
U N I V E R S I T Y   OF  D U R H A M 
 

TEACHING & LEARNING COMMITTEE 
 FACULTY OF SCIENCE SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 23 October 2003 

 
Present: Dr M J Eacott (Chairwoman and Deputy Dean), Dr A Campbell, Dr R G 
Dominy, Prof N Goulty (vice Dr H A Armstrong), Mr B M Hodgson, Mr P A 
Ramsden (DSU Representative) Dr D J Robson, Dr E J F Ross, Prof T Shanks, Dr 
A Taormina, Dr M D Watson and Mr A Unwin (Secretary) 
 
In attendance: Mrs C L Richardson (Item 5 only) 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

1. TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Received: the Terms of Reference of the Committee for 2003/2004. 
(Document TLC SSC/03/01 – filed with the Minutes) 

 
2. MEMBERSHIP 
 

Welcomed: new members of the Faculty of Science Sub-Committee. 
 

Reported: the Membership of the Faculty of Science Sub-Committee for 
2003/2004, as approved by TLC. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/02 – filed with the Minutes) 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Confirmed: the Minutes of the meeting held 07 May 2003. 
 
Noted: that the Minutes of the above meeting were forwarded to TLC for 
consideration at its meeting held 09 June 2003. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/03 – filed with the Minutes) 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

(a) Minute 24(a): Matters Arising from the Minutes – QAA Codes of Practice 
on Assessment 

 
Reported: that the Deputy Dean had taken action to approve the 
Department of Computer Science’s policy on the Quality Assurance of 
Examination and Assessment. 
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(b) Minute 24(b): Matters Arising from the Minutes – Accreditation of Prior 
Learning  

 
Reported:  
 
(i) that the Deputy Dean had taken action to approve policy 

statements from the School of Biological and Biomedical 
Sciences, the Department of Chemistry, the Department of 
Computer Science, the Department of Earth Sciences, the School 
of Engineering, the School of Mathematical Sciences and the 
Department of Physics; 

 
(ii) that the Associate Dean had taken action to approve a policy 

statement from the Department of Psychology. 
 

(c) Minute 24(c): Matters Arising from the Minutes – QAA Code of Practice 
on Placement Learning 

 
Reported: 
 
(i) that the Deputy Dean had taken action to approve policy 

statements from the Department of Computer Science, the 
Department of Earth Sciences, the Department of Mathematical 
Sciences and the School of Biological and Biomedical Sciences; 

 
(ii) that the Deputy Dean had acknowledged that the Department of 

Physics do not operate any placements and are therefore not 
required to maintain a policy on placement learning; 

 
(iii) that the Associate Dean had acknowledged that the Department 

of Psychology do not operate any placements and are therefore 
not required to maintain a policy on placement learning. 

 
Noted: 
 
(i) that discussions were ongoing with the School of Engineering with 

regard to the translation of marks; 
 
(ii) that a policy had not yet been received from the Department of 

Chemistry. 
 

Agreed: that the Department of Chemistry would provide a policy as a 
matter of urgency. 

(Action: EJFR) 
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(d) Minute 24(f): Matters Arising from the Minutes – Reports from TLC: Key 
Skills Working Group 

 
Received: an oral report on the current status of the PDP pilot scheme 
involving the Department of Earth Sciences. 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that the Department would be making use of its previous 

experience with key skills; 
 
(ii) that the Department’s DUO page for PDPs had received 

approximately 450 hits since going live; 
 

(iii) that PDPs would be reinforced with advice from student’s 
personal advisers. PDPs were optional but students would be 
strongly encouraged to participate. 

 
Agreed: that the Department would report back to Faculty TLC any 
future developments. 

(Action: HA) 
 

(e) Minute 24(i): Matters Arising from the Minutes – Reports from TLC: 
University Review of Music 

 
Reported: 

 
(i) that the Deputy Dean had taken action to approve policy 

statements on the training of postgraduates for teaching and 
demonstrating from the School of Biological and Biomedical 
Sciences, the Department of Computer Science, the Department 
of Earth Sciences, the School of Engineering, the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences and the Department of Physics; 

 
(ii) that the Associate Dean had taken action to approve a policy 

statement from the Department of Psychology. 
 

