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Collingwood College would like to thank alumnus 

Guy de la Bedoyere (1977-80) for kindly allowing us 

to use ‘Jarrow Seasons’ as the cover image  

Wood Words Online 

Alumni News & Events 

2014 After Hours Events 

London 

7th November 

The Gherkin  

Click through to register 

for this event 

Stay Connected! 

If you have any news to contribute to the forthcoming Wood Words 

magazine (Winter 2014/15), please email  

collingwood.alumni@durham.ac.uk. We would love to hear from you! 

We are delighted to announce that alumnus Mark Hillery will deliver the seminar  “Careers in the 

Financial Sector” on 31st October 2014.  

Alumni are invited to attend our first Invitation Formal of the 2014/15 academic year on 

Wednesday 5th November. Email collingwood.alumi@durham.ac.uk to express interest. 

Places will be offered on a first-come-first-served basis.  

On 12th November 2014, award-winning journalist, author and Collingwood alumna 

Tanith Carey will present a talk about her hotly-anticipated forthcoming book Taming the 

Tiger Parent.  
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A word from the Principal 

Along South Road, Gas Board staff are frantically working to complete 

major works before the start of the term. In College, the turning circle is 

populated by a fleet of vans variously advertising the services of builders, 

decorators, electricians and plumbers. College allocation is now 

complete. Last year’s much-loved JCR President, James Proudfoot, has 

just called around to our house to say farewell as he heads off to start his 

new career – a moving experience in both senses of the term. The 

mornings are noticeably cooler and the evenings are darkening earlier. 

The autumn beckons and the return of The Wood is now uppermost in 

our minds.  

We are now busily planning our calendar for next term and look forward 

to many visits from former students. Collingwood alumni often spend 

time with us (indeed, a pair of Collingwood alumni – newlyweds -recently 

spent a night in college as part of their honeymoon). Sometimes contacts 

are informal and spontaneous; some bring their offspring along in the 

hope that their next family generation will follow in their footsteps. 

Usually we try to encourage interaction with our students as such 

encounters are an important means of helping those ‘living the moment’ 

here to learn more about the history and traditions of the College. Each 

term, seminars or mentoring sessions reflecting the specialist expertise of 

alumni are provided. This autumn, for example, we welcome Mark 

Hillery (1985-1988) who will provide a candid perspective on careers in 

the world of finance, and Tanith Carey (1985-88 ) who will be speaking 

about issues raised in her latest book, Taming the Tiger Parent. Such 

occasions are greatly cherished by our students.  

Another highlight event next term will surely be our Hat Trick Formal 

which will be held on November 5
th
. Alumni are most welcome to sign 

up for this. On this occasion, we shall celebrate Collingwood’s success in 

winning the Inter-Collegiate Sports Trophy for the past three years in a 

row. The scale of our students’ success is significant with a total points 

score of 3140 compared with that of second place perennial sporting 

bridesmaid, Hild-Bede on 2363 (and I write this as a Hild-Bede man 

from 1973-77) and Hatfield on 2279. Collingwood was also placed first 

in the Points per Student table. 

What is particularly fascinating is that our teams do not appear to top the 

various sports’ league tables to the extent that one might anticipate. What 

our profile suggests is that Collingwood’s pre-eminence is not a 

consequence of reliance upon a relatively small proportion of elite 

performers. Rather, it reflects the sky-high participation rate of our 

students and their desire to do their best whatever their level of expertise. 

For me, this reflects our core emphasis upon encouraging each student 

to be the best they can be in whichever domains they choose to focus 

upon.  

Next year we hope to give additional attention to supporting our 

burgeoning community of musicians, and developing our volunteering 

programmes, both in the North-East and further afield. As always, the 

guidance and support of our alumni will be hugely appreciated. Please 

contact me if you would like to make a scheduled visit or, alternatively, 

feel free to just drop in at any time. We will always be delighted to 

welcome you back.        

