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We also have a regularly updated facebook group
called “Durham Department of Classics and
Ancient History” featuring photos and news about
the guest lectures, evening events, promotions,
graduations and conferences at the department.
We would be happy to hear from you, so please
write to us (alumni.classics@durham.ac.uk), or
contact us via facebook.

Our department underwent many exciting
changes, especially in the last decade. As you
know, Classics has a long history in Durham, and
boasts a proud record of research recognised and
supported by external funders large and small.
In 2000, the Department won £1.5M from the
Leverhulme Trust to develop cutting-edge taught
programmes which retained a strong emphasis
on the study of the ancient world through Latin
and Greek: this helped us to become one of the
largest, most international, and most successful
Departments in the world, with particular
strengths in Greek and Roman epic, ancient
philosophy, the study of the classical tradition,
and the interface between the ancient
Mediterranean powers and the Near East.
On 25th February 2012 we are planning a
dinner at St Aidan’s College for members of the
Department past and present to mark the end of
our 10-year Leverhulme grant and to celebrate
our current good health. Expect to receive

invitations in the autumn. We hope to welcome
back as many alumni as possible. 

During the academic year 2010/11, our longest
serving member of staff, Dr Clemence Schultze,
has retired and we have hired a young American
scholar Phillip Horky, so that now we have
15 permanent staff members. Maybe you will
remember some of us from your time in Durham.
We will present a number of members of staff in
this newsletter. Regular features will include an
interview in which a member of staff is given an
opportunity to tell you about the reasons why they
chose a career in Classics. In this issue, Professor
Barbara Graziosi presents an interview with me
(pages 06-07). My career path may be unusual,
but I’m sure many of you will be able to
understand the reasons why I was fascinated
with Classics in the first place. Also a regular
feature will be a member of staff presenting their
research and latest publications. In this issue, Dr
Jennifer Ingleheart writes about her work on Ovid,
one of the most compelling Latin poets – and a
poet most of you are familiar with (pages 11-12). 

We will also remember our colleagues and friends
who have enriched our lives and are no longer
with us. In this issue, Dr Johannes Haubold and
Lilah-Grace Fraser pay tribute to Donald Murray,
a promising young scholar who had been a
member of this Department since he came to us

Dear alumni,

This is the first issue of our annual alumni newsletter. Allow me to
introduce myself as Alumni liaison and Director of Communications
and to give you some news of what is happening in our Department.
For more regular updates, please visit our webpage, which now has
a special alumni section: www.durham.ac.uk/classics/alumni.
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as an undergraduate in 2002. In 2011, Donald
succumbed to a recurrent brain tumor that was
first diagnosed five years ago (pages 09-10).

“Shaped by the past, creating the future” is the
motto of Durham University. As a department of
Classics and Ancient History, we are constantly
looking into the past, but our research builds
bridges with the future as well. We are engaged in
international-level research in most of the core
disciplines of Classics, including the study of
ancient literature, philosophy, history and
epigraphy. This wealth of expertise has allowed us
to develop some major interdisciplinary research
groupings along with more distinctive lines as
well. These include two major areas in which we
host interdisciplinary research centres: the Centre
for the Study of the Classical Tradition, and the
Centre for the Study of the Ancient Mediterranean
and the Near East. You can find out more about
the centres by following the links from our main
webpage.

The good standing of our department is reflected
in the national league tables. In the year 2011, we
rose again the league tables, and were ranked
3rd in the UK by both the Times Good University
Guide (up from 5th last year), and 3rd in the
Complete University Guide (3rd-equal last year). 

Our accomplishments in the last 
academic year include:

• Prof. Barbara Graziosi won a European
Research Council Grant of    1.25M in 2011
for a project on the lives of the ancient poets.
Prof. Graziosi has had a good year, winning 
a University Award for Excellence in Doctoral
Supervision as well.

• Dr Ted Kaizer was awarded a Margo Tytus
Summer Fellowship at the University of
Cincinnati for Summer 2011.

• Dr Johannes Haubold and Dr Phillip Horky won
fellowships at the Harvard Center for Hellenic
Studies in Washington. 

