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Professor Ann Moss, who continues, in retirement, to enjoy the reputation of a 

world-leading scholar of French Renaissance literature, and of early modern 

intellectual culture more generally, has a record of distinguished and inspiring 

service to Durham University that stretches back some forty-six years. 

After graduating in French and Latin from Newnham College, Cambridge, and 

after a brief stint as Assistant Lecturer in French at Bangor, Ann arrived in 

Durham in 1966 to take up the roles of Resident Tutor at Trevelyan College, 

at that point still a building site, and half-time Lecturer in French. As a single 

parent with two daughters under two and two new, and rather different, jobs, 

Ann was forced to acquire, at an early stage of her career, the skill we now 

know as ‘multitasking’. But multitask she did, starting the College Library from 

scratch, offering pastoral support to students, completing her Cambridge PhD 

on the influence of the Roman poet Ovid on Renaissance French literature, 

and becoming a full-time member of the French Department in 1979. After a 

series of promotions, Ann became Professor of French in 1996, a position 

which she held until her retirement in 2003. She was elected a Fellow of the 

British Academy in 1998. 

Ann has published widely in the fields of French Renaissance literature, the 

Classical tradition, and early modern intellectual culture, ranging freely 

between material written in the vernacular and in Latin. Her major works are a 

testament to this breadth of vision, itself essential for a proper understanding 

of the early modern world. With Poetry and Fable: Studies in Mythological 

Narrative in Sixteenth-Century France, published in 1984, Ann revolutionised 

our understanding of French poetic practice in the Renaissance period and its 

relationship with its Classical models. 1996 saw the publication of Printed 

Commonplace-Books and the Structuring of Renaissance Thought, a ground-

breaking study which laid bare, for the first time, the intellectual underpinnings 

of Renaissance writing, and which would go on to enjoy an extraordinarily 



fruitful afterlife, culminating in the very rare honour of a French-language 

translation, published in 2002. Ann’s last monograph, Renaissance Truth and 

the Latin Language Turn, published the following year, similarly broke new 

ground in the field of Renaissance intellectual history and has had a lasting 

impact. 

In parallel with this most distinguished record of research, Ann placed a 

particular emphasis on innovative teaching across an exceptionally broad 

range of topics, and on fostering the intellectual development of her students. 

She also made a decisive contribution to the development of the discipline of 

Modern Languages at Durham, serving as Head of French and, in the years 

immediately preceding her retirement, as Head of School. The current good 

health of the School is due, in no small measure, to Ann’s energetic 

leadership and advocacy of the discipline during her headship. 

Since her retirement, Ann has remained highly active in research and has 

given generously of her time in support of the work of her younger colleagues. 

She has also travelled extensively, criss-crossing Eastern Europe, the Middle 

East and Central Asia, and pursuing her longstanding interest in the 

encounters – past and present – between Christendom and Islam. 

Chancellor, I present Ann Moss to receive the Chancellor’s Medal. 
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