-Joe Elliott 

President’s Review 

Freshers’ week 2013/14 was an incredible 

example of what Collingwood can achieve 

through the hard work of its members. Sally 

Wardle (Senior Freshers’ Rep for 2013/14) 

organised the festival themed week entitled 

‘Fresh Air.’ Dodgems, a roller disco (in the 

dining hall), laser quest, a paint fight and live 

music acts were just a few of the incredible 

activities put on for the incoming first years. 

Once again Collingwood ranked 1st in the inter

-collegiate sporting competition, (the third year 

in a row, as Joe points out). Our other long 

standing extra-curricular institution ‘The 

Woodplayers’ continues to put on high-quality 

college productions, this year including Bram 

Stoker’s ‘Dracula’ as well as the much-loved 

American musical ‘Grease’. Our Tech 

Committee continue to ensure the technical 

side of the productions matches the impressive 

acting talent on show.  

Unsurprisingly, our events team (or ‘Ents’ as we 

call them), have maintained the high 

Collingwood standard, putting on bigger and 

better events each year (the word on South 

Road is that all the other colleges are dying to 

get their hands on a Collingwood Ents ticket!). 

This is undoubtedly because of the hard work 

of our Ents Committee and staff. The ‘Toys & 

Games’ theme of Winter Solstice 2013/14 

made for an incredible evening including a 

myriad of rooms inspired by favourite 

childhood games. Spring Ball saw the return of 

the Miami fairground ride (that’s right, a 

fairground ride in the turning circle!); 

Sportsman’s Ball celebrated the sportsmen and 

women who had so successfully dedicated 

themselves to their clubs, and we ended the 

year with Cirque du Soleil themed Summer 

Ball. 

The JCR Executive Committee (known as the 

Exec) worked on many development projects 

over the year. One of the biggest changes made 

was the addition of the Communications 

Officer to the Exec, who will be taking on the 

publicity responsibilities and maintaining JCR 

mailing lists. They will also be responsible for 

the JCR Toilet Paper (not literal loo roll, but 

the termly news bulletin pinned to the back of 

the toilet doors). At the start of the year we will 

soon welcome a brand new JCR website; with 

an all new layout, it will be easier for 

prospective students to get a better idea of what 

goes on in the JCR, as well as improving the 

current students’ access to information about 

upcoming events, sports fixtures and society 

notices.  

As for physical improvements, at the beginning 

of the year the college bursar, operations 

manager and I worked hard to freshen up and 

transform the JCR into a more comfortable 

space. We now have new furniture allowing 

students to relax as well as work, the walls have 

received a fresh coat of paint, and we have 

purchased additional pool and table tennis 

tables (challenge Joe to a game, if you dare). As 

well as this, thanks to the generous support and 

contribution of Alumni we are now the proud 

owners of a baby grand piano. Throughout the 

year this has been used numerous times for 

various concerts, formals and, more generally, 

has made the walk down the main corridor a 

little more melodic. Looking forwards, there 

are plans to refurbish the computer room and 

college library to provide even better facilities, 

and I know I’ll be back to see the finished 

product! 

The new Exec has been elected, the next batch 

of fresher reps have been selected and as the 

new academic year begins, I am confident that 

through the support of students, staff, friends 

and alumni Collingwood will continue to grow 

and flourish.   

  -James Proudfoot, JCR President 2013-14 

The Stag’s Head in Review 

This year has been a year of change for the MCR; we have recently 

elected to become a DSO, (Durham Student Organisation– a status 

that allows us to operate within the organisational and governance 

structure of the University), which will enable us to grow on our 

own and become the best that we can be. Once again, our numbers 

have increased, and we hope for this to continue next academic 

year, resulting in more college space and rooms dedicated to 

postgraduate use. As usual, the MCR has welcomed 4th year 

Collingwood undergraduates as honorary members to join us for 

events (in particular, Inter-MCR formals have been very popular!). 

We have continued to organise our research forums allowing 

postgraduates to present their research and gain invaluable 

presentation experience. 