• Dr Thorsten Fögen is promoted to Reader 
in the Department from 1st October 2011. 

• Post-Doctoral Fellows: Dr Aglae Pizzone won 
a Newton International Post-Doctoral
Fellowship to work in Durham with Prof.
Graziosi, and arrived in the Department in
January 2011. Dr Valentina di Lascio (a
Leverhulme Early Career Research Fellow)
heard that she had won two prizes for her
PhD: Cambridge's Hare Prize, and the 
2009 Hellenic Foundation Prize for the best 
doctoral dissertation in the ancient category. 
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Our new lecturer Dr Phillip Horky with graduate
students, Head of Department, Prof. George 
Boys-Stones and Dr Ivana Petrovic.

Dr Clemence Schultze was a dedicated
and enthusiastic lecturer.

€
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• Graduates: two graduate students received their
PhD this year: Polly Weddle and Helen Barber.
Three current graduate students have had
articles published or accepted for publication in
prestigious journals: Mirko Canevaro and David
Lewis in Classical Quarterly, and Lilah-Grace
Fraser in the Cambridge Classics Journal. Mirko
also won a prestigious four-month Fellowship at
the British School in Athens; and Lilah had 
a panel proposal accepted for the American
Philological Association meeting to be held 
in Philadelphia in January 2012.

• Undergraduates: Tim Cross, Chung Leung, Jenny
Nugee, and Davina Benstead-Cross won four of
just ten full-funded places available nationally to
both undergraduate and postgraduate students
for the British Museum Classics Numismatics
Summer School in 2010. Nicola Whittington
and Sarah Reed secured places on the summer
courses at the British Schools at Rome and
Athens.

• Other news. The renovation of 1 Dun Cow Lane
was completed, providing us with four new staff
offices (with beautiful views of the Cathedral), 
as well as a well-equipped new room for research
postgraduates. The postgraduate room in 38
North Bailey has now become a dedicated study
space for MA students. In October, Prof. Yang
Huang from Peking University (PKU: the top-
ranked University in China) visited Durham: 
he has been tasked with setting up the first
Department of Western Antiquity in that country.
In March, Prof. Boys-Stones was part of a Faculty
delegation that made a return visit to China,
where we signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to establish exchange links with
PKU. Dr Andrej Petrovic and Dr Ivana Petrovic
once again hosted an acclaimed reception at the
American Philological Association meeting (the
premier networking forum and job market for the
subject) with the help of Lilah Fraser and Mirko
Canevaro. The annual meeting of the Classical
Association, organised in Durham by Prof. Paola
Ceccarelli, was a resounding success: with some
450 delegates, it was the largest CA meeting ever.
Author Lindsay Davies and Sir Peter Stottard (the
incoming CA President) were among those
attending; Prof. Christopher Rowe (recently
retired from the Chair of Greek at Durham) 
gave the Presidential Address.  
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We are proud of these achievements but also 
very aware of the challenging times that lie 
ahead. One of our key aims for the next decade 
is to reconnect with our alumni. You are most
welcome to visit the Department at any time. 
It would be a joy for us to welcome you at the
Department and to introduce you to our current
students. We believe that they can benefit from
your experiences very much. During the last
academic year, there have been several
occasions for alumni to get to know our current
graduate and undergraduate students. One of
the most glamorous events of the academic year
was the Saturnalia Ball which took place in
November 2010 in the Cathedral undercroft. 
This is an annual event organized by the Classics
Society and they would like to welcome as many
alumni as possible. You will find a report from
last year’s ball in this newsletter (page 08). 
We hope that Neill George’s piece on the
Saturnalia 2010 will incite many of you to attend
this event in 2011! On page 07 you can find
more information about the Classics society.

Another opportunity to meet both staff and
undergraduates is the grand celebratory dinner
on 25th February 2012. Your invitations will be
posted in the autumn – please, reserve the date! 