Noted: that the Department of Chemistry had not yet submitted a policy. 
 
Agreed: that the Department of Chemistry would provide a policy as a 
matter of urgency. 

(Action: EJFR) 
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(f) Minute 24(j): Matters Arising from the Minutes – Reports from TLC: 
Penalty for the Late Submission of Work 

 
Reported: that the School of Biological and Biomedical Sciences and the 
Departments of Chemistry and Earth Sciences have submitted the 
relevant text and all were acceptable. 

 
(g) Minute 24(k): Matters Arising from the Minutes – Reports from TLC: 

Annual Review Reports 
 

Received and considered: departmental comments on statistics that 
would be useful for the Annual Review process. 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that departments sometimes had limited confidence in the 

accuracy of the centrally provided statistics. However, differences 
between centrally provided and locally gathered statistics were 
sometimes the result of different, but equally valid, ways of 
collating data; 

 
(ii) that the School of Engineering would find it useful to have 

statistics according to their students intake (UCAS) codes. 
Separation into individual programmes can enable identification of 
problems or issues relating to specific programmes. 
Disaggregation, however, can be unhelpful on some occasions 
because of the low numbers involved; 

 
(iii) that the aggregation of statistics, for all BScs or all MScis in a 

department, could provide a global perspective for consideration; 
 

(iv) that one member of the committee did not understand why 
information on the correlation between A-level data and degree 
classification could not be provided centrally as they believed that 
this information was held on Banner. 

 
(Secretary’s Note: departments who have queries with regards to the 
accuracy of statistics provided by the Student Planning and Assessment 
Office should contact them directly.) 

 
(h) Minute 25(a): Reports from TLC:  Equal Opportunities in Teaching and 

Learning 
 

Reported:  that Faculty TLC’s discussion of this issue was forwarded to 
the Assistant Registrar, Colleges and Student Support Office by the 
Secretary. 
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Noted: that these comments, and those from others who had been 
consulted, would be used to inform workshops that would be provided 
on Equal Opportunities in Teaching and Learning. 

 
(i) Minute 27(b): QAA Instututional Audit 
 

Received: a copy of the University’s Evaluation Document for the 
Institutional Audit, scheduled to take place during all of the week of 23 
February. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/22 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
Noted: that the QAA had confirmed to the University there would be four 
Discipline Audit Trails (DATs). The themes of these, along with the final 
membership of the review team, would be confirmed in mid-November. 

 
5. CAREERS ADVISORY SERVICE 
 

Received:  
 
(a) TLC minute 123 detailing TLC’s discussion of documentation relating to 

the Careers Advisory Service; 
(Documents TLC SSC/03/04 – filed with the Minutes) 

 
(b) a discussion paper on the facilities provided by CAS. 
 

(Documents TLC SSC/03/05 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
Considered: a presentation on the Service by Mrs Catherine Richardson, 
Head of CAS. 
 
Reported: by the Head of CAS: 
 
(a) that the Service was made up of a new enthusiastic team, including 4.5 

Careers Advisers; 
 
(b) that the Service was currently seeking to raise people’s awareness of the 

services and facilities it offered. It was also looking to develop effective 
working relationships with the academic departments in the University to 
support them by providing the advice and guidance they required. Such 
relationships would need to be based on effective contacts between the 
Service and the departments; 

 
(c) that the Service can provide access to labour market information to assist 

departments. This would be made available in a termly newsletter and on 
a website for members of staff; 
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(d) that students need to be informed of the facilities that are available to 
them and of the value of the Service; 

 
(e) that traditionally the Service gives a talk to finalists in October, to 

penultimate year students in January/February but currently does not 
provide anything similar to this to first year students. However, the advice 
available from the Service could also link in with students’ PDPs; 

 
(f) that it is a national trend that people are waiting until after graduation to 

find jobs; 
 

(g) that it was helpful when departments passed feedback to the Service as 
this enabled the provision to be tailored to suit specific requirements; 

 
(h) that any further queries should be sent to the Head of the Service. 