We have, once again, opened our doors to other MCRs, hosting an 

Inter-MCR Formal, to which postgrads from other colleges are 

invited to dine with us, Collingwood Style – Fancy Dress very much 

encouraged! The event was, of course, very well received by all who 

attended, with over 150 guests from other colleges. The event had a 

light casino theme, with live music down in the Stag’s Head after 

the meal. I must thank our wonderful Social Secretary, Jess, for 

organising this.      -Cole Sims, MCR President 

MCR Review 

As we say goodbye to our 

2013/14 JCR sabbatical offic-

ers , James Proudfoot and 

Jake Newport, we welcome 

the incoming officers. 

Jake Hooker 

JCR President 

2014/15 

Declan Lamyman 

Bar Steward 

2014/15 

A core element of the Senior Common Room is about supporting 

the intellectual and social development of the College community, 

and it’s been fantastic to see that played out this year in a number 

of ways. Members have been actively involved in giving careers 

advice and guidance to younger members of college through CV 

workshops and career-specific talks and master-classes. This year 

also saw the revival of the JCR/MCR/SCR quiz, and we’ve been 

delighted to host a number of engaging talks from some of our 

brightest undergraduates and postgraduates.  

The vibrancy of our current SCR community was further seen in 

our playing host to a highly successful intercollegiate SCR formal 

earlier in the year. The Penthouse Suite was filled with members 

of other SCRs from across the University for a wonderful evening 

of fine food and wine, accompanied by the home-grown talent of 

our JCR musicians; a great way to show off our College to the rest 

of the University!    

In February we were delighted to install a further piece of stained 

glass in the SCR, (featured as the background image of this article) 

created by long-standing SCR member Edwin Fellows. This piece 

records our two most recent Principals, Ed Corrigan and Joe 

Elliott (with space for the next two Principals!).  Along with Ed, we 

were delighted to welcome back two other former Principals for its 

unveiling - Jane Taylor and Gerald Blake. If you are ever around 

in Durham, do pop in and take a look at the stained glass. These 

beautiful and unique pieces chart the history and development of 

Collingwood and are a wonderful link between past and present.   

This is a particularly poignant piece to write, as both Emma, our 

Secretary, and I are stepping down from our positions at the start 

of this new academic year. Emma is relocating back to the North 

West to take up an exciting new position, and I’m enjoying time as 

a new mum. We’ve enjoyed leading the SCR forward over the past 

few years, and wish our successors well - we have every confidence 

that the Senior Common Room will continue to thrive in the years 

to come. Aime le meilleur! 

   -Claire Hall (née Croft), SCR President 2011-2014 

SCR Review 

Sports News 

The start of 2013/14 was hotly anticipated by all members of the club because, 

despite losing talismanic 3rd years from the previous season (James Currie, 

Lewis Haynes, Conor Horgan and Luke Stockton) much of the starting XV was 

retained. These spots were filled with a few enthusiastic freshers and upcoming 

2nd and 3rd years. Highlights of the season included beating rivals Grey by 

upwards of 30 points during a league fixture, and beating Bailey rivals Hild 

Bede by 2 points in the game of the season (Collingwood being the only team 

to beat them all season). Unanticipated draws with Hatfield and Cuths along 

with a shock loss to Trevs (post winter solstice) meant a second place finish in 

the league. In the Floodlit Cup the stage was set for another Hild Bede – 

Collingwood clash in the final, with both teams reaching the semi-finals without 

much issue, however CCRFC were to meet old rivals grey in the semi-final. 

Grey had adapted their game plan effectively since the last meeting of the two 

teams keeping the ball in the forward and starving the effective Collingwood 

backs of the ball.  

High hopes are held for CCRFC next season, with only 3 members of the 

starting XV graduating.        -Declan Lamyman  

The past season for CCSC has been great in a number of ways, but also 

challenging due to the standard we set ourselves after the hugely successful 

2012/13 season for both A and B teams. At the start of the season it was great 

to see such a huge number of first years joining the club, many interested in 

playing squash for the first time. Training sessions were well attended, resulting 

in adequate numbers to play for the teams in college matches, with the A team 

competing in the Premiership and the B team in Division 1.  