Finally, a more low-key, but very rewarding way 
to reconnect with us and meet our current
students is to attend one of our career evenings.
Our department is very interested in finding new

ways to help our students with their careers. 
We have realized that providing a forum for
alumni and our current students to exchange
experiences would be a very good way of doing
this. On Thursday 3rd March 2011 Roly Allen,
who graduated in 2000 (BA Classics) provided 
a very well attended and successful presentation
on graduate recruitment as a central part of our
Careers’ event. Roly set up his own graduate
recruitment businesses after leaving Durham 
and has worked with many of the biggest and
most interesting graduate recruiters in Europe
(from big banks and law firms to the Civil Service
and MI6). This evening was such a success, that
we are now planning a regular series of talks
throughout the year. If you are interested in
talking to our undergraduates about your career
path and can offer advice on recruitment, job
applications and interviews, we’d be delighted 
to organize a career talk at the department. If 
you wish to talk to undergraduates, or have 
ideas and suggestions, please contact us at
alumni.classics@durham.ac.uk. Our students
would be delighted to benefit from your
experiences and we are very interested in 
hearing all about your current careers. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Yours sincerely,

Ivana Petrovic
Director of Communications
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On Thursday 3rd March
2011 our alumnus Roly Allen
provided a presentation on
graduate recruitment as a
central part of our Careers
event. 
The evening’s speakers Roly
Allen and Peter Hudson
provided a dual perspective
on employment: Roly as a
prospective employer, and
Peter as a third year student
and as an employee who has
managed to secure several
prestigious internships.

Career 
evening

with Roly Allen
Thursday 3rd March 2011
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Question Time

How did you get interested in classics?

Well, initially I didn’t find classics interesting at all!
I’m from Belgrade, and learnt Latin and Greek as
a matter of course, in school: as far as I could
make out, it was all just grammar. What really 
got me going was literature; I spent all my time
reading novels, and thought I would, one day, 
try to make a living out of that – reading books.
Some plan! I considered studying comparative
literature at university, but the degree
programmes looked uninviting; so I thought 
I would start with the roots of all the different
European literatures, which means that in the
end I did study classics – and had to slog through
comparative philology, history, and archaeology.
Unfortunately, literature was only a small part of
the course, but I still remember the first time 
I read Callimachus’ Hymn to Artemis – it seemed
so beautiful and so incomprehensible. That hymn
stayed with me: it became one of the main
subjects of my PhD and, later, of my first book.

Setbacks?

The worst time for me came in 1998. 
I graduated in June and found myself – for the
first time – sailing in uncharted waters. I think
maybe this happens to a lot of people, new
graduates especially: there are no fixed
structures any more, no modules, no exams;
suddenly the future is wide open. But in
Belgrade, in 1998, the future did not look good:
we all felt the war approaching. I had this
curious fear that I was overeducated – with all
my knowledge of Greece and Rome; but also
desperately undereducated for what I was likely
to face. I sent off lots of applications for PhD
positions in Western Europe, the USA, and
Canada. In the meantime, I started teaching
classics in school, which proved to be a disaster.
The students kept asking me whether NATO was
going to bomb us; and I insisted that they should
learn their declensions! An absurdity.

In this section, we present member of our
department in an interview. This time,
Professor Barbara Graziosi interviews
Senior Lecturer Ivana Petrovic

Dr Ivana Petrovic
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“It was through this
sudden collision with a vast
range of different readings
of the classics that I came,
finally, to realise their
relevance to life. To what 
is going on today.”

Prof. Barbara Graziosi
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Lucky breaks?

The fall 1998 brought with it a whole host of
problems: I started teaching Latin in school in
September; in November my mother was
diagnosed terminally ill with cancer; that winter
was marked by turbulent events in Kosovo; the
situation spiralled out of control in 1999 and in
March NATO declared war and started bombing
Serbia and life was brought to a sudden halt.
The school shut down. My mother was slipping
away; it was difficult to bring food to the hospital,
because of the air raids. My husband was in
danger of being drafted. Rejection letters started
to arrive, sporadically. One, from a Canadian
university, stated, in all honesty, that my
application had been rejected because I came
from Serbia. And then suddenly, in April, a
German administrator rang me at home, asking
why I had failed to answer her letter: she had
been trying to offer me a PhD scholarship. Well,
that letter had never arrived. I imagine the postal
system had been disrupted by the war – actually
phone lines were rather unreliable too, but
somehow that message reached me. I bought a
fax machine, so that she could send me the
application form down the phone line.