(c.l.richardson@durham.ac.uk)  
 

Noted: 
 
(a) that departmental consideration, at Boards of Studies or TLCs, of the 

support and services they required might be necessary before this 
information could be communicated to the Service.  

 
(b) that the data provided by the First Destination Survey was only a 

snapshot of the employment situation at a given point in time and 
therefore made it difficult to obtain accurate statistics; 

 
(c) that the Head of CAS was now a member of the University TLC. This 

confirmed the strategic importance of the Service within the wider 
provision of the University; 

 
(d) that each faculty had been allocated an advisor from the Service and it 

was important that departments identified a clear departmental point of 
contact for CAS. 

 
6. REPORTS FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE 
 

[Secretary’s note: the full minutes of the Teaching and Learning Committee 
are available at http://www.dur.ac.uk/Committees/Teaching-and-Learning-
Committee] 
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Reported: 
 
(a) Minute 104(b): External Examiners’ Reports for 2001/02 

 
Noted:  
 
(i) that TLC had agreed that responses to external examiners who 

question aspects of university policy would be made by the 
Dean/Deputy Dean in consultation with the Pro-Vice-Chancellor if 
necessary. The Dean/Deputy Dean would need to liaise also with 
the departments concerned to ensure that a consistent message 
was given to the external examiners; 

 
(ii) that some external examiners had made negative comments 

about the new external examiners report form that had been 
introduced. The Deputy Dean would be replying to examiners 
who raised this issue. 

 
(b) Minute 105(a), 119(a): Changes to degree regulations 

 
Noted: that the Chairman of TLC had approved changes to degree 
regulations with effect from October 2003: 
 
(i) withdrawal of the Joint Honours degrees in Psychology and 

Anthropology and in Psychology and Sociology with effect from 
October 2004 so that the last intakes will be in October 2003; 

 
(ii) Psychology modules for the BA Combined Honours in Social 

Sciences; 
 

(iii) MSci in Physics, Theoretical Physics and Physics and 
Astronomy; BSc in Physics; 

 
(iv) BSc in Psychology and related programmes (further amendment 

to regulations); 
 

(v) BEng, BSc and MEng programmes in Engineering; 
 

(vi) BSc in Environmental Geosciences; Geology; Geology and 
Geophysics; Geophysics; Earth Sciences; Geophysics with 
Geology; MSci in Geoscience; Geophysical Sciences; parallel 
Ordinary degrees; 

 
(vii) MSci Joint Honours programmes in Chemistry and Mathematics; 

Mathematics and Physics; Biology and Chemistry; Chemistry and 
Physics; 
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(viii) Certificate and Diploma in Information Technology; 
 

(ix) withdrawal of BSc programmes in Geology and Geophysics; 
Geophysics; Geophysical Sciences with immediate effect (no 
intake in October 2003); 

 
(x) BSc in Natural Sciences 

 
(xi) BSc in Biology, Cell Biology, Ecology, Molecular Biology and 

Biochemistry, Plant Sciences, Zoology, Biomedical Sciences (all 
including placement routes); 

 
(xii) BSc in Computer Science (European Studies); 

 
(xiii) Ordinary Degree in Science; 

 
(xiv) BA and BSc in Mathematics; Mathematics (European Studies); 

MMath; 
 

(xv) Minor amendments to a range of regulations made by 
departments as part of the final process of checking the 
regulations for publication. 

 
Reported: that the deadline for the receipt of curriculum development 
proposals, for new modules, to withdraw modules and for significant 
changes to both modules and programmes, is 19 January 2004. 
 
Noted: that the Secretary would be willing to offer office-hour style slots 
for departments to discuss curriculum development issues or to attend 
departmental TLCs or Boards of Studies to give advice on specific 
items. 
 

