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With characteristic modesty, Richard Monk would have us believe that he is just “an 

old fashioned copper” – in other words, an ordinary police officer. However, as 

Sherlock Holmes would have put it, “the evidence suggests otherwise”.  

 

For, in addition to his distinguished record of public service in Britain, Richard Monk 

has held the position of United Nations Police Commissioner – the world’s most 

senior police officer – not once, but twice. This is an indication of the confidence that 

the UN Secretary General has in Richard’s ability to handle some of the toughest 

and most demanding policing challenges facing the international community.  

 

So what can have inspired the young Richard Monk to pursue his calling? The 

popular image of the police officer has undoubted changed over the years. When 

Richard embarked on his career, the most instantly recognisable fictional police 

character was Dixon of Dock Green an avuncular British bobby of the old school 

whose opening catch phrase was “Evening all!” However, as the demands of real life 

policing became more complex and society more violent, the British police officers of 

fiction were forced to become tougher and more like their real counterparts.  

 

It is clear from the enormous popularity of such television programmes – not to 

mention the multitude of ‘fly on the wall’ style documentaries – that millions of people 

are fascinated by policing and the work of detectives. Richard was no exception and 

he started his own career as a “bobby on the beat” in 1963. It was only later that he 

made the decision to study for his degree at Durham University, arriving on a Home 

Office scholarship at the ripe old age of 33.  

  

Now, when Richard came up to St Chad’s College in 1977, mature students were 

something of a rarity. Indeed, when he matriculated he was only one of two in a 

College that then numbered some 170 members. And having come here to study as 

a serving police officer in his 30s, he inevitably had to be on his best behaviour.  
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Not for him, such naughty undergraduate amusements as riding down the Bailey in a 

supermarket trolley, wearing a traffic cone on his head or abseiling from the balcony 

of Dunelm House into a punt on the river and then escaping to the accompaniment 

of Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyries while letting off fireworks. As a fully-fledged adult, 

married and with three children, he soon came to be regarded as a surrogate parent 

by younger students who greatly enjoyed his hospitality and even, on occasion, his 

good advice. He was the founder of Durham University’s Mature Students’ 

Association.  

 

At Durham, Richard read Politics and, after graduating in 1980, he returned to 

policing in London and served with distinction for 35 years. He was a Commander in 

the Metropolitan Police and the Head of the Scotland Yard Branch dealing with 

Community Affairs and Crime Prevention. Among his many achievements is the 

creation of the first unit tasked with investigating organised crimes against children. 

Much child protection work, which is today seen as standard practice, derives from 

his pioneering efforts in the early 1990s, including the idea that there should be a 

Minister for Children. He later served as Assistant Chief constable of Devon and 

Cornwall from 1991 until 1994, before being appointed by the Home Secretary as 

Assistant Inspector of Constabulary for England and Wales.  

 

Then the international stage beckoned and he embarked on a career which took him 

to Cyprus as Police Adviser to the British Sovereign Base, before guiding the UK 

Ministry of Defence and the United Nations on the arrest of suspected war criminals 

indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal.   

 

In 1998 he was appointed by the UN Secretary General as UN Police Commissioner 

in Bosnia, where he served with distinction. In 2000, he was appointed to the UN 

Panel for Peace Operations and subsequently served with the Organisation for 

Security and Cooperation in Europe as Director and Senior Police Adviser.   

 

However, his appointment as UN Police Commissioner in Kosovo was unexpected. 

While Richard was working as a consultant on policing in Nepal – that troubled 

Balkan region exploded in February 2007 following a political demonstration that 

went horribly wrong. Rubber bullets were fired by international police officers who 
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had panicked and two Kosovo Albanians were killed. For a moment, it seemed 

possible that the UN administered territory could be plunged back into conflict.  

 

A safe pair of hands was needed to restore public confidence in the police and 

Richard Monk – still out in Nepal – received a telephone call in his hotel room from 

New York. He was again commissioned by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 

Under Richard’s leadership a potential crisis was averted without further bloodshed. 

