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“Journalists can be heroes; it just depends which road they take.” 

 

This may be the first ever oration to begin with a quotation from Johnny Depp! Our 

honorary graduand Jeremy Vine interviewed Johnny last year whilst filling in for 

Andrew Marr. On the same show he had to interview Ehud Barak, the deputy prime 

minister of Israel. This illustrates perfectly Jeremy Vine’s journalistic range. His 

career has spanned radio and television, popular and political, safe and not so safe 

locations, the trivial and the crucial. He has been shot at, robbed, stalked, threatened 

with a bomb, mortared, bitten by Sudanese mosquitoes, crashed his car in Croatia 

and had chewing gum placed on his chair by one of Robert Mugabe’s aides. Today’s 

award recognises not only the breadth of his career but more importantly the quality 

and integrity of his achievements.  

 

Jeremy Guy Vine was born on 17th May 1965, the son of Guy and Diana Vine. 

Jeremy married News presenter Rachel Schofield in 2002; she was wooed from a 

VW campervan during an electoral campaign! They have two daughters, Martha and 

Anna. We welcome Jeremy’s family here today to join in the celebrations. 

 

We like to think that the most important of Johnny Depp’s road junctions for Jeremy 

was coming up to Durham University and Hatfield College to read English in 1983, 

having left Epson College with a reputation as a somewhat anti-establishment 

cartoonist and drummer. Jeremy claims Durham simply gave him the chance to read 

poetry for three years but he edited Palatinate and gained valuable experience as DJ 

for a graveyard slot on Metro Radio. After a brief spell with a Coventry newspaper, 

he joined the BBC in 1987. His first day was memorable: Black Monday, 1987 ... as 

he walked into Broadcasting House for the first time, stock markets suffered the 

biggest one-day fall in history. Jeremy himself says that this sounds more exciting 

than it really was, but every successful journalist needs his share of luck, being in the 

right place at the right time, and this was perhaps a sign of things to come. 
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This has been an easy oration to research. I was lucky enough to observe Jeremy in 

his Radio 2 studio in February and afterwards, over a late lunch, he generously 

offered me advanced sight of his forthcoming autobiography It’s all news to me. I 

thoroughly recommend it! Jeremy’s prose has an easy style and great pace, and his 

account spans a wide range of current affairs over the last 25 years, not only in the 

UK but the Balkans, Africa, the Middle East, the former Soviet Union and America. 

Jeremy’s luck has included presenting Newsnight on what we now call 9/11 because 

the other Jeremy – Paxman – was fishing in Ireland. It is clear that Jeremy Vine has 

avoided neither the difficult nor the dangerous to bring the news to our radios and 

televisions. Johnny Depp would approve! I would add just one personal reflection to 

my studio visit. Jeremy writes that journalism is about listening and about believing 

that things are worth hearing: he does just that, making sure even the smallest voice 

is heard.  

 

Having worked long periods for Today, Panorama and Newsnight would be enough 

for most people, but Jeremy has not stopped there. Perhaps his most daunting 

challenge was taking over from Sir Jimmy Young on Radio Two’s lunchtime show on 

6th January 2003. A seemingly impossible act to follow, Jeremy has now made the 

show his own. We might speculate whether he will stay longer than JY or whether 

there are yet further moves to make? And note carefully: Jeremy calculates that the 

person who is going to dislodge him from Radio 2 will be graduating from a university 

somewhere in north east England this summer!  

 

It is a truism that both politicians and journalists can be made or broken in a split 

second. I could not end this oration without reference to the Gordon Brown interview, 

a defining moment for Jeremy’s Radio Two programme and perhaps the defining 

moment of the 2010 election. Jeremy remains bemused as to how an interview with 

the Prime Minister, not even in London but in a Manchester radio studio, could end 

up being televised. But it still needed Jeremy’s experience and instinct to ask the 

searching questions. Gordon Brown slumped, head in hands, and Jeremy did not 

hesitate to do his job. 

 

Jeremy writes that, fundamentally, journalism is serious. It really is about life and 

death sometimes. The journalist may not be important, but the story is. So, we need 
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to be able to trust our journalists, whatever the story. Today, we salute a career, by 

no means over, throughout which he has brought us the news, often in difficult 

circumstances, with a sharp and critical eye but always to be trusted and listened to. 

Whatever sort of hero Johnny Depp had in mind, Jeremy Vine certainly qualifies here 

in Durham today: from Palatinate via Today, Panorama and Newsnight to election 

specials and Radio Two, his career has achieved all that we could ask of a Durham 

alumnus. Hatfield students often translate the College motto as “Be the best you can 

be”: Jeremy Vine has certainly been that! 

 

Chancellor, I present Jeremy Guy Vine to receive the degree of Doctor of Civil Law 

honoris causa. 
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