(c) Minute 105(b): Institutional Audit 
 

Reported: that the date of the Institutional Audit had been confirmed as 
the week of 23 February 2004 (all week) with the briefing visit (2 days, to 
be confirmed) during the week of 12 January 2004. 

 
(d) Minute 107: TLC Strategy Sub-Committee 

  
Received:  
 
(i) TLC Minute 107 detailing TLC’s discussion of the minutes of the 

meeting of TLC Strategy Sub-Committee held on 27 March 2003; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/06 – filed with the Minutes) 
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(ii) the University Teaching and Learning Strategy; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/07 – filed with the Minutes) 

 
(iii) a template for departmental teaching and learning strategies. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/08 – filed with the Minutes ) 
 
Noted:  
 
(i) that the University’s Teaching and Learning Strategy had been 

approved by the HEFCE.; 
 
(ii) that during the current academic year departments will be asked 

to prepare departmental teaching and learning strategies, and 
submit them to Faculty TLC for approval; 

 
(iii) that departments need not take action in preparing such 

strategies until workshops to assist with their preparation have 
been made available, although some departments already have 
an agreed strategy. A workshop on preparation of departmental 
teaching and learning strategies was currently being planned and 
Heads of Departments have been asked for expressions of 
interest in attending the workshop. Some expressions of interest 
have already been received from the faculty; 

 
(iv) that while a number of members of Faculty TLC felt that the 

academic staff-development officer should be heavily involved in 
the preparation of these strategies it was important to remember 
that ownership must lie with the department; 

 
(v) that the template for departmental strategies was not prescriptive 

but provided as a framework. Departments would, however, find 
an example of good practice helpful in preparing their own 
policies; 

 
(vi) that Teaching and Learning strategies were intended to be helpful 

documents that enabled departments to focus on the issues that 
were important in their field. Such policies should, therefore, 
evolve in the light of changing circumstances. 

 
Agreed: that feedback on any developments would be reported to the 
next meeting of Faculty TLC. 
 

(e) Minute 111: New Programme Approval: MSci in Natural Sciences 
 

Noted: that TLC had recommended to Senate the approval of this new 
programme with effect from October 2003 and that this recommendation 
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was approved at the meeting of Senate held 20 May 2003. (Senate 
Minute 333 refers) 
 

(f) Minute 125, 137(b): Use of a Standard Module Outline 
 

Received:  
 
(i) TLC Minute 125 detailing TLC’s discussion of the views 

expressed by Faculty TLCs on the possibility of moving to a 
standard module outline; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/09 – filed with the Minutes ) 
 
(ii) TLC Minute 137(b) detailing TLC’s discussion of the detailed 

proposals for the introduction of a standard module outline; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/10 – filed with the Minutes) 

 
(iii) detailed proposals for a standard module outline, amended in 

accordance with the request of TLC detailed in Document TLC 
SSC/03/10. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/11 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
Considered: the proposal for a standard module outline, as detailed in 
Document TLC SSC/03/11. 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that as part of the preparations for a module outline system the 

Undergraduate Section had reviewed the module proformas to 
gather data that was held by the Section, such as modes of 
teaching, learning and assessment, but not previously entered 
into the database; 

 
(ii) that departments would have the necessary knowledge to allocate 

a JACS code to a module; 
 
(iii) that it was important to have an access system that was secure 

but not overly bureaucratic; 
 

(iv) that the ‘year of commencement field’ referred to the year in which 
the module would first be available; 

 
(v) that with the current proforma based system changes that are 

made after a certain date require the approval of all the students 
registered on the module. 
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Agreed: 
 
(i) that departments would be willing to allocate JACS codes to 

modules; 
 
(ii) that Heads of Departments should set the permissions for access 

to the database by authorized personnel; 
 

(iii) that the information as to which programmes a module is tied to 
should be included in the list of published information; 

 
(iv) that some members of the committee felt that the database 

should be locked at some stage. Others, however, were of the 
opinion that some changes should always be allowed so that the 
most up-to-date information was always published; 

 
(v) that Science Faculty TLC believed that a ‘big-bang’ approach was 

preferable for updating the information held in the database in 
order to produce module outlines, rather than a phased approach. 

