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Every Graduate a Linguist...  
At Durham you can study a language either for 
credit as part of your degree or as extra-curricular 
study. Learning a language does take commitment 
however, including a high level of personal motivation 
towards independent study. The pace is fast, the 
courses are challenging, and the rewards are high.

Academic Reading Skills  
We offer Academic Reading Skills courses for taught postgraduate 
and PhD research students.

Taught Postgraduate Credit-Bearing Modules

We offer 30-credit modules that can be taken as part of a taught programme of 

postgraduate study in a number of MA programmes:

All courses fees are subsidised by the University to keep them as 
low as possible.

Course materials will need to be purchased separately if required.

Please note that all language courses are subject to demand. 
Modules or courses may be withdrawn prior to commencement 
if there are insufficient registrations.

Credit-Bearing

Course fees are included in the overall University tuition fee

Extra-Curricular

Language 
Accelerator

Language 
Progression

Language 
Development

Intensive

£400 £225 £140 £225

Beginner Advanced (Requires B1/B2 Level)

French MELA10130 MELA10330

German MELA10030 MELA10230

Beginner Post-Beginner Intermediate Advanced

French ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

German ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Spanish ✓ ✓

Fees and charges
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Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade Marks of the University of 
Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this publication is copyright of the University 
of Durham. The University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained here is 
accurate. This publication is intended as a general guide to University of Durham’s facilities and 
form no part of any contract between you and the University. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University. 
Please note that the University’s website is the most up to date source of information and we 
strongly recommend that you always visit the website before making any commitments.

Contact
If you are interested in studying a foreign 
language during your time at Durham 
University contact:

Mark Critchley, Director 
Centre for Foreign Language Study, 
Room 219, Elvet Riverside, Durham

E: cfls.admin@durham.ac.uk

W: durham.ac.uk/cfls

And find us on Facebook and Twitter 

@centreforforeignlanguagestudy

@CFLS_Durham

Research Postgraduate Courses

We offer extra-curricular academic reading skills courses for PhD students and post-doctoral 
researchers in a number of languages in a 9 week format, according to demand:

Different courses are available at 
different times of year, with start dates 
in October, January and May. If you are 
unsure which level is suitable, you will 
be evaluated by the course convenor. 

What our students say…
“The German reading classes 
this term have been an excellent 
introduction to reading academic 
texts for my PhD research 
on Professor Eric Birley. The 
materials provided are carefully 
tailored to help students access 
the German-language scholarship 
needed, as in my case, in the 
course of their wider studies.”

Martha Stewart, PhD 
Archaeology, 2017 - 2020



Extra-Curricular Programme  
We offer four extra-curricular learning formats of differing  
durations and contact time.

Credit-Bearing Elective Modules  
“To be internationally mobile and able to take on leadership and 
management roles in international companies, the ability to speak other 
languages and relate to other clients, customers and suppliers and to be 
attuned harmoniously with different cultures is a significant advantage” 
(Born Global)

What our students say…
“I believe being able to communicate 
effectively in other languages will 
help me in my career, opening up 
a plethora of opportunities to live 
and work abroad, or even just to 
endear myself to a potential foreign 
customer, business partner, or 
investor, by something as simple 
as greeting them correctly in their 
mother tongue.”

Laurie Hill (French/Chinese), MEng 
General Engineering, 2014 - 2018

Durham Campus (CFLS Code)

Entry/exit level 
or prior study

Stage 11 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Arabic ✓ ✓ ✓
Chinese 

(Mandarin) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
French ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
German ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Italian ✓ ✓ ✓

Japanese ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Korean ✓ ✓

Portuguese ✓
Russian ✓ ✓
Spanish ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

1 Stage 1 assumes no prior study of the language. Students with a GCSE within the past 5 years (A1) would normally register for Stage 2. 
Students with an A level or IB Higher 7 (B1) would normally register for Stage 4. If in doubt, contact us. A1, B1, etc. refer to the Common 
European Framework of Reference (CEFR).

All courses are worth 20 credits, and 
are open to all students at all levels of 
study. Modules can be over-subscribed 
and are subject to a waiting list. Courses 
commence October 2019, with 2-3 hours 
per week class time according to level of 
study with typically 5-7 hours per week 
independent study.

In 2019-20, we are offering the following credit-bearing modules.

Accelerator: 19 weeks/up to 58 hours (for more committed learners)

Progression: 18 weeks/36 hours

Intensive: 9 days/36 hours

Development: 9 wks/18 hrs

Accelerator courses are expected to cover the equivalent of two Progression courses.

Two Development courses cover the same curriculum as one Progression course.

Language Accelerator (19 weeks: up to 58 hours)
These courses follow the same curriculum as our credit-bearing modules. Designed for the more 
committed or motivated language learner, these courses are most suitable for those who wish to 
develop their language ability more quickly, or for a particular purpose. They include one 2-hour 
evening class per week, plus a fortnightly tutorial at the lower stages. Learners are expected to 
undertake independent study of typically 4-5 hours per week. Courses run term-time only starting 
week beginning 14th October 2019 until March 2020. It may be possible to follow this format for 
other languages/levels by joining a credit-bearing module (for the same Accelerator course fee). 
This must be done by personal application to the Director of CFLS. For contact details, please see 
the back page.

Language Progression (18 weeks: 36 hours)
Currently our most popular format, these courses are ideal for learners who wish to improve their 
language skills, but have other commitments that may limit study time. They comprise one 2-hour 
evening class per week, and a minimum of 2 hours of independent learning between classes. Most 
courses commence week beginning 21st October 2019, and run term-time only until March 2020.

Language Development (9 weeks: 18 hours)
This format offers learners the opportunity to study in shorter blocks. There are more frequent 
start dates (October, January and June) meaning language ability can be progressed with 
a flexible schedule. Courses comprise one 2-hour evening class per week. Two Language 
Development courses are equivalent to one Language Progression course.

Intensive (9 days: 36 hours)
These courses are the same as the Language Progression courses but delivered intensively over 
9 consecutive week days. Each day comprises 4 hours of learning, equivalent to studying two 
sessions of the Language Progression course per day. They take place in the window between the 
end of examinations and the issue of results in June each year.

Extra-Curricular Programme  
We offer a range of courses in a variety of languages for both motivated 
learners, and more flexible learners with other commitments to their 
time. Courses have October, January and June start dates, and all are 
open to students, staff and members of the public.

What our students say…
In my second year I enrolled into the  
Languages for All (LFA) programme for  
a French evening course. In third year I  
decided to go for something different and 
started beginner Italian. I really enjoy taking  
the time away from engineering to study 
something completely different. I hope in  
the future that my career will give me 
opportunities to travel and that the language 
skills I’ve developed through the LFA classes  
will prove to be useful! I would whole- 
heartedly encourage anyone to try one of  
the language classes available at Durham.

Louisa Quarterman, MEng Civil Engineering,  
2014-2018

Accelerator Progression Development Intensive

October 2019 October 2019 June 2019 October 2019 January 2020 June 2020 June 2019 June 2020

Arabic ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Chinese ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Dutch ✓ ✓
French ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
German ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Greek 

(modern) ✓
Hebrew 

(modern) ✓
Italian ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Japanese ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Korean ✓

Norwegian ✓
Persian ✓

Portuguese ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Russian ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Spanish ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Swedish ✓

Please note that not all languages are 
available at all levels. Individual courses 
are subject to a minimum number of 
registrations. For full details of courses on 
offer at any point during the year, consult 
the CFLS website.