The A team had a great start to the season with a 100% record up to mid-

February. One of the performances of the season was our 4 – 1 victory over 

Chad’s A. Unfortunately, although we had some very close matches, results 

then went against us and we could not keep up with the likes of Hild Bede’s A 

and John’s A.  

The B team had a slow start against last year’s champions Trev’s A. 

Subsequently, we were competitive in all matches, with only a few close 

matches going the wrong way for Collingwood, which could have seen the B 

team amongst the top 3.  

All in all, it has been a great year for the squash club, with some firm 

foundations put in place for success in the near future.  -David Ridal 

Rugby 

Squash 

It has been another extremely eventful year for Collingwood College Boat Club, 

ranging from the lows of not being able to row for half of Epiphany term, to the 

highs of Hexham regatta (with both our men’s and women’s top VIIIs and 

women’s top IV winning their respective categories, helping the club come joint 

first in the overall Victor Ludorum). The first men’s VIII has also continued to 

enjoy rowing in the new Stämpfli, ‘Sara Pilkington’, which has been an 

invaluable addition to the club. 

It has been amazing watching the freshers from last year turn into important and 

valued members of the senior men’s and women’s squads, with many of them 

joining the exec after our recent AGM. This year’s freshers have also integrated 

well into the club, with the men forming a senior-fresher VIII and the women 

an armada of novice IVs for both Hexham and Durham Regattas. 

Having not had a great head season due to difficult water conditions, the club 

was very happy to claim both the men’s and women’s novice IV pennants titles. 

The women also sent a very strong boat to WeHoRR, coming in as the top 

novice VIII. The men were disappointed, having trained hard on the Tyne and 

looked forward to a strong result, to find HoRR abandoned due to unrowable 

water past Hammersmith Bridge after waiting at the start for over an hour. 

Moving onto regatta season, both our squads went from strength to strength, 

achieving the aforementioned category wins, leading to the first men’s VIII 

placing 6th out of 12 in Championship VIIIs time trial, beating a strong 

Newcastle University crew, and unfortunately losing to a very strong DARC 

boat in the next round.  

Looking forward to next year, both squads hope to continue to be competitive 

in both head season and regatta season, with the men hoping to send a crew to 

BUCS regatta. 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has given their time, effort and 

money to the club and I hope everyone can see how much we appreciate the 

support. I would also encourage you to like our new Facebook page for more 

regular updates from CCBC!  

-Jack Ballinger 

Boat Club 

Durham Regatta 2014 ‘Selfie’ at the Hexham Regatta 2014 

Final 2013/14 College standings: 

Women’s Football 

This has been a year of great progress for the CCWAFC, and in particular the B Team. 

Whilst maintaining our ethos as a relaxed side who don't take our general lack of skill too 

seriously, the B girls did actually secure two victories against Chads and Hatfield in 

Michaelmas term and managed to not finish at the bottom of the table for the first time in 

years. As a club, we took on a record number of 50 freshers, (more than any other 

Collingwood sports club!). The majority of whom made their footballing debut for the B 

Team over the course of the year, however several valued club members exist in a solely 

social capacity, regularly joining the team for free post-match chips from our valued sponsor, 

The New Inn. The popularity of the club is on the up and up, with plans to expand into a C 

Team, the CCWAFC girls are proving to be infamous on and off the Maiden Castle pitches. 

-Caroline Hickey 

Music, Arts & Drama Review 

The Arts Society had a fantastic year, 

due to both increased membership 

and several successful events. The 

highlight of the society's year was 

undoubtedly the mural project: 

assisted by Collingwood's artist in 

residence, David Venables, a team of 

Collingwood artists designed and 

painted a mural that stretches the 

length of a wall of The Stag's Head. 

The piece is bright, fun and depicts 

various aspects of the life of a 

Collingwood student; from sports to 

music, cheerleading to drama. It was 

amazing for so many students to have 

the opportunity to work alongside an 

artist as renowned and talented as Mr 

Venables - whom has painted similar 

murals for the University - and to 

create something which will remain a 

part of college (and in a well visited 

and prominent position) for many 

years to come. We hope to run an 

official launch of the mural at the 

beginning of the next academic year.  