Intellectual influences?

My first year in Germany, I just read, read, read.
There had not been enough books in Belgrade! 
I had seen almost no classical scholarship
published after 1970. I had no idea about how
to do a close reading, or about new criticism, or
deconstruction, or postmodernism, or anything,
really. It was through this sudden collision with 
a vast range of different readings of the classics
that I came, finally, to realise their relevance to
life. To what is going on today. It finally dawned
on me that the texts I had been studying could
connect me to many different readers and
interpretations. That they were relevant precisely
because they provided a common ground, a
point around which different interpreters could
gather, and argue out their differences.

Teaching philosophy?

Well, I suppose what I try to teach is the most
important thing that I’ve learnt, about how our
readings change as we develop, and as we are
exposed to other readers. All I do, ultimately –
the language work, the grammar, syntax, the
history, and history of literature – is about that:
helping students make their own connections to
these ancient texts, and put them in touch with
how others have read them, in many different
places and times.

Classics society exec team in Italy: Tim Cross, Barly
Albury, Charli Smith, Neill George

The Classics society in their own words: “we are 
a student run society aimed at everybody with even
the slightest interest in the ancient world. We run a
number of events throughout the year to encourage
and explore this interest; there is 'coffee, cake and
classics' for those interested in academic discussion,
Bacchanalian bar crawls for the budding socialite,
overseas Odysseys for the more adventurous and 
a play for thespians to get involved in.

Visit them at http://durhamclassoc.moonfruit.com 
or like them on facebook.
The Classics society exec in 2011 were Neill George
(president), Lee Hatter (vice president), Tim Cross
(treasurer), Barly Albury (secretary), Charli Smith 
(social secretary) and Zenobia Homan (freshers’ rep). 

The Classics Society

Newsletter Issue 01 | 07
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Neill George, president of the
Classics society (graduated Classics 
in 2011) presents a report on the
annual Saturnalia ball which took
place on Saturday, 27 November 
in 2010. He also took photos of 
the event.
Durham cathedral, that big old building 
perched atop the Bailey, was the site of the
ever-successful Saturnalia Ball 2010/2011. Staff
mingled with students who mingled with alumni
in what has fast become the social highlight of
Michaelmas term. A choir formed the backdrop
of the event’s mulled wine reception, greeting
guests as they poured in from the cold and
snowy cobbled streets. Old friends caught up 
in the cloisters as new friendships were made in
the undercroft. The gathered guests enjoyed a
sumptuous three-course meal replete with
liberal helpings of wine, after which the guest
speaker, former student Philip Lawton, spoke
about life after a Durham Classics degree.
Chad’s big band provided the after-dinner
entertainment, whipping everybody up into a
frenzy before the night was through.

The success of this event shows that the
Saturnalia Ball is going from strength to strength,
and next year is shaping up to be even bigger

and better than before. On a Saturday night in
late November 2011, we would love for you to
gather a few friends up and make your way back
to Durham for the night. Besides the good
company, familiar scenery, and all the
merriment associated with a black-tie ball, this
event provides the opportunity for you to join
other alumni reconnecting with the Durham
Classics Department. Philip’s Saturnalia speech,
and a careers event with alumnus Roly Allen,
have been well received by today’s current
students, eager to hear from people who have
been through the process before. The Saturnalia
Ball, besides reconnecting you with old friends,
is an opportunity to meet and speak to these
current students.  It’s also a chance to catch up
with your old lecturers and tell them what you’re
up to, and if you’re lucky, they might even buy
you a pint to make up for that horrible essay on
Augustus in your first year.

If you wish to book tickets for the next Saturnalia
event, contact either the Classics society
(classics.society@durham.ac.uk) or the
departmental alumni liaison
(alumni.classics@durham.ac.uk).

