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U N I V E R S I TY   OF  D U R H A M

TEACHING & LEARNING COMMITTEE, FACULTY OF SCIENCE SUB-COMMITTEE

19 October 2000

A meeting of the Teaching and Learning Committee Faculty of Science Sub-Committee was held at
2.15pm on Thursday 19 October 2000 in the High Wood Room, Science Site, Durham.

Present: Dr K J Orford (Dean & Chairman), Dr M J Eacott (Deputy-Dean), Dr D J Robson (Sub-
Dean), Dr M Watson, Dr E J F Ross, Mr B M Hodgson, Dr A R Selby, Dr P J Atkins, Dr D G
Pearson, Dr I MacPhee, Prof R Abram, Prof A F Harding, Ms G Campling, Mr M J Alexander, Mr
E Matthew (DSU Rep), with Dr J P Pearson and Mrs A Leybourne (in attendance).

M I N U T E S

1. TERMS OF REFERENCE

Received:

(a) the Terms of Reference of the Committee for 2000/2001;
(Document TLC SSC/00/01 filed with the minutes)

(b) the Terms of Reference for its Sub-Committee - the Management Committee for the
Degree of BSc with Honours in Natural Sciences, for 2000/2001.

(Document TLC SSC/00/02 filed with the minutes)

Noted: that the terms of reference for the Management Committee for the Degree of BSc with
Honours in Natural Sciences, previously agreed by the Faculty of Science Sub-Committee,
had not been approved by TLC in the format originally recommended.

Agreed: that the attached terms of reference of the Management Committee for the Degree of
BSc with Honours in Natural Sciences be resubmitted to TLC for approval.

(ATTACHMENT 1)

2. MEMBERSHIP

Welcomed: new members of the Faculty of Science Sub-Committee.

Reported: the Membership of the Faculty of Science Sub-Committee for 2000/2001, as
approved by TLC.

(Document TLC SSC/00/03 filed with the minutes)

3. MINUTES

Confirmed: the Minutes of the meeting held 12 April 2000.
(Document TLC SSC/00/04 filed with the minutes)

Reported: that the Minutes of the above meeting had been forwarded for consideration by
TLC, at its meeting held on 9 May 2000.
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4. DURHAM UNIVERSITY ONLINE (DUO)

Received: a presentation by Dr Barbara Watson regarding the establishment of an online
learning environment for the University of Durham.

Noted:

(a) that DUO used blackboard software;

(b) that DUO provided web-based course management and administration;

(c) that Durham currently had c.2,500 students using DUO with access to 132 modules
online;

(d) that students and academics could log-on and use DUO from outside the University;

(e) that any interest in using DUO, either individual or departmental, should be directed to
Dr Watson/ITS, who would be pleased to set up and train prospective users;

(f) that the Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, extended thanks to Dr Watson for her
presentation.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a) Minute 4 (d) Reports From Teaching and Learning Committee: Proposed Changes to
UDSC TLC

Reported: that Biomedical Sciences, Applied Psychology and Environmental Sciences
had moved from the responsibility of the UDSC Sub-Committee to that of the Faculty
of Science Sub-Committee.

(b) Minute 4 (h): Reports From Teaching and Learning Committee: Proposal for New
Undergraduate Degrees

Reported: that the Vice-Chancellor, acting on behalf of Senate, had approved the
introduction of the BSc in Engineering and the consequential withdrawal of the BEng
degree with effect from October 2000.

Noted: that the Department of Engineering was in the process of trying to reintroduce a
fully accredited BEng.

(c) Minute 4 (l): Reports From Teaching and Learning Committee: Starred Modules

Reported: that Senate had approved, at its meeting of 23 May 2000, as recommended
by the Teaching and Learning Committee, the removal of the designation of Level 1
modules as 'starred modules' with effect from October 2000 so that all Level 1 modules
would have to be passed at 40%.

Noted: that this change would not cause problems for the Science Faculty but would
naturally increase the number of students following the Ordinary degree route.
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6. REPORTS FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE

Reported:

(a) Minute 85 (b): Examinations and Assessment Review

Reported: that TLC had reaffirmed its view that reading time should be included in the
time allowed for examinations (and the time of the examination be increased if
necessary to accommodate this).

Noted: that in some circumstances it may be necessary to redesign the examination
papers to allow for any necessary reading time to be included within the overall time of
the examination but within the guidelines set out by TLC.

(b) Minute 91: Anonymous Marking

Reported:

(i)    that TLC regarded it as good practice to preserve anonymity for as long as
possible during the degree classification process;

(ii)    that Boards of Studies/Subject Management Boards had been asked to review
their practices.

