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Proposed Resolution 
Wider Student Experience Committee is asked to:  
 
 

Communication 
Status: Paper  

Open x Open Internal  
Confidential 
Restricted/External 

 

Communication 
Status: 
Appendices 

Open  
Open  
Internal  

 
Confidential 
Restricted/External 

 

Freedom of 
Information 
Exemption and 
Rationale 

Paper: n/a 

Appendices: n/a 

 
 
Previous Consideration by this or other Committee N/A 
 
Further Committee approval required Wider Student Experience Committee to receive this 
report at its 16th May 2019 meeting. 
 
Appendices N/A 
 

 
1. Executive Summary 

1.1 This is a report of the Development and Communities Sub-Committee, held on 14th March 
2019.  The agenda and papers for this meeting can be made available on request.  Web 
hosting of Development and Communities Sub-Committee papers will be arranged in the 
near future.  

2. Strategic/Policy Context  

2.1 Development and Communities Sub-Committee supports Wider Student Experience 
Committee in maintaining the quality of the wider student experience and does so in line with 
the Terms of Reference provided by Wider Student Experience Committee.  The Sub-
Committee has responsibility for scrutinising policy and sub-strategies in support of the 
student development aspect of the Wider Student Experience Strategy. 

2.2 The meeting of the Development and Opportunities Sub-Committee on the 14th March 2019 
received and discussed: 

2.2.1 Students’ Union led presentation concerning their evolving contribution to the 
proposed Wider Student Experience Strategy Refresh. 
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3. Background and Analysis  

3.1 The following provides a summary of the key items considered by the Development and 
Communities Committee: 

3.1.1 The Sub Committee received a presentation from the Students’ Union Opportunities 
Officer which addressed their evolving contribution to the proposed Wider Student 
Experience Strategy Refresh. This promoted discussion around the potential further 
involvement of the SU in providing opportunities and engaging all students, together 
with the need to work more closely with colleges and departments.  It was considered 
that a similar presentation should be made by the SU to the Wider Student 
Experience Committee, incorporating some of the suggestions and comments made 
during discussions, prior to the Green Paper being resubmitted to UEC. 

3.1.2 It was asked whether there was the potential for major organisational changes that 
could have an impact on any of the matters under discussion, noting particularly the 
central role of Colleges in much of what had been discussed. The Chair confirmed 
that he did not believe this to be the case, although noted that he understood there 
were difficulties in ensuring the financial stability of College operations which needed 
addressing. [Note: after the meeting it emerged that the Residential Operations 
Business Process Review had already begun, with affected College staff informed on 
13th March, student consultation beginning on the 15th March, and a formal 
announcement 
via https://www.dur.ac.uk/businessimprovement/local/residentialops/ made on 20th 
March]. 

3.1.3 The Sub Committee noted that the Student Development Programme was still under 
construction and that a further paper outlining the way forward would be going to 
UEC in early April for consideration and approval. 

3.1.4 The Sub Committee noted that the content of the Leadership Programme was still 
being thought through and that UEC had recommended that consideration be given 
to encompassing a broad spectrum of leadership and not focussing on one particular 
area. 

4. Financial and Resource Implications N/A 

5. Risk and Equality, Environmental and Social Impact Analyses 

5.1 No formal analyses have been undertaken. 

6. Consultation N/A 

7. Future Action/next Steps 

7.1 Recommended that a presentation should be made by the SU to the Wider Student 
Experience Committee, incorporating some of the suggestions and comments made during 
discussions, prior to the Green Paper being resubmitted to UEC. 

8. Further Information 

8.1 Further information is available from Quentin Sloper (q.r.sloper@durham.ac.uk). 
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