Since stepping down as UN Commissioner last year, he has continued to share his 

expertise as a leading authority on police capacity building, counter-terrorism and 

child protection, and has recently returned from a mission to Kirgizstan.  

 

During his policing career, Richard Monk has received many honours and 

decorations, including his recent Companionship of the Order of St Michael and St 

George in the Queen’s New Year honours; an OBE awarded in 2000 and the 

Queen’s Police Medal. However, perhaps the decoration that best summarises the 

principles for which he strives is his United Nations Medal. On its reverse are a few 

simple words that speak volumes: “In the Service of Peace”.  

 

It has become fashionable in some circles to denigrate the United Nations and its 

peacekeeping role in the world. However, for all the UN’s shortcomings, there are 

millions of people in the world today, not least in Bosnia and Kosovo, who have 

reason to be grateful for the men and women of the international police contingents 

who strive to keep the peace in conflict zones when all semblance of law and order 

has collapsed.  

 

On this special occasion, when we all have so much to celebrate as we gather in this 

wonderful and historic building, I think we should also feel justifiably proud that 

Durham – our university – has produced so distinguished a national and international 

public servant as Richard Monk.  

 

Mr Chancellor, I present Commissioner Richard Gordon Monk to receive the degree 

of Doctor of Civil Law honoris causa.   

 
© Mr Alex Standish, Durham University. Not to be reproduced without permission. 
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RICHARD MONK   CMG OBE QPM BA (HONS) HON DCL 

 
Richard Monk is an international police adviser and leader specialising in police 
capacity- and institution-building. He is an ad hoc United Nations Inspector General 
of Policing and member of the Advisory Council of the United States Institute of 
Peace, International Network to Promote the Rule of Law.   
 
In March 2007, and at very short notice, he was appointed as the Police 
Commissioner of the 2,000 strong UN International Police Force in Kosovo and of 
the 9,000 strong Kosovo Police Service in response to a political crisis caused by the 
shooting dead of two people in a riot and remained in post until the commencement 
of transition of UN authority to the EU in March 2008.  During this time he held 
overall executive authority for law enforcement in Kosovo and put in place major 
elements of reform and re-organisation to enable the Kosovo Police Service to 
assume responsibility as the single law enforcement authority for Kosovo following 
Kosovo’s declaration of independence in February 2008. 
 
Between February 2002 and February 2006 he served as the first Director and 
Senior Police Adviser to the Secretary General of the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), during which time he founded and became head of 
the Strategic Police Matters Unit responsible for police capacity- and institution-
building, particularly in the countries of Central Asia and the Southern Caucasus.   
He also formulated the basis of the organization’s future strategy for Security Sector 
Reform.  In 2001 he was commissioned by the OSCE and by the Office of the High 
Representative in Bosnia to produce reports on a follow-on mission to UNMIBH.  He 
was previously seconded to the OSCE by the British government to carry out a 
'Study of Policing in Yugoslavia' the Report of which formed the basis of international 
policing assistance to the, then Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Serbia, and 
Montenegro.  During 2000, he was a member of the UN Secretary General's Panel 
on Peace Operations, which reviewed the criticisms and failures of past peace-
keeping operations, (the Brahimi Report).  He has advised the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office on international policing matters and acted as a security 
consultant to a number of major commercial organizations.  He was latterly engaged 
in child protection and personal safety work with principal UK charities and experts to 
prevent the sexual abuse of children. 
 
Between March 1998 and March 1999 he was appointed by the UN Secretary 
General to be Commissioner of the United Nations International Police Task Force 
(IPTF) in Bosnia responsible for implementing the provisions of Annex 11 of the 
Dayton Peace Agreement and for re-building and reforming the police forces of the 
Republic Srpska and Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina. He was a member of the 
Principal's Group under the High Representative and with Commander SFOR 
responsible for overseeing day to day operational implementation of the international 
mandate and co-operation between Entities.  He was directly responsible for the 
mode and effectiveness of law enforcement and human rights development 
throughout Bosnia.  
 