In the meantime, get onto your friends, raid your
wardrobe for the perfect dress, and bookmark
www.durham.ac.uk/classics.society so you can
keep up-to-date on what is going on.  
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Saturnalia Ball 2010/11
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Donald Murray
In July 2011, one of our graduate
students, Donald Murray, died of cancer
at the tragically young age of 28. His loss
was a great personal blow to many in the
Department, and deprived the Classical
world of a very promising historian. 
We hope to publish what we can of the
excellent work he had done here as a
memorial to him. Here, his PhD
supervisor, Dr Johannes Haubold, and
his fellow graduate student, Ms Lilah-
Grace Fraser remember Donald as a
gifted scholar and a wonderful and 
brave young man.  

In memory of Donald Murray 
Soon after gaining first-class honours in 
Classical Studies, Donald Murray was diagnosed
with brain cancer. Far from scaling down his
ambition as a result of that devastating news 
(and the dangerous brain surgery that followed
immediately upon it), Donald enrolled in an 
MA, completed it with distinction, and then
embarked on an AHRC-funded PhD project 
on the legacy of Darius. In a nutshell, Donald
wanted to understand how the Persian king
communicated with the diverse people over whom
he ruled, using highly trained multicultural
advisers. Such a study had never been undertaken
before – and it is easy to see why: Darius liked to
boast that he ruled ‘over the lands of every
language’. As well as using his own Persian dialect,
he communicated with his subjects in Aramaic,
Babylonian, Egyptian, Elamite and Greek. In order
to study the precise inflection of his messages 
(and work out if subject people had, somehow, the
ability to inflect imperial discourse), Donald learnt
all those languages with ease and precision. 
When one graduate student asked him how he
managed, he commented – with characteristic
good cheer and black humour – that perhaps 
his frontal lobotomy was an advantage.

Towards the end of his life, Donald became
increasingly aware that he was running out of time,
but refused to give up on his research and never
lost his habitual good humour. In his third year of
doctoral study – and while his health was rapidly
declining – he still had the energy to prepare an
outstanding book chapter on the Babylonian World
Map, which will shortly appear with Oxford
University Press. Later that year, and by then very
ill, Donald gave one of the best academic papers at
the annual conference of the Classical Association.
For all those present it was a memorable and
intellectually challenging occasion; for those of us
who knew of Donald’s personal circumstances, 
it was an experience of moral significance and
inspiration. Donald continued to pursue his
doctoral research until the very end, revising
chapters and sending me drafts and questions.
Although I did not know it at the time, he was also
setting his house in order. His father told me that – 
on looking at his notes and filing cabinets – 
he remarked: ‘Johannes will have some job of
working through this.’ I had no idea that Donald
was thinking in those terms: in my interactions with
him, he was calm, positively focused on research,
and happy at every new insight and breakthrough.
He made no fuss about his situation: indeed, it 
was only after he passed a way, that those around
him realised how little he had burdened us. What
mattered to him, and what matters to us too, is 
his legacy as a gifted scholar, and as a man of
outstanding integrity and strength. We were blessed
to have him among us: he will not be forgotten.

Dr Johannes Haubold
Senior Lecturer in Greek Literature
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Don came into my life only three years ago, but we
quickly became firm friends. At the time I was a
lowly Master student, while he had already joined
the PhD ranks, but he took me for coffee - and
under his wing (/beard). We talked about Akkadian
(we planned to write a grammar book together one
day), about Classics (how his interest started when
as a child his parents read him the Greek myths),
about our supervisors (we were both part of the
'Graziosi/Haubold' brood). Coffees became dinners
(heavy on the desserts), dinners became sessions
in the pub reminiscing about obsolete kids TV
programmes till the early hours.

As a scholar, Don was a star. At the Classical
Association conference in April he knocked the
socks off a whole room of academics with his
impressive paper and seamless delivery of it.

Mention the Babylonian World Map and we all
think of Don with a smile. But as a friend, he was
something more. A true gentleman: after an
evening out he would walk me home - to the other
side of Durham. A hopeless romantic: he would
ask me round to help him pick out an outfit when
he wanted to impress a girl. A Scotsman to the
core: he claimed that the Court Inn's haggis balls
were Durham's finest delicacy. A constant source
of entertainment: it's not often you meet someone
who says in your very first conversation, "I know I
look like a potato, but at least I can keep pencils 
in my beard!" Don will be sorely missed by all who
knew him.