Noted: that some external examiners had seen the preservation of anonymity for as
long as possible during the degree classification process as detrimental to students
because it limited the time for case pleading;

Agreed: that departments should use their discretion to maintain anonymity as long as
possible while maintaining the full agreement of the external examiners.

(c) Minute 92: Assessment of Skills in Oral Communication and Group Work

Received: the guidelines on good practice in these forms of assessment.
(Document TLC SSC/00/05 filed with the minutes)

Noted:

(i) that the guidelines would have an impact on the Faculty of Science because,
during the final year most four year programmes, there was a substantial amount
of quasi-research with embedded communication and, often, group work skills;

(ii) that Section 5, ‘University Policy’, was of great importance and must be adhered
to;

(iii) that Central Government was directing the need to embed key skills and QAA
were tightening up on key skills and how they would be assessed.



4

(d) Minute 95 (c)(i): Student Progression: 4-Year Degree Programmes

Reported: Further to TLC’s recommendation on 16 May 2000, Senate had approved a
change in the pass mark from Level 3 to Level 4 in the MSci programmes in Chemistry
and in Physics and in the MMath programme from 50% to 40% with effect from
October 2000 (Minute 702).

(e) Minute 95 (c)(iv): Departmental Matters: Dept of Geological Sciences

Reported: that the concerns of the Department of Geological Sciences, about the cost
to departments of students’ absences from field trips as a result of early/late
registration requests, had been referred to the working group on early/late registration.
The working group had felt that no alternative to the present arrangements was
practicable unless significant numbers of students were missing field trips.

Noted:

(i) that the current structure of the academic year still remained a problem;

(ii) that the Working Group on Early/Late Registration has been subsumed within
the Structure of the Academic Year Working Group;

(iii) that sporting concessions must now be discussed with the department.  Dr Peter
Warburton would judge the importance of the sporting event over the effect
upon the student’s work in the department(s);

(iv) that if departments had concerns over the financial implications of consequent
sporting concessions they should direct their queries to the Treasurers’
Department.

(f) Minute 102 (b): Structure of the Academic Year

Reported: that Senate had approved proposals for a Working Group to review issues
associated with the differences in the structure of the academic year at Durham and
UDSC.  This would include consideration of issues currently associated with early/late
registration.

(g) Minute 104 (b): Attendance at Lectures

Received: TLC’s detailed comments.
(Document TLC SSC/00/06 filed with the minutes)

Reported: that the Chairman had taken action to advise departments of the issues
associated with agreement (i) in Minute 104(b) contained within the attached
document.

Considered: action in relation to agreement (i) in Minute 104(b) contained within the
attached document.
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Noted:

(i) that lectures were not compulsory;

(ii) that non-attendance at lectures could not be used to facilitate a Dean’s warning
but could be used for a department to issue its own warning;

(iii) that programmes with laboratory classes and lectures had very strong links and
as such attendance at lectures would be apparent within laboratory performance.

(h) Minute 104 (c): Summative Assessment

Received: TLC’s detailed comments.
(Document TLC SSC/00/07 filed with the minutes)

Noted:

(i) that any substantial deviation from providing 2-3 hour examinations as part of
the summative assessment would need explanation and justification to be
approved;

(ii) that the student body had no sense of issue with this matter;

(iii) that some students had actually preferred 3 hour examinations because it meant
that they could compensate more easily for one bad answer on a longer paper
with more questions.

(i) Minute 105: Working Group on Early/Late Registration

Received: the revised Teaching and Learning Handbook entry and early registration
application form.

(Document TLC SSC/00/08 filed with the minutes)

Reported: that TLC had noted concerns that some students were seeking to register
before they received their exam results.  This had not been acceptable and departments
should help to ensure that this did not happen.  The letter sent to students permitted to
register early should make it clear students cannot register before receiving their exam
results.

Noted:

(i) that is was very difficult to reorganise registration over a longer period than one
day because of the current structure of the academic year;

(ii) that the long-term future would be clearer by June 2001 and that the University
would have to use ad hoc measures until then;

(iii) that it was important for staff to understand the correct order of procedure for
dealing with sporting concessions: redress to the college, followed by the
department, and then the Director of Sport;
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(iv) that one department had suggested using a receipting system for registering
students to limit queuing.

(j) Minute 106: Formative Feedback on Summative Work

Received:

(i) a revised entry for the Teaching and Learning Handbook giving guidelines on
formative feedback on summative work.

(Document TLC SSC/00/09 filed with the minutes)

(ii) Teaching and Learning Committee Minute 106: Formative Feedback on
Summative Work.