Mr. Monk was formerly a police officer with 35 years service.  Between 1994 and 
1998, he was a member of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary in the Home 
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Office, appointed by the Home Secretary to inspect and report on the effectiveness 
and efficiency of police forces in England and Wales.  He was also responsible for 
giving direction on international requests for police assistance overseas, and 
carrying out operational assessments of overseas police forces.  He was appointed 
in his own right as Police Adviser to the Administrator of the Sovereign Base Area in 
Cyprus and provided advice and guidance to the UK Ministry of Defence and to the 
United Nations on the arrest of persons indicted for war crimes by the International 
Criminal Tribunal in The Hague.  
 
Before joining HM Inspectorate, Mr. Monk held the position of Assistant Chief 
Constable (Crime) for the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary (1991-1994).  Prior to 
that, he was a Metropolitan Police Commander and the Head of Scotland Yard 
Branches dealing with Crime, Community Affairs and Crime Prevention and 
responsible for formulating policy for crime investigation and detection issues 
throughout London.  Mr. Monk created the first unit leading investigations into 
national paedophile networks.  He was also responsible for the development of 
formal police/public consultative groups and community initiatives in London.  Prior 
to that, he held the post of Divisional Commander, Brixton, following the 1985 riots. 
 
Mr. Monk was for several years a member of the Council of National Association for 
the Care and Resettlement of Offenders (NACRO) and the Funding Panel of the 
National Victim Support Scheme (NAVSS).  He is Patron and former Chairman of the 
Lucy Faithful Foundation (providing clinical treatment for persons who sexually 
abuse children and their victims). He was for several years a Trustee of the Suzy 
Lamplugh Trust and the Michael Sieff Foundation (both UK national charities 
contributing to government policies on personal safety by drawing together 
government officials and child/adult safety practitioners).  
 
As a matter of course, he provided explanatory briefings to UN leaders and 
countries’ representatives to the UN; to foreign and defence ministers; US 
congressmen and staffers, the Pentagon; SHAPE, International Crisis Group; 
Human Rights Watch: Ambassadors and senior diplomats and more frequently to 
representatives of the American, Belgian, Canadian, French, German, Norwegian 
and Russian governments.  He has produced papers on the role of policing in 
peacekeeping at international conferences and to the US military Leadership 
College, the UK Military and the new military academy in Bosnia.  He has addressed 
an Interpol Global Conference on bio-terrorism and is a foremost international expert 
on the sexual abuse of children and trafficking for the purpose of prostitution. 
 
His ideas, leadership, practitioner and political skills in some of the most challenging 
roles, reforming and developing civilian police forces in countries ravaged by war or 
governed by oppressive and corrupt regimes, have provided him with a status and 
reputation as much amongst civil society and human rights groups as the security 
peacekeeping elements with the UN, OSCE and the EU.  He has become one of the 
world’s leading authorities on police capacity- and institution-building in failed States 
and States in-transition. 
 
He is currently the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, a member of the Court of 
Assistants and Principal Founder Member of the City of London Worshipful 
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Company of Security Professionals.  He is a Freeman and Liveryman of the City of 
London 
 
Mr. Monk holds an honours degree in politics and an honorary Doctorate of Civil 
Laws from the University of Durham and is a member of the Senior Common Room 
of St. Chad’s College. He attended the FBI Academy and the University of Virginia in 
1985 and is a former President of the FBI European Chapter of National Academy 
Graduates.  He is an honourable Professor of the National Police Academy of 
Kyrgyzstan at which the Crime Science Centre is named after him. 
 
His more recent honours include the Queen’s Police Medal (1995) the United 
Nations Medal (Bosnia) (1998) and the United Nations Medal (Kosovo) 2007.  He 
was awarded an OBE by The Queen in 2000 in recognition of his work advising the 
Ministry of Defence on the arrest of persons indicted for war crimes, as Inspector of 
the UK Sovereign Base Area in Cyprus; and as Police Commissioner of the UN 
international Police Task Force in Bosnia.  In 2009 he was appointed by The Queen