Lilah Grace Fraser, PhD student, 
Department of Classics and Ancient History

In Memoriam

Donald Murray at Lilah Fraser’s Graduation
Ceremony, January 2010

Donald in Edinburgh, February 2010

“a gifted scholar, and 
a man of outstanding
integrity and strength.”
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For the past ten years - or, to use an Ovidian
mythological analogy, a period as long as the siege
of Troy - Ovid's exile has been the main focus of
my research. In AD 8, Ovid was banished from
Rome by the personal command of the emperor
Augustus to the barbarous Tomi (in modern-day
Romania) for a 'poem and an error'.
The error - one of the great mysteries of classical
scholarship, which has given rise to much
speculation - apparently involved Ovid seeing
something which he should not have seen. The poem
is easier to identify, as the Ars amatoria or 'Art of
Love', which had taught Rome's populace how to
conduct love affairs with each other, and offended the
emperor by apparently promoting adultery (a criminal
offence under Augustus). Despite the fact that his
poetry was at least in part to blame for his downfall,
Ovid remained a prolific author in exile, writing
several books of verse letters, including the
appropriately titled Tristia (or 'Sad Things') and
Epistulae ex Ponto ('Letters from the Black Sea').
These poems rework the themes of Ovid's earlier
elegiac love poetry into laments for his lost homeland
and his sad circumstances, forced to live amongst
barbarians. They also revisit Ovid's epic
Metamorphoses, portraying him as a victim of the
gods' power like Odysseus, condemned to wander 
far from his home, and a huge variety of other
mythological characters who suffered exile or other
disasters, and depicting the emperor as being as swift
to punish and as implacable as the Olympian gods.
While earlier generations tended to overlook these late
Ovidian works, dismissing them as both relentlessly
self-pitying and excessively flattering in their
approach to Augustus, since the 1970s scholars have
re-evaluated the way in which the exile poems
playfully rework earlier poetry and their engagement
with the all-powerful figure of the emperor. 

My major solo research project during the past
decade has been a commentary on Tristia 2
(published by Oxford University Press in 2010 and
available from all good bookshops - and Amazon,
where the fact that it is misclassified as 'fiction' is
particularly amusing in light of scholarly speculation
that Ovid was not in fact exiled, but rather constructs
a highly literary account of his suffering). Tristia 2
stands out from the other exilic elegies as a single,
lengthy poem addressed to the author of Ovid's

misfortune, Augustus. Much of Tristia 2 defends 
Ovid from the charge of having written verse which
promoted adultery by attempting to implicate other
authors who had written on erotic themes, thereby
providing the reader with a potted history of the
treatment of love in ancient literature. (This fact may
provide an explanation of my interest in this theme 
to those alumni who have studied my undergraduate
module 'Love and Sex in Ancient Poetry', since I am
aware that some may think that I simply have a dirty
mind!) Tristia 2 therefore has a major contribution to
make to re-assessments of the exile poetry's political
implications as well as the way in which it revisits
earlier poetry. Tristia 2 is also very important for 
those who are interested in the causes of Ovid's exile
because it contains the majority of the information
which we possess about Ovid's mysterious error,
thanks to a lengthy passage in which Ovid compares
himself with the mythical Actaeon, who was torn apart
by his own dogs after accidentally witnessing the
goddess Diana bathing naked. After making this
tantalising comparison, Ovid claims that he must be
silent about his error - a claim which obviously teases
and appeals to the general reader's imagination (as
generations of those who have speculated about
Ovid's offence testify). But it is important that Tristia 
2 is also (ostensibly) addressed to Augustus, who
may well have been offended by the very fact that
Ovid mentioned his error in a poem that would have
been widely read. 