 
(g) Minute 127: Faculty of Social Sciences and Health TLC Sub-Committee 

 
Received: TLC Minute 127 detailing TLC’s discussion of the concern 
raised by the Faculty of Social Sciences and Health TLC Sub-
Committee about the impact of module capping on other modules which 
are not capped. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/12 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
Noted:  
 
(i) the rules for the approval of module caps as stated in Agreed (a) 

and (b), and that each cap should be renewed each year; 
 
(ii) that module caps were only valid in the Faculty of Science if they 

had been approved by the Deputy Dean. Only one such cap had 
been approved this year for a module from the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences. 

 
(iii) that all requests for module caps would be considered if a valid 

reason for their necessity was provided. This included the 
availability of both lecture-theatre and laboratory space. Requests 
should also include a description of how the places would be 
allocated to students with a reasonable expectation of taking the 
module. A request for module caps from one department in the 
Faculty had not been approved because the Deputy Dean was 
not satisfied with the proposed allocation of places to Natural 
Sciences students; 
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(iv) that departments should specify to the Director of Natural 

Sciences the limit of Natural Sciences students they are willing to 
take; 

 
(v) that the list of approved caps was published at: 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/undergraduate.section/registration.htm  
 

(h) Minute 132: Standing Orders of TLC 
 

Received:  
 
(i) TLC Minute 132 detailing TLC’s discussion of revised standing 

orders for TLC and its sub-committees; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/13 – filed with the Minutes ) 

 
(ii) revised standing orders to reflect the current role of TLC. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/14 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
Noted:  
 
(i) that these revised standing orders were approved by Senate at its 

meeting held 24 June 2003; (Senate Minute 379 refers) 
 

(ii) especially, Agreed (d) of TLC Minute 123 that the management 
committee for Natural Sciences cease to be part of TLC Sub-
Committee structure and operate as programme management 
committees comparable with similar departmental committees. It 
should, however, continue to report to Science Faculty TLC. 

 
(i) Minute 120: Accreditation of Computer Science Programmes 
 

Reported: that following a lengthy process of appeal the BCS have 
undertaken a further visit to the Department of Computer Science and 
have approved accreditation which is back-dated to the expiry of the 
previous period of accreditation. This means that no students will be 
disadvantaged.  

 
(j) Minute 128: Faculty of Science TLC Sub-Committee 

 
Received: TLC Minute 128 detailing TLC’s discussion of issues of 
concern or interest in the minutes of Faculty TLC’s meeting held 07 May 
2003. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/15 – filed with the Minutes) 
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Noted:  
 
(i) that TLC reaffirmed its previous statement to the Faculty that 

Boards of Examiners should make a decision relating to the 
impact of mitigating circumstances for the module as a whole; 

 
(ii) that Boards of Examiners needed to have evidence of Honours 

level ability to be able to award MEH; 
 

(iii) that one member of Faculty TLC felt that students who had failed 
a module were being disadvantaged by not being allowed to 
retake element(s) of assessment that they had marginally 
passed. They would, therefore, be required to pass the module 
by improving their mark(s) in the element(s) they had originally 
failed, and perhaps stood less chance of improving upon; 

 
(iv) that members of Faculty TLC were still unhappy about the 

hypothetical situation where a student had failed a module, by 
failing two pieces of summative work where clear and 
unambiguous medical evidence existed for only one. In such a 
circumstance a student would be expected to resit both pieces of 
work but Faculty TLC felt that they should only resit the one 
without medical evidence. This was consistent with the situation 
of a student failing a module assessed with a single piece of 
summative work, where clear and unambiguous medical 
evidence could result in MEH being awarded.  

 
Agreed: that Faculty TLC would seek further guidance from TLC on this 
matter. 

