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LANGUAGE COURSES 
FOR STUDENTS

• Speaking a language is a gateway to 
understanding the world through the words, 
thoughts and cultures of others. Learning a 
language develops inter-cultural awareness, 
literacy, critical thinking and a range of other 
skills. 

• Language ability and inter-cultural 
communication is becoming a basic requirement 
for a 21st-century career, and a vital workplace 
skill.  Employers are seeking employees with 
an international outlook, a global mind-set and 
cultural intelligence. 

• Knowledge of a second language is increasingly 
advantageous professionally in the UK for 
healthcare education and other public services.  
More than 160 languages are spoken across 
London; with 69 different languages being 
spoken in homes across the northeast of England 
(2011 census) 

• 60% of European adults can communicate in 
at least two languages, whereas in the UK the 
proportion is 9%.  53% of Europeans use foreign 
languages at work (Eurobarometer), compared to 
4% in the UK.

THE GLOBAL GRADUATE 
PROGRAMME
The ability to speak more than one language, 
with some degree of competence, is a huge asset.  
Intellectually stimulating, and socially rewarding, 
foreign language competence is also highly 
sought after professionally in any line of work, in 
both the public and private sectors, especially in 
organisations operating internationally.

Durham University offers a University-wide 
programme of language study available to students 
at a range of levels and for a variety of purposes.  
At Durham we encourage all students to acquire 
and improve knowledge of foreign languages in the 
context of their studies, developing skills that will be 
of benefit professionally and personally.

“Global companies with global customers and clients will            
always prefer those who speak more than one language.” 
Executive Director - Golden Sachs

At Durham you can study a language either for credit as part of your degree or as extra-curricular study. 
Learning a language does take commitment however, including a high level of personal motivation towards 
independent study.  The pace is fast, the courses are challenging, and the rewards are high.

EVERY GRADUATE A LINGUIST….

FEES AND CHARGES

All courses include an administration fee. Course materials will need to be purchased separately if required.
We also offer short Get By… courses and Intensive courses in June
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N
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If you are interested in studying a foreign language during your time at Durham University contact: 
Mark Critchley, Director, Centre for Foreign Language Study, Room 219 Elvet Riverside, Durham
Email: cfls.admin@durham.ac.uk | Web: www.durham.ac.uk/cfls

and find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/northeastlanguagetraining

“Knowing only English can be just as limiting as knowing no English”

ALPH/04/16/495

Credit bearing Language Accelerator Language Enhancement Summer intensive

N/A £350 £200 £125

The Centre for Foreign Language Study offers four principal formats for language learning for 2016/17.

CREDIT BEARING EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Open Elective  
Language modules

Language  
Accelerator

Language  
Enhancement

Language  
Development

Course fee included in tuition fee £350 £200 £125

Duration
21 weeks

2-3 hours per week
20 weeks

3 hours per week
18 weeks

2 hours per week
9 weeks

2 hours per week

October start ✓ ✓ ✓

January start ✓ ✓

June start subject to demand

Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade Marks of the University of Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this publication is copyright of the University of Durham. 
The University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained here is accurate. This publication is intended as a general guide to University of Durham's facilities and form no part of any 
contract between you and the University. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University. Please note that the University’s website is the most up to date source of information and we strongly recommend that you always visit 
the website before making any commitments.



CREDIT-BEARING ELECTIVE MODULES
1 A1, B1, etc. refer 
to the Common 
European Framework 
of Reference 
(CEFR). See www.
eui.eu/Documents/
ServicesAdmin/
LanguageCentre/CEF.
pdf.

2 Catalan is an 
intensive module, 
open only to students 
with prior study of a 
Romance language 
(French, Italian, 
Portuguese, Spanish 
etc). Ideal for 
students considering 
study or work abroad 
in Catalunya.

3 Chinese Stage 5 is 
principally focussed 
towards East Asian 
students with prior 
non-native knowledge 
of Mandarin (e.g. 
native Cantonese 
speakers).

All courses are worth 
20 credits, and are 
open to all students 
at all levels of 
study.  Modules can 
be over-subscribed 
and are subject to a 
waiting list.  Courses 
commence October 
2016, with 2-3 hours 
per week class time 
according to level of 
study with an average 
1 hour per day 
independent study.