If this sounds like racily enticing subject matter, the
day-to-day process of writing a commentary was often
much less glamorous. Scholarly commentaries need
to deal with issues such as establishing the text that
the author is likely to have written, the meaning of
that text (so my book includes a literal and not very
literary translation, intended to show how I think the
text is to be interpreted), the usage and connotations
of the words the author uses (which is not always
easy in the case of an author as fond of wordplay 
and innovative use of language as Ovid), identifying
the use of significant parallels in other texts, and
explaining the political and historical background. 
My commentary is intended primarily as a tool to help
readers - and although university presses like to talk
about the mythical 'general reader', it is clear that the
majority of such readers will be academics -
understand the text and evaluate its place in Ovid's
wider corpus. If this makes my book sound rather dry,

Dr Jennifer Ingleheart on her 
research
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then at least Tristia 2 is in itself fascinating, since
sex and sex scandals still have the ability to interest
readers today, and Ovid's poetry is endlessly inventive
and full of double entendres. And I have tried to keep
the interest of my readers by including a few jokes 
in the index and footnotes (although these jokes are
hardly up to Ovid's own high standards, since being
banished did not cause Ovid to lose the sense of
humour and subversive wit for which he is renowned). 

Although a scholarly commentary is not (alas) likely 
to attract many readers, I hope that the fruits of my
other major research project of the last decade may
reach a wider audience. Researching and writing a
commentary tends to be a solitary project, mostly
undertaken in libraries, so in September 2009 I 
was delighted to organise an international conference 
at St. John's College in Durham exploring later
responses to the figure of the exiled Ovid. While
researching Ovid's own exilic works, I became 
aware that Ovid had become an iconic figure in later
depictions of exile. The theme of the conference was
the way in which, for a variety of writers and artists
throughout the world in the two millennia following
his banishment, Ovid has performed the role of
archetypal exile, allowing them to articulate a range
of experiences of dislocation and alienation via
engagement with his exilic work and circumstances.
Such responses include Alexander Pushkin's poem 
To Ovid (1821), written while Pushkin himself
underwent a form of exile within Russia, near 
to Ovid's own region of exile; J. M. W. Turner's 1838
painting Ovid Banished from Rome; Victor Hugo's
attack on Ovid as 'that cowering cur of exile' in
William Shakespeare (1864); Derek Walcott's poem,
The Hotel Normandie Pool (1980), which revisits
Ovid's exile in the very different setting of the West
Indies; and Bob Dylan's 2006 album Modern Times,
which (rather surprisingly) persistently evokes the
exile poetry. Contributors to the conference (who
came from geographical locations almost as varied as
those who had responded in art or literature to Ovid's
exile) explored responses to the exile poetry as well
as engagement with Ovid's life in exile and the poetic
career that led to his downfall. The conference

demonstrated that there was a strong link between
exile and great poetic careers (with poets from 
Dante and Petrarch to Derek Walcott and Seamus
Heaney responding to Ovid's and their own exilic
circumstances), and the conference analysed works 
by both those who personally experienced exile and
those who explore Ovidian exile from a less personal
viewpoint (such as the many novelists who have
responded creatively to the circumstances of Ovid's
downfall in recent years). Many of the papers
delivered at the conference are now due to be
published in a volume I have edited for Oxford
University Press (Two Thousand Years of Solitude:
Exile After Ovid, forthcoming 2012), which examines
why Ovid still holds an iconic place within the
tradition of exilic writing. The volume concludes that
the long history of responses to Ovid's exile poetry
itself forms an important part of the 'myth' of Ovid's
exile, as Ovid is negotiated through earlier responses
to his work (including Ovid's own depiction of himself
in the roles of many mythical characters in his own
Metamorphoses). Elements of Ovid's exile which 
have been particularly influential on his successors’
work include the equation of exile with death; the
politicisation of exile as the result of an unequal
encounter between a quasi-divine sole ruler and a
powerless poet; a polarised portrait of the the place
of exile and the lost homeland; and the self-
mythologising of the exile. While Ovid compares
himself with mythological characters – in particular
those who featured in his epic Metamorphoses – it is
notable that for most of the authors considered in
this volume, self-mythologising tends to be more a
matter of identifying with Ovid and his
circumstances. As the first major poet to have
recorded his experience of exile extensively in his
work, Ovid's position as an iconic exile is assured. 
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