 
(k) Minute 129: University Review of Psychology 
 

Noted: that TLC has recommended to Senate the revalidation of the 
undergraduate programmes for six years with effect from October 2003. 

 
(l) Minute 130: University Review of Biology 

 
Noted: that TLC has recommended to Senate the revalidation of the 
undergraduate programmes for six years with effect from October 2003. 

 
(m) Minute 137(a): Degree Classifications 

 
Received:  
 
(i) TLC Minute 137(a) detailing TLC’s consideration of statistical data 

and comments relating to degree classifications; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/16a – filed with the Minutes) 
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(ii) reports on consideration of degree classification from the 

Departments of Earth Sciences, Chemistry and Mathematical 
Sciences and the Schools of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 
Engineering, Computer Science, Physics and Psychology. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/16b – filed with the Minutes) 
Considered: the issues raised by TLC, in light of the detailed 
consideration of these matters by departments. 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that the document from the Department of Earth Sciences was 

particularly helpful as it considered not only the issue of degree 
classifications awarded, but also possible causes and solutions; 

 
(ii) that the main concern of Faculty TLC was the universal 60:40 

weighting of marks between Level 3 and 2. One department 
queried whether it was appropriate to have the same weighting 
for its BSc and MSci degrees. The Continuation Audit in 1999 
had, however, required the University to move to a single system 
of classifying degrees and that the decision had been taken to 
Senate on the recommendation of TLC following consultation with 
departments; 

 
(iii) that departments had been encouraged to review, and define in 

more detail, their assessment criteria to ensure that they were 
using the full mark range. 

 
(iv) that the Department of Physics had found useful information on 

entry qualifications and degrees awarded from comparable 
institutions available from published league tables. 

 
Agreed: that departments should consider their own statistics of Firsts 
and 2.is awarded based on A-level intake, relative to comparator 
institutions, similar to the analysis conducted by the Department of 
Physics. 
 

(n) Minute 143: TLC Strategy Sub-Committee 
 

Received: 
 
(i) TLC Minute 143 detailing TLC’s discussion of the minutes of the 

meeting of TLC Strategy Sub-Committee held 20 June 2003; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/17 – filed with the Minutes) 
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(ii) TLC Strategy Sub-Committee Minute 37, detailing discussion of 
proposals to progress the revision of induction; 

(Document TLC SSC/03/18 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
(iii) proposals to progress the development of a Learning Resources 

Strategy; 
(Document TLC SSC/03/19 – filed with the Minutes ) 

 
(iv) proposals to progress the revision of induction. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/21 – filed with the Minutes) 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that the proposals to progress the development of a Learning 

Resources Strategy detailed in Document TLC SSC/03/19 have 
been approved by TLC, and that the Learning Resources meeting 
for the Faculty of Science will be held at 2.15pm on Tuesday 11 
November 2003; 

 
(ii) that issues such as room sizes or data projection could be 

discussed at the above meeting; 
 

(iii) the discussion of TLC and TLC Strategy Sub-Committee in 
respect of the proposals to progress the revision of induction; 

 
(iv) that the Deputy Academic Registrar has written to departments 

requesting that departmental staff-student consultative committee 
meetings in the Michaelmas term consider how induction had 
been received by students, and that any subsequent comments 
on specific issues should be reported to Faculty TLCs in the 
Epiphany term; 

 
(v) that it was important to have up-to-date timetable information 

available for registration; 
 

(vi) that some departments were concerned that the module 
information had not filtered through from the registration process 
yet as some students were still not registered on DUO for the 
modules they had signed up to; 

 
(vii) that some members of Faculty TLC would like students to be 

given IT access earlier, possibly a temporary account until they 
had registered formally; 

 
(viii) that one member of Faculty TLC believed that in the longer term 

a more radical reconsideration of the registration and induction 
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process was needed. An electronic registration system for open 
modules was suggested; 

 
(ix) that the Department of Computer Science would like a social slot 

in a block timetable system, so that they could meet their new 
students at a time when college or other activities did not have 
priority. 

