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Wider Student Experience Committee 

26 September 2018 

Present: Owen Adams (Chair), Quentin Sloper, Simon James, Charlie Walker, Meg 
Haskins, Carolyn Summerbell, Ann MacLarnon, Sam Dale,  Tom Pullman 
(Secretary). 

In attendance:  

Apologies: Glenn McGregor, Ian Whitfield 
 

Part A: Strategic Issues 
 
1. Wider Student Experience Strategy Refresh 

Received: a verbal update on progress with the refresh of the Wider Student Experience 
Strategy (TP) 

Noted: 

a) That the previously agreed timetable had been put back by a term in order to allow for 
benchmarking visits to a range of selected peer institutions; the next draft of the Strategy 
would now be brought in December or January. 

b) That a standard report template based on the structure of the existing strategy draft would 
be prepared and used on each visit. 

c) That the output of the benchmarking exercise would form an appendix to the Strategy. 
 

 
Part B: Items for discussion and approval 

 
2. Community Volunteering – Promotion and Co-ordination 

Received: a paper from Experience Durham, previously considered by the Development and 
Communities Sub-Committee, describing proposed initiatives in relation to community 
volunteering (document WSEC/18/01); 

Noted: 

a) That the proposals sought to recognise the community volunteering that was hosted by all 
parts of the University in relation to the existing strategy goals around community 
volunteering hours: only Experience Durham, Student Community Action and College 
volunteering was currently captured. 

b) That the proposals also sought to increase the visibility of volunteering by arranging or 
designating “signature projects”. 

c) That the relevance of volunteering for international students should be carefully considered. 
 

Agreed: 

d) That a brief document should be brought to a future meeting delineating the precise areas 
in which the Committee’s backing was sought (action: QS). All members were invited to 
submit suggestions. 
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3. Leadership 

Received: a paper from Experience Durham, previously considered by the Development and 
Communities Sub-Committee, describing a proposed Leadership Framework (document 
WSEC/18/02); 

Noted: 

a) That the paper arose from a Strategy Delivery Board request to extend Experience 
Durham’s leadership training beyond sport. 

b) That a consultant was currently conducting initial development work with student leaders. 
c) That there was an overlap with entrepreneurship, but that important differences were 

present. 
d) That reference could be made to the Laidlaw Scholarships programme hosted by the 

Careers and Enterprise Centre, to the academic work on leadership in the Business 
School, and to the welfare work with student leaders initiated by the previous Students’ 
Union Welfare and Liberation Officer. 

e) That the mentoring system proposed was unique within the University as it involved one-to-
one mentoring by alumni. 

f) That the relationship with the Student Development Programme required careful 
exploration as it might be too great a time requirement to complete both; neither could be 
allowed to be contingent on the other. 
 

Agreed: 

g) That inclusivity was of the highest importance, and that the demographics of those 
participating in the scheme should be monitored: the scheme should avoid replicating one 
particular model of leadership in the role models promoted and the speakers chosen, and 
the explicit aim of “connecting like-minded people” should be critically reassessed. 

h) That monitoring and measurement of the scheme’s achievement of its aims must be built 
in. 

 
4. Student Development Programme 

Received: a paper updating the Committee on progress with the new Student Development 
Programme (document WSEC/18/03); 

Noted: 

a) That the proposals to date were commended by the Committee. 
b) That the time commitment implied by the core activities over the course of first year would 

be no more than thirty hours. 
c) That the design and rhetoric of the Programme still risked capturing a privileged 

demographic at the expense of others, due to its emphasis on personal flourishing and 
maximising individual potential as opposed to community contribution. 

d) That the Programme would help students realise the significance of developmental 
experiences that, while unremarkable at Durham, were at a higher level than was typical for 
the wider HE sector. 

e) That the Programme would assist students in choosing extra-curricular opportunities that 
would help them to develop in ways that were more meaningful for them personally. 

f) The possibility that “exit qualifications” could be designed for the benefit of students who 
started the Programme but could not sustain the time commitment. 
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g) That the term “Award” seemed increasingly inappropriate for a scheme intended to benefit 
the great majority of students and mark them out from graduates of other institutions; a 
term indicating belonging might be more appropriate (such as “club” or “fellowship”). 

h) That the Programme added value beyond the activities students would have undertaken in 
its absence through the requirements in its structure for a degree of stretch beyond their 
natural inclinations. 

i) That there was an intention to create a PG component in future years. 
j) That the concept of creativity should have more prominence. 

 

Agreed: 

k) That the possibility to include any activity, including activity outside the University such as 
part-time work or caring responsibilities, should be more clearly highlighted. (Action: 
QS/TP) 

  
5. Senate Delegations 

Received: a verbal brief on the request from a previous meeting of WSEC to investigate the 
possibility of securing delegated powers from Senate in specific areas relating to the Wider 
Student Experience; 

Noted: that the Committee now felt no such delegations were necessary. 

6. Update from Education Committee 

The representative of Education Committee was unable to attend and thus there was no 
update. 

 
7. Chair’s Business 

There were no items of Chair’s business. 

 
Part C: Minutes, reports and information 

 
8. Terms of Reference of Wider Student Experience Committee 

Received: the Terms of Reference of Wider Student Experience Committee (document 
WSEC/18/04). 

9. Minutes of Wider Student Experience Committee 

Received: the minutes of the meeting of Wider Student Experience Committee held 24 May 
2018 (document WSEC/18/05); the report to Senate from the meeting of 24 May 2018 
(document WSEC/18/06); the action log from the previous meeting of Wider Student 
Experience Committee (document WSEC/18/07). 

Agreed: 

a) To approve the minutes of the meeting of 11 April 2018. 
b) That the action log (item on mentoring) should be clarified to reflect that only “college 

mentoring” per se was in scope; and that a wellbeing role was inappropriate for these 
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mentors (as they were not present in all colleges and it was very hard to provide assurance 
of consistent quality). The timeline was to be updated to the end of 2018/19 to allow for 
exploration of the interaction of college mentoring with the Student Development 
Programme pilots. 

 
10. Reports from Sub-Committees 

Received: the report from the 6th September 2018 meeting of the Development and 
Communities Sub-Committee (document WSEC/18/08). 

11. Schedule of business 

Received: the latest version of the schedule of business for Wider Student Experience 
Committee (document WSEC/18/09). 

Noted: that items would be presented to the following meeting by the Student Support and 
Wellbeing Sub-Committee. 

Noted: that a paper outlining all surveys administered to the student body should be brought 
to a future meeting (action: TP). 

12. Dates of future meetings 

Received: the dates of future meetings of Wider Student Experience Committee. 

 