Another highlight of the year was the 

Arts Society's Jazz Night. Following 

the Invitation Formal, guests were 

invited down to The Stag's Head for 

an evening of jazz, which was kindly 

provided by Collingwood's Music 

Society. The night was the perfect end 

to a fantastic formal, and will 

hopefully be continued next year. The 

winners of a photography competition 

(funded by a former principal) were 

displayed at the formal, showcasing 

t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  t a l e n t  o f 

Collingwood's student photographers. 

Looking to the future of the Arts 

Society, our successor, Matt Rodaway, 

is sure to do a fantastic job. As 

previous President of the Collingwood 

Music Society, Matt will undoubtedly 

synthesise his passion for music with 

the other arts that Collingwood is so 

lucky to have in order to develop the 

society even further. 

-Lauren Hitchman & George  Pearson 

 

‘Collingwood: The Dining Hall’ by David Venables 

Arts Society 

 
Students during one of David’s art classes 

CCMS is approaching its 2nd Birthday, and 

2013/14 saw the birth of the Butler-Wood 

Orchestra, the inclusion of the SCR and 

MCR, and the first Hill College Music 

Competition. 

Grollingwood Big Band (Grey + 

Collingwood) is currently the biggest 

ensemble in CCMS, and performed at over 

20 different events around Durham this year. 

Collingwood Choir celebrates another 

successful year; at the Invitation Formal in 

March we had the honour of singing 

alongside the chancellor of Durham 

University, Sir Thomas Allen. 

Butler-wood Orchestra made its debut in 

CCMS’s epiphany term concert, playing an 

absolutely magical medley from Harry 

Potter. 

A lot of smaller ensembles under the society 

were formed this year, and the student-

student teaching programme remains strong. 

We finished this year with the annual Night 

at the Proms (open air event in the turning-

circle) attracting an audience of 300. 

We are always on the lookout for new 

members, and last year CCMS opened its 

doors to the MCR and SCR. One of the 

music society’s upcoming events for Summer 

2015 is a combined event between alumni 

and current students. This event will be a 

great opportunity for alumni to experience 

the current Collingwood music scene and 

would also provide the chance to meet 

likeminded alumni. The event would include 

workshops, performances and the chance to 

catch up with old friends. If you are 

interested in this please contact us 

collingwood.music@durham.ac.uk or 

collingwood.alumni@durham.ac.uk. 

    -Matthew Rodaway 

Collingwood College Music Society  

David Venables, Artist in Residence: 

From the beginning of the academic 

year 2013-2014, David Venables held the 

post of Artist in Residence of Collingwood 

College for one term. A wonderful 

exhibition 'A portrait of a College' was 

presented at the end of the residency. 

The objective of the post was to bring, 

through art, a creative response to the 

everyday workings of a college. David 

achieved this by depicting both student life 

and the working lives of college staff; both 

having an equal role in ensuring the 

collegiate system’s continuance and its place 

within the wider community of the North 

East and beyond. 

 

Artist’s statement (excerpt) : 

“As a Northerner still living in the North of 

England I am constantly aware of our 

industrial heritage and the lives that shaped 

it. The dignity of working people, past and 

present, with their unique modes of 

expression and dialect, has always inspired 

me to try to capture their down-to-earth 

beauty in the context of their work and 

leisure. 

My art is my personal view of the world I 

knew growing up in the 1940s and '50s. The 

art needs little explanation. It is as direct as a 

housewife's scorn to an errant husband, and 

as gentle and soothing as a mother's kiss to 

an unhappy child. They are my people! My 

art depicts the sights of a not too distant past 

with their sounds and smells and zeitgeist. A 

time when health and safety was yet to 

become part of everyday working and 

domestic consciousness.” 

2013/14 has been a marvellous year for the Woodplayers – one that has seen 

new initiatives (such as a sparkly new logo and a costume hiring service), lots of 

fantastic newcomers and some of our most successful shows to date.  

