not have to re-write modules that 
were still relevant and current, and whose aims and learning 
outcomes were still appropriate. 

 
(f) Minute 16(m): Reports from TLC: Resits at Level 2 

 
Received:  TLC Minute 63(h), detailing TLC’s consideration of 
feedback from Faculty TLCs upon proposals to introduce a form to 
log advice to students resitting Level 2 assessments having failed 
60 credits. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/67 – filed with the minutes) 
Noted: 
 
(i) TLC’s discussion of feedback from Faculty TLCs; 

 
(ii) that TLC had agreed that the draft resit advice form be not 

adopted, but that this should be the basis of guidance notes 
to departments together with a statement on the resit 
registration form clarifying the student’s responsibility; 

 
(iii) that this matter would be dealt with for immediate 

implementation; 
 

(iv) that this situation would only apply to students who had failed 
60 credits at Level 2 and so it was expected that it would not 



occur in great numbers. Departments should be aware, 
however, that it could occur for the first time with students 
taking examinations this June. 

 
25. REPORTS FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE 
 

[Secretary’s note: the full minutes of the Teaching and Learning 
Committee are available at http://www.dur.ac.uk/Committees/Teaching-
and-Learning-Committee] 
 
Reported: 
 
(a) Minute 65(a) : Revisions to Regulations 
 

Reported:  that the Chairman of TLC had approved revisions to 
regulations as follows with effect from October 2004: 
 
(i) BA and BSc in Psychology; BA in Psychology and Sociology, 

Philosophy and Psychology; 
 
(ii) BSc Chemistry; MChem; MChem (Industrial Route); MChem 

(International Route); 
 

(iii) BEng General Engineering; MEng General Engineering; 
 

(iv) BA and BSc in Mathematics (European Studies); BSc 
Mathematics; MMath; 

 
(v) withdrawal of Ordinary degree streams previously offered by 

Computer Science, Earth Sciences, Engineering, 
Mathematics, Physics and Psychology; 

 
(vi) BSc Biomedical Sciences; 

 
(vii) BSc and MSci Natural Sciences. 

 
(b) Minute 67: Audit February 2004 

 
Received: 
 
(i) TLC Minute 67, detailing TLC’s consideration of a report from 

the Pro-Vice-Chancellor upon QAA Institutional Audit; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/68 – filed with the minutes) 

 
(ii) a letter from the QAA indicating the key findings of 

Institutional Audit. 
(Document TLC SSC/03/69 – filed with the minutes) 

 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/Committees/Teaching-and-Learning-Committee
http://www.dur.ac.uk/Committees/Teaching-and-Learning-Committee


Noted:  
 
(i) that the QAA had confirmed that broad confidence can be 

placed in the soundness of the University’s present and likely 
future management of the quality of its programmes, and the 
academic standards of its awards; 

 
(ii) that the outline report had set out the key areas of good 

practice and areas for improvement. A detailed report would 
be sent to the University in time; 

 
(iii) that a working group, comprising the Pro-Vice Chancellor for 

Teaching and Learning, the Dean of Arts and Humanities, the 
Associate Dean of Science (and Deputy Postgraduate Dean) 
and Prof R D Boyne, would manage the University’s response 
to the Audit. 

 
(c) Minute 68: Accreditation Visits and Submissions 

 
Received: TLC Minute 68, detailing outcomes of accreditation visits 
and submissions. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/70 – filed with the minutes) 
 
Noted:  that specific degree programmes in Earth Sciences and 
Psychology and the Certificate for Teaching and Learning in Higher 
Education had recently been re-accredited. 
 
(Secretary’s note: departments preparing for accreditation visits / 
re-accreditation of their programmes should notify the Deputy 
Academic Registrar.) 

 
(d) Minute 70: Annual Review 2002/03 
 

Received:  TLC Minute 70, detailing TLC’s consideration of the 
reports of Deans/Deputy Deans and Associate Deans upon Annual 
Review reports for 2002/03. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/71 – filed with the minutes) 
 
Noted:   
 
(i) the discussion of TLC; 

 
(ii) especially, Reported (b) of TLC Minute 70 that Social 

Sciences and Health had noted the difficulty of involving 
students in the process at the time of the final meeting in the 
summer; 

 
(iii) that  the Natural Sciences degree programme holds its review 

in October so that students can be involved but this causes 
difficulties with the deadline for submission of the report. The 



Department of Mathematical Sciences holds their review early 
in the Summer Term and the Department of Physics later in 
the term to enable students to be part of the process; 

 
(iv) that further changes to the Annual Review process were 

expected in light of the Audit report. It was important, 
however, that any additional paperwork clearly and visibly 
increased the quality of the process; 

 
(v) that when recording decisions and conclusions in the minutes 

of such, and other, meetings it was important to include the 
detail of the discussion and the rationale for the outcomes 
reached. 

 
Recommendation to TLC: that the deadline for the submission of 
the Annual Review report be extended by two weeks in order to 
facilitate student involvement. 
 

(e) Minute 71: Reports on Boards of Examiners Meetings and External 
Reports for 2002/03 
 
Received:  TLC Minute 71, detailing TLC’s consideration of reports 
on Boards of Examiners meetings and external reports for 2002/03. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/72 – filed with the minutes) 
 

Noted:  
 
(i) the discussion of TLC; 
 
(ii) that the Deputy Dean had written, on behalf of the University, 

to External Examiners who had questioned aspects of 
University policy or procedure in their reports; 

 
(iii) the concern of Faculty TLC that it was too late to amend the 

External Examiner’s form for this year given that it had not yet 
been completed; 

 
(iv) the suggestion that a revised form could be posted on the 

University’s website. 
 

