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You are known as Africa’s first professor of geology, a title bestowed in 1966 

when you were promoted by the University of Nigeria, but let us first explore a 

little earlier in your extraordinary life.   

 

Your introduction to geology presented itself before you went to university 

when you served for two years from 1950 to 1952 with the then Colonial, 

Nigerian Geological Survey.  A taste for geology you certainly obtained during 

those years with the survey and in 1952 you moved to Washington State 

University to complete both a first degree and masters. 

 

In 1956 you made what then must have been a most unusual move and 

chose to study a PhD with Sir Kingsley Dunham here in Durham.  Prior to 

joining Durham University, Sir Kingsley had worked with the British Geological 

Survey (an organisation for which he was later director) and it is perhaps this 

link along with Sir Kingsley’s reputation which tempted you to join a fast 

expanding Department of Geology here in Durham. 

 

In 1957 a young new lecturer arrived here in Durham, Dr Henry Emeleus.  

Henry became your second supervisor and guided you through much of your 

research.  It is from Henry that we learned much about your career and I am 

pleased to say that Henry, still active in the department despite being well into 

retirement was honoured with the Chancellor’s Medal this year. 

 

We know from Henry that you proved yourself to be an outstanding 

researcher.  Your work on the Pre-Cambrian basement gneisses and granites 

was exemplary.  On a slightly lighter note we also learned that you were 

affectionately known as Soba and I will if I may use this term of endearment in 

my words to come. 
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After leaving Durham you returned to Ibadan as a lecturer and rapidly 

progressed to a chair and Head of Department (1968). Henry Emeleus spent 

a month or so at Ibadan as a visiting research fellow, during this Henry helped 

with petrology teaching for your Honours students and subsequently 

participated in the 3rd Year field excursion which took them across Nigeria, 

ending up at Bauchi. Henry remembers being most impressed by the quality 

of the instruction on this memorable trip, and the enthusiasm of your students 

and staff. 

 

Soba you were active in many parts of Africa – assisting Zambia set up their 

first School of Mines at the University of Zambia in 1970 but it is back home in 

Nigeria where your reputation goes before you.  With many of your former 

students now professors and leaders in their own right.  Professor Oyawoye 

you are known at home as the ‘Father of Geology’. 

 

Soba you were honoured in Nigeria with the award of the Order of the Niger – 

the highest possible award for a citizen of Nigeria. 

 

After leaving your academic post in 1977 as a protest against the military rule 

in Nigeria and its impact on university autonomy, you undertook an eclectic 

career which saw you as board member and latterly chairman of companies 

and educational establishments throughout Nigeria though always with 

special emphasis on your home town of Offa. 

 

Soba you are an outstanding African geologist , statesman and most of all 

human being, please accept this honorary doctorate from your Alma-Ata, 

Durham University.  

 

Chancellor, I present Mosobalaje Olaloye Oyawoye to receive the degree of 

Doctor of Science honoris causa. 
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