We kicked off Michaelmas term with a production of Dracula that was 

described by a Durham Student Theatre reviewer as “brilliantly gripping and 

suitably haunting”. Directed by veteran Woodplayer Georgie Glen, the play 

was notable for its striking, monochrome design and also for Georgie’s 

incredibly well received decision to cast both Renfield and Van Helsing as 

women. As well as some familiar faces, Harker, Renfield and Lucy were all 

played by first-year students, whilst second-year Matt Beebee made his stage 

debut as Dr. Seward.  

Second-year student Cerys Jones took on the most anticipated event of the 

year –the Collingwood Musical. Daringly, she opted for Grease, so we had a 

lot to live up to. Thankfully, due to Cerys’ irresistible enthusiasm and the 

tireless efforts of the sizeable cast and crew, the show was an undeniable 

success. We were incredibly well reviewed by student publications across the 

board and toes could be heard tapping in the audience night after night 

(Principal Joe Elliot even dug out his studded leather jacket for the occasion). 

Again, we welcomed many first time performers, notably first-year student 

Arthur Lewis who shone as Danny Zucko alongside the talented third-year 

Clara Shepherd as Sandy.  

In the Summer Term we stuck to our winning formula of performing a double 

bill of plays, this year seeing finalist Charlotte Crossley tackle The Tempest 

alongside Matt Beebee’s interpretation of the political satire Farragut North. 

The plays complimented each other perfectly, with both directors expertly 

turning their hands to the challenging themes and producing compelling and 

enticing pieces of theatre. Cole Sims gave his final Woodplayers performance 

as Prospero in The Tempest whilst first-year student Sasoon Moskofian made 

his debut as the lead in Farragut North. Summer Term is always a tricky time 

to get bums on seats, but both plays were very well attended and rounded off a 

very profitable year in style.  

As always, we capped off the year with the C’oscars ceremony to recognise the 

achievements of our members and to celebrate the year’s successes. And what 

a lot we had to celebrate. 

We now have a Facebook group for you lovely Woodplayers alumni. Click 

here to keep up-to-date and receive discounts to shows. 

        -Sian Green & Jess Wallis 

Woodplayers 

The Woodplayers’ 13/14 musical 

Welcome to our second “Wood Words 

Online” – Collingwood’s e-newsletter that gives 

you a review of all the latest happenings at 

‘The Wood. 

Our annual and familiar hard-copy “Wood 

Words” magazine will follow again in early 

2015, and like last year, this publication will tell 

the stories of our alumni and provide a 

platform for our current students to share their 

experiences of research internships, travel 

projects and so much more. If you prefer to 

receive an email only version of the magazine, 

please let us know. If you have any news to 

contribute to the forthcoming edition of 

“ W o o d  W o r d s ”  p l e a s e  e m a i l : 

collingwood.alumni@durham.ac.uk 

‘After Hours’ are informal 

drinks events open to all 

Collingwood alumni and their 

guests living or working in the 

local vicinity.  

Sir Thomas Allen (3rd from right) singing with Collingwood Choir, March 2014 

2013-14 has been another great year for ‘The Stag’s Head’; we have 

refurbished in front and behind the bar (which was long overdue!) vastly 

improving hygiene standards and the overall quality of the bar space. 

The right hand wall now features a Collingwood mural co-created by 

Collingwood students and our resident artist (see the Arts Society review 

for further info) which people say is much better than Chad’s 

Underground-style-Durham-map artwork. There have also been 

changes and improvements regarding how the bar is run to make it 

more efficient and, most importantly, keep prices low and quality of 

service high! Don’t take my word for it, come and see for yourself; we’d 

love for you to pop in for a drink. If you’re ever in Durham, just drop us 

an email to arrange: collingwood.bar@durham.ac.uk. 