(f) Minute 72: Diversity and Student Achievement 
 
Received: 
 
(i) TLC Minute 72, detailing TLC’s consideration of extracts from 

the report on the University’s Diversity Programme, relevant 
to teaching and learning; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/73 – filed with the minutes) 
 



(ii) extracts from the report on the University’s Diversity 
Programme, relevant to teaching and learning. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/74 – filed with the minutes) 
 

Noted:   
 
(i) the discussion of TLC, and that the comments of TLC will be 

passed to the Diversity Officer; 
 
(ii) that there was no evidence of any bias or prejudice in the 

admissions procedures; 
 

(iii) that the affect of gender was significant upon degree 
classifications; 

 
(iv) that there still could be an inherent bias in the modes of 

teaching or assessment which could be entirely separate from 
any issue of prejudice in the treatment of individuals, even 
when using anonymous marking. 

 
(g) Minute 73: Publication of TQI Data 

 
Received: 
 
(i) TLC Minute 73, detailing TLC’s further consideration of the 

publication of Teaching Quality Information; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/75 – filed with the minutes) 

 
(ii) the revised calendar for the publication of TQI data; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/76 – filed with the minutes) 
 

(iii) an update from the Deputy Academic Registrar upon the 
University’s progress towards the publication of TQI data. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/77 – filed with the minutes) 
 

Noted: 
 
(i) that this year’s External Examiners reports would be 

published on the web in December; 
 
(ii) that it would be necessary to be able to differentiate between 

students transferring out of a programming and those 
withdrawing completely; 

 
(iii) that the webpages needed to be visually appealing. 

 
(iv) that students looking for information on the University should 

initially be presented with friendly welcoming text specifically 
aimed at them. 

 



(h) Minute 81: Faculty of Science TLC Sub-Committee 
 

Received: TLC Minute 81, detailing TLC’s consideration of the 
minutes of the meeting of TLC Faculty of Science Sub-Committee 
held 18 February  2004. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/78 – filed with the minutes) 
  

Noted:  
 
(i) the comments of TLC to the matters and concerns drawn to it 

by Science Faculty TLC; 
 
(ii) that a review of student achievement should be conducted 

once the first cohort had passed through under the new 
regulations. 

 
(i) Minute 85: Keeping of Term Regulations 

 
Reported:  that TLC has recommended to Senate the amendment 
to General Regulation V paragraph 3(a)(ii) to read ‘period should 
therefore be extended for a specified period (normally not more 
than 4 weeks)’ with effect from October 2004. 
 

26. DEPUTY DEAN’S BUSINESS 
 

(a) Provision of IT Facilities 
 
Noted: that IT Strategy Committee noted in a recent survey that 
77% of first years have a computer already and 51% of those who 
do not expect to have one this year. 
 
Considered: whether any computer rooms presently used as 
classrooms or open-user space can be planned to be phased out. 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that Steve Black would be conducting a survey on the use of 

computer rooms; 
 
(ii) that while an increasing number of students had computers 

not all would have broadband speed internet connections; 
 

(iii) that the Board of the Faculty of Science had expressed the 
view that the provision of well-equipped computer rooms was 
an essential feature of a good university. 

 



27. REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN BY THE DEPUTY DEAN AND      
ASSOCIATE DEAN 

 
Received: a report of action taken by the Deputy Dean and Associate 
Dean, acting on behalf of the TLC Faculty of Science Sub-Committee 
since its last meeting. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/79 – filed with the minutes) 
  
28. DEPARTMENTAL ISSUES 

 
(a) Natural Sciences 

 
Received and Considered:  
 
(i) a proposal statement for the Joint Honours title of e-Science 

through Natural Sciences; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/80 – filed with the minutes) 

 
(ii) a document containing the rationale, learning outcomes and 

framework for a proposed MSci Joint Honours in e-Science 
and Physics within the Natural Sciences programme. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/81 – filed with the minutes) 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that a Validation Panel had been scheduled to consider the 

concept of e-Science as a Joint Honours title through the 
Natural Sciences programme. It was standard procedure, 
however, to consult Faculty TLC on any new programme 
proposals; 

 
(ii) that it was also standard procedure to consult Faculty TLC on 

proposals for new MSci Joint Honours programmes. The 
requirements being documentation containing the rationale, 
learning outcomes and framework (Document TLC 
SSC/03/81) and confirmation from the Academic Registrar 
regarding the number of students on the programme; 

 
(iii) that appropriate confirmation had been received from the 

Academic Registrar regarding the number of students taking 
the MSci programmes in Natural Sciences; 

 
(iv) that Faculty TLC welcomed the proposals. 

 
(b) Meetings of Faculty TLC 
 

Agreed: that Faculty TLC would like its meetings for the next 
academic year to be held on the Science Site. 
 
 



(c) Department of Physics 
 
Reported: that the Department of Physics had discussed the issue 
of Science Week activities at a recent TLC meeting and had 
brought the item to Faculty TLC for further discussion. 
 
Noted:  
 
(ii) that although the University had in the past run its own 

Science Week it had been found to be expensive, both in 
terms of staff time and funding. Some funding would be 
available if an event was held during National Science Week 
but this would be difficult for some departments as this was 
during term-time; 

 
(iii) that many departments put substantial effort into other 

outreach and publicity events, including open-days. These 
may provide a more targeted and efficient use of resources; 

 
(iv) that the Deputy Dean had been tasked to consult interested 

parties on a proposal to provide similar events that would form 
part of the University’s 175 Campaign. 

 
Agreed: that the Department of Physics representative would 
develop ideas for possible activities and report them to the next 
meeting of Science TLC. 

(Action: TS) 
 

29. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Report: that the next meeting of the Committee will be held at 2.15pm on 
21 October 2004 in the Council Room, University Office (time and date 
subject to confirmation in Almanac). 
 
 
 
   

 


	M I N U T E S