 
(o) Minute 150: Anonymity in Level 1 Boards of Examiners 

 
Reported:  that TLC has clarified that Level 1 Boards of Examiners, both 
Subject Boards of Examiners and Faculty Boards of Examiners, should 
be conducted anonymously. 

 
7. REPORT FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE FOR THE DEGREE OF 

BSc IN NATURAL SCIENCES 
 

Noted: that there were no matters to report from the meeting held in March 
2003. 

 
8. DEPUTY DEAN’S BUSINESS 
 

(a) Assessment 
 
Reported:  
 
(i) that Departments should ensure that the efforts they are putting 

into assessment are effective and efficient. They should consider 
whether they are over-assessing, particularly as the addition of a 
learning outcome to a module often results in another assessment 
being added to check that it is being obtained. Summative 
assessment should only be used to check that learning outcomes 
are being achieved and not as a method of student monitoring; 

 
(ii) that the Deputy Dean considered a 3 hour examination as 

appropriate for a 20 credit module, with the length of the 
examination decreasing if the module included assessed 
laboratory work or coursework;  

 
(iii) that students would now be entitled to 40 credits of resits at Level 

2 and departments would be required to set resit assessments for 
these elements as well. 

 
(b) Module Prerequisites 

 
Reported: that the Deputy Dean has had to consider a number of 
concession requests for students who do not have the required pre-
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requisites to register for a module. Departments should remove all non-
essential pre-requisites, as such concessions would be less likely to be 
approved in future. 
 

(c) New Core Regulations 
 

Reported: that the Deputy Dean had considered an email from the 
Department of Physics expressing concern that the new core 
regulations would disadvantage a number of its students. The 
Department’s general conclusion was that its students’ results would 
have been worse through application of the new regulations. 
 
Noted: 
 
(i) that it was important to remember that the new Core Regulations 

permitted students to resit modules to the value of 40 credits in 
Level 2. The Department of Physics would have been unable, 
however, to factor such a possibility into its calculations; 

 
(ii) that the Department of Mathematical Sciences would like to 

consider a student’s overall average mark, at programme rather 
than modular level; 

 
(iii) that some members of Faculty TLC would like to see 

compensation allowed for Level 3 and Level 4 of integrated 
Masters programmes. 

 
(iv) that one member of Faculty TLC raised a query regarding the 

possibility of resits for all penultimate year students; 
 

(v) that the Working Group on Learning Outcomes had considered 
all these issues carefully and had had detailed discussions with a 
number of departments who had concerns. While it was important 
to monitor carefully the impact of the new regulations on student 
progression and achievement, it was too early to assess this at 
present. 

 
Agreed: that the concerns of Faculty TLC should be forwarded to TLC. 
 

(d) Good Practice Website 
 
Reported: that departments be reminded that the Undergraduate 
Section maintains a website of good practice, identified at University 
Reviews and similar fora, at: 
www.dur.ac.uk/undergraduate.section/local/good_practice.htm 
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9. REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN BY THE DEPUTY DEAN AND ASSOCIATE 
DEAN 

 
Received: a report of action taken by the Deputy Dean and Associate Dean, 
acting on behalf of the TLC Faculty of Science Sub-Committee since its last 
meeting. 

(Document TLC SSC/03/20 – filed with the Minutes) 
  
10. DEPARTMENTAL ISSUES 
 

Noted: that no issues were raised. 
 
11. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Reported: that the next meeting of the Committee will be held at 9.30 am on 
18 February 2004.  A further meeting will be held at 9.15am on 05 May 2004.  
All meetings will convene in the Council Room, University Office.   

 
Noted: that one member of the Committee requested that in future years 
meetings be held on a Wednesday afternoon, so as not to inconvenience 
staff with teaching commitments. 

 
Agreed: that the DSU representative would check with the DSU Education 
and Welfare Officer whether such a proposal would cause any difficulties. 

(Action: PR) 


	M I N U T E S