(Document TLC SSC/00/10 filed with the minutes)

Considered: a response to TLC covering the points raised in agreement (b) of the
attached TLC Minute 106.

Noted:

(i) that a range or letter grade was better for consistency and, therefore, better for
students because they had proved less confusing;

(ii) that one department had shown concern over the inability to specify grades to
students in writing because it had led to students seeking complaint over marks
they did not have because they had transcribed them incorrectly when received
orally;

(iii) that the Registrar should maintain singular control over mark distribution to
minimise any potential problems.

Agreed: that TLC’s revised entry for the Teaching and Learning Handbook giving
guidelines on formative feedback on summative work provided no problems and
enabled a liberal interpretation to ‘allow each department to pursue the practices which
it felt would be most appropriate to its own pattern of teaching, learning and
assessment’.

(k) Minute 112: Admissions Procedures

Reported:

(i) that TLC had noted that it appeared likely that the deadline for receipt of
applications by UCAS will be extended from 15 December to 15 January.
Discussions are being held internally to consider the implications of this;

(ii) that TLC had noted that UCAS intended to introduce any changes from 2002 or
2003 entry and that therefore no changes had been envisaged to the internal
admissions procedure for 2001 entry.

Secretary’s Note: that UCAS had now extended the deadline for receipt of applications
until 15 January.
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(l) Minute 114: Membership of Boards of Examiners

Reported: that TLC had recommended to Senate that the Chairman/Chairwoman of a
Board of Examiners should be an ex-officio member of the Board – i.e. a member of
academic staff.  On 27 June 2000 (Minute 788), Senate had agreed to this
recommendation and provision would be included in the Teaching and Learning
Handbook.

(m) Minute 116: CRAM – Annual Reports from Boards of Studies/Subject Management
Boards

Received: Teaching and Learning Committee Minute 116: CRAM – Annual Reports
from Boards of Studies/Subject Management Boards.

(Document TLC SSC/00/11 filed with the minutes)

(n) Minute 122 (d): Timetable for Module Changes

Received: revised guidelines.
(Document TLC SSC/00/12 filed with the minutes)

Agreed: that these guidelines were satisfactory, formalising the procedure currently
followed.

7. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

FESTIVAL OF SCIENCE

Noted:

(i) that the required Sponsorship for the Festival of Science would amount to
between £10,000 and £15,000;

(ii) that last year the Dean’s Fund had had to supplement the shortfall in sponsorship
but, unfortunately, this year, there was no Dean’s Fund;

(iii) that HEFCE were changing their funding formula and that one consideration
would be to what extent departments reached out into the local community;

(iv) that there was a need for local students that could help off-set the increase in
departments’ quotas;

(v) that the Festival could only run if enough sponsorship was made available;

(vi) that there had been a problem with sponsors dropping out at the last minute,
leaving the total sponsorship short;

(vii) that each department was requested to ask their members whether they would be
prepared to underwrite any possible losses up to c£200 into the Festival.
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8. REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN BY THE DEAN AND DEPUTY DEAN

Received: a report of action taken by the Dean and Deputy Dean, acting on behalf of the TLC
Faculty of Science Sub-Committee since its last meeting.

(Document TLC SSC/00/13 filed with the minutes)

9. CORE REGULATIONS FOR PART-TIME DEGREES

Received:

(a) Core Regulations for Part-time Degrees as approved by the Vice Chancellor on behalf
of Senate;

(Document TLC SSC/00/14 filed with the minutes)

(b) a paper from TLC explaining the rationale for the regulations for the award of a
diploma;

                     (Document TLC SSC/00/15 filed with the minutes)

(c) revised wording of the regulation regarding membership of a college or a society
approved by the Vice Chancellor on behalf of Senate;

(Document TLC SSC/00/16 filed with the minutes)

(d) a breakdown of student numbers studying for part-time degrees within departments of
the Faculty of Science.

(Document TLC SSC/00/17 filed with the minutes)

Noted: that one member considered that there were problems with the application of the Core
Regulations for Part-time Degrees to programmes at UDSC.

Agreed: that the member should elucidate his points of concern to the Secretary who would
make a report to the Dean.

(Action: JPP)

10. DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS

Environmental Sciences

Reported: that the Chairman of TLC had taken chair’s action to approve the re-introduction
of the module, Social Research, Design and Practice.  As there were now two modules of the
same name, one double and one single weighted, they had been renamed as follows:

(i) Social Research, Design and Practice A – Double;
(ii) Social Research, Design and Practice B – Single.

11. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Reported: that the next meeting of the Committee would be held at 9.30am on 14 February
2001.
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