
Andrew John Strauss 
Doctor of Civil Law 

Lord’s Cricket Ground, London, 11 April 2011 
 

Some years ago Australian cricketer, Justin Langer, stated that “any opposing team 

that has a person like Andrew Strauss within its ranks is a team that makes me 

nervous.” I doubt he realised at the time how true those words would eventually 

become for Australian cricket. Whilst playing with Andrew, in his early days at 

Middlesex, he singled him out as an individual who stood apart from the rest in terms 

of desire and commitment and as a player who would one day become one of the 

champions of English cricket. 

 

Andrew John Strauss MBE was born on the 2nd March, 1977, in Johannesburg, 

South Africa before moving to England aged six. A second move, to Australia, saw 

him playing his early cricket for Caulfield Grammar School in Melbourne before he 

completed his schooling in England at Caldicott and then Radley College.  Andrew’s 

education next took him to Durham University and Hatfield College where he studied 

Economics, achieving a 2:1 honours degree. In his book, ‘In Pursuit of the Ashes’ he 

said of Durham “whenever I wasn’t reading economics (which was often) I 

underwent the transition from being a recreational cricketer into one who had the 

ambition to play the game for a living.” 

 

On completion of his degree Andrew moved back south playing for Middlesex 2nds 

before making his first class debut in 1998 scoring 83. It was to be two more years 

before Andrew scored his maiden first class century scoring 111 not out. In these 

early years he spent his winters learning the game in Australia but more importantly, 

as he himself noted, it was here that he met his future wife, Ruth MacDonald, and 

they married in October of 2003. They now have two sons, Sam aged five and Luca 

aged two. 

 

His public school upbringing and his education at Durham led to him acquiring the 

nickname, in cricket circles, of Lord Brocket eventually shortened to Brock although 

as Andrew himself has reflected, rather gladly, it is now usually just Straussy. 
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Andrew made his test debut in 2004, at Lords, against New Zealand when Michael 

Vaughan had to withdraw because of a knee injury. This time England won the 

match with Andrew scoring 112 in his first innings and 82 in his second. He became 

only the second English player to score a century on his debut at Lords. He might 

have been the first English player ever to score centuries in both innings of his debut 

had he not been run out by fellow former Durham University student Nasser 

Hussain. 

 

From here his early successes made him a regular in the England side and his 

century away from home against South Africa the following year made him only the 

seventh player in Test Match history to score maiden first class centuries at home 

and abroad. He also became the fourth fastest Englishman to 1000 runs, made in 

only 19 innings. 

 

The following year ended with celebrations in Trafalgar Square as England finally 

regained the Ashes with Andrew being the only player in the series to score two 

centuries and among his six catches his catch at slip, to dismiss Adam Gilchrist, was 

described as ‘the abiding memory of the summer.’ In the following winter tour of India 

Andrew was given the highest possible accolade in English cricket when awarded 

the captaincy to cover for Andrew Flintoff who was rested. The following summer he 

was made the official England Captain and oversaw a convincing 3-0 win over 

Pakistan. 

 

In 2006 a returning Andrew Flintoff, now fit, resumed the captaincy and this 

coincided with a drop in form for the former Durham student as he was eventually 

dropped from the Test side in 2007 after 43 consecutive matches. He returned to 

test cricket in 2008 and scored his highest test score of 177 against New Zealand in 

an innings that arguably saved his Test career. Later in the summer he scored a 

hundred in both innings whilst touring India making him only the tenth Englishman to 

score two hundreds in the same test. 

 

On 7th January 2009 Andrew was appointed Captain of England once again. Despite 

personally scoring three centuries in the West Indies he returned to England with a 
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1-0 series defeat but rectified this by captaining England to a 2-0 series win against 

the same opposition the following summer in England. 

 

This was followed by the greatest challenge of them all as Andrew Strauss captained 

England against the Australians attempting to counter their last 5-0 whitewash in 

Australia. A second test victory at Lords, the first win by England at this venue in an 

Ashes game since 1934, was based almost entirely on a magnificent first innings of 

161 by the Captain. England were to eventually win a most enthralling Ashes Series 

and Andrew was named man of the series by the Australian coach as he averaged 

an outstanding 52.66 runs. 

 

The following year Andrew captained the side against the South Africans, was rested 

against Bangladesh and led England to a 3-1 series win against Pakistan in a very 

controversial summer. This led to the challenge of retaining the Ashes down under. 

England set the scene for the series with a magnificent recovery at the Gabba where 

Andrew recorded his 19th Test hundred to help secure an excellent draw. A win and 

a defeat in the next two tests set the series up for the final two Test Matches. A 159 

partnership between Andrew and Alistair Cook at the MCG, in response to 

Australia’s first innings score of 98, saw Andrew pass 6,000 test runs and move 

England nearer to an emphatic victory. The final test at the SCG saw our Captain 

once again lead by example as he scored 60 from 58 deliveries as Australia fell to 

yet another innings defeat for the third time in a magnificent 3-1 series win. 

 

In truth Andrew is one of the most respected and highly rated cricketers in the world. 

When dealing with supporters and the media he is said to always be polite, honest 

and happy to give of his time. In giving of his time freely he is president of the 

Primary Club Juniors, a charity that helps fund blind cricket. In aid of the charity he 

played in a game blindfolded but returned to the pavilion after only his second ball. 

His record speaks for itself. He has nineteen test centuries to his name and six one 

day international centuries. 

 

Whatever he does from here he will forever be one of the greats of the England 

game. That being said he is first and foremost a family man and whilst reflecting on 

the Ashes he made the following observation; “only your family really knows what a 
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toll playing in an Ashes series takes on a player. They are the ones who have to put 

up with the roller-coaster of emotions, the single mind, the endless phone calls, the 

lack of sleep. A huge debt of gratitude has to go to Ruth, Sam and Luca, for being 

there for me and always reminding me of what is really important in life. People often 

ask me why I wear my wedding ring round my neck when playing. The reason is that 

it is a constant reminder that I don’t do this on my own.” 

 

Vice Chancellor, I present Andrew John Strauss to receive the degree of Doctor of 

Civil Law honoris causa. 
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