As always, ‘The Stag’s Head has hosted many events throughout the 

year. These have included Open Mic Nights, Take Me Out, Mr 

Collingwood, the Sunday night pub quiz, theme nights, a jazz night, 

Eurovision screening, entertainment after formals and many sporting 

fixtures on the big screen, including the World Cup. 

The highlight of any Bar Steward’s year is surely their respective college 

day, and, of course, this is particularly true at Collingwood (given that we 

are, unofficially, the best college!). The theme this year was “Wild, 

Wild, 'Wood ” and areas of college and its grounds were transformed 

into the Wild West, with tepees, totem poles, wagon trains, laser 

shooting galleries, multiple Saloons, live music and, of course, the 

obligatory obstacle course and inflatables. We take our (cowboy) hats off 

to our previous JCR president’s band, Harry Rylott and the Sharks, who 

returned to play before Beatlemania this year. Many said the Sharks 

upstaged Beatlemania and I would have to agree, although dancing with 

Joe Elliott and the whole college to “Hey Jude” certainly was a personal 

highlight. 

On an individual level, I have found my year as Bar Steward very 

challenging, but equally rewarding. I came to the role with a lot of bar 

work experience, but, as Gemma pointed out in the last issue, I have 

come to the realisation that being a good bartender is a world away from 

managing a bar properly. Although it has been a challenging year, this 

unusual opportunity (where else do students have the opportunity to run 

their friends’ local?) has given me invaluable experience, and I wish my 

successor Dec Lamyman, all the best for the coming year . 

 

-Jake Newport, Bar Steward 2013-14 

As the academic year came to an end, so did the tenure of our first sabbatical Alumni & Development Officer, 

Emma Brownlow. Her hard work over the past few years has reignited the Collingwood alumni community, and as 

her successor, I would like to take this opportunity to thank her. 

So, a little bit about myself, Charlotte Crossley. The eagle-eyed and devoted readers (I hope there are a few) might 

recognise my name from the Arts Review in the last issue. Aside from muddling through Shakespeare’s poetry 

during my time with the Woodplayers, I also enjoyed playing (somewhat badly) for the netball club and, of course, 

a pint of real ale in the Stag’s Head! 

Over the course of this year, I’m looking forward to seeing some familiar faces and connecting with many new 

ones.  In particular, I hope to see many of you in London at the Sterling (the Gherkin!) in November. I’ve spent 

the last few weeks digging around in our College archives, so expect a few historic gems to turn up at these 

events...oh, and bring your business card along too, to be in with the chance of winning a much coveted 

Collingwood prize!  

With the successful alumni that Collingwood fosters, I know that your time is precious, but I really do hope to see 

you at one of our events, or hear from you via email or phone (and it goes without saying that you will always be 

welcome at Collingwood!). In particular, I’m very interested in seeing any photos of your time in college; the cover 

image of this magazine is a collage of four photos, one taken every three months from an alumnus’ bedroom during 

the academic year 1979-80 –isn’t it fantastic? I hope to hear from you soon and if you have suggestions or ideas for 

new events or alumni activities, please do get in touch.  

–Charlotte Crossley, Alumni & Development Officer 

Farewells and Introductions  

Collingwood Outreach 

 

Events taking place in Collingwood 

At the beginning of March, Collingwood hosted thirteen Year 12 students from the Robert Clack School in Barking & Dagenham.  

 

The Robert Clack secondary school is situated in a relatively deprived area of London, and when Sir Paul began as Head teacher in 1997 the 

school was failing. Under the leadership of Sir Paul Grant , the previously failing school has gone from strength-to-strength and increasing 

numbers of Robert Clack students are now securing places at universities in the UK and even the USA.  

 

Collingwood hosted a group of students who will be applying to university in October 2014 with the simple aim of showing them what life at 

Collingwood and Durham is all about. Current students and staff gave talks and tours but, undoubtedly, for all concerned the highlight of the trip 

was the Invitation Formal, centred on the theme of ‘Partnership’.  

 

Students from both institutions enjoyed the experience and Collingwood hopes to explore similar opportunities in the future. 

Email collingwood.alumni@durham.ac.uk for more information about any event. 
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