Courses are advertised subject to minimum numbers of registered students.  Open language modules, or individual 
timetabled groups in a given module, may be withdrawn if there are insufficient numbers of registered students.  
Minimum numbers are usually 5 students per module or timetabled group.

You can study languages as part of a taught postgraduate MA programme. Availability is subject to approval 
from main subject Departments, but courses will be of interest to students of Archaeology, Classics, History, 
Music, and Theology & Religion. Reading skills courses are worth 30 credits.

ACADEMIC READING SKILLS

French MELA10130 MELA10330

Beginner Advanced

German MELA10030 MELA10230

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME 
Entry/exit 
level or prior 
study

Stage 1
Beginner to 
A11

Stage 2
A1 
(GCSE)-A2

Stage 3
A2(AS 
level)-B1 

Stage 4
B1 (A 
level)-B2 

Stage 5
B2-B2+/C1

Stage 6
C1

DURHAM CAMPUS (MLAN-CODE)

Arabic ✓ ✓

Catalan ✓

Chinese  
(Mandarin)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

French ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

German ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Italian ✓ ✓ ✓

Japanese ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Korean ✓

Portuguese ✓

Russian ✓ ✓

Spanish ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

QUEEN’S CAMPUS (MLAS-CODE)

Chinese  
(Mandarin)

✓

French ✓

German ✓ ✓

Japanese ✓ ✓

Spanish ✓ ✓

We offer a range of courses in a variety of languages for both motivated learners, and more casual learners 
with other commitments to their time.  We offer start dates in October and in January.  All courses are open 
to students, staff and members of the public.

Accelerator courses are expected to cover the equivalent of two Enhancement courses.

LANGUAGE ACCELERATOR
These courses follow the same curriculum as our credit-bearing modules.  Designed for the more committed 
or motivated language learner, these courses are intended for those who wish to develop their language 
ability more quickly for a particular purpose.  They include one 2-hour evening class, plus an additional one 
hour tutorial each week, and expect learners to undertake independent learning between classes.  Courses 
run term-time only starting week beginning 17th October 2016 until May 2017.

DURHAM CAMPUS
Stage 1 (Beginners/Elementary) Stage 2 (Lower Intermediate/Intermediate)

French ✓ ✓

German ✓ ✓

Spanish ✓ ✓

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Courses will start w/c 16th January 2017, and will run for 9 weeks in Epiphany term.  These courses are the 
same format as the Language Enhancement courses, but run for one term only covering half the material.  
Some courses may also be available with start dates in June 2017 subject to demand.

DURHAM CAMPUS – JANUARY 2017 START
Beginners Elementary Lower Intermediate

Step 1 Step 2 Step 1 Step 2 Step 1 Step 2

Arabic ✓

French ✓ ✓

German ✓

Italian ✓

Spanish ✓

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT

DURHAM CAMPUS

Beginners Elementary
Lower  

Intermediate
Intermediate

Higher  
Intermediate

Advanced 1 Advanced 2

Arabic ✓ ✓ ✓
Chinese  
(Mandarin) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
French ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
German ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Italian ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Japanese ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Korean ✓
Persian ✓
Portuguese ✓ ✓ ✓
Russian ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Spanish ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Swedish ✓
Turkish ✓

QUEEN’S CAMPUS
Arabic ✓
Chinese  
(Mandarin) ✓
French ✓
German ✓
Italian ✓
Japanese ✓
Spanish ✓ ✓

DURHAM CAMPUS – JANUARY 2017 START
French ✓ ✓
Spanish ✓ ✓

Currently our most popular format, these courses are ideal for learners who wish to improve their language 
skills, but also have conflicting priorities in their lives.  They comprise one 2-hour evening class, and a 
limited amount of independent learning between classes. Some courses will offer an alternative start date 
week beginning January 2017.

October courses start w/c 24th October 2016 for 18 weeks, term-time only with breaks over Christmas and 
Easter vacations.

January courses start w/c 9th January 2017 for 18 weeks running through the Easter period.

Accelerator: 20 weeks/60 hours (for more committed learners)

Enhance: 18 weeks/36 hours

Development: 9 weeks/18 hours

B1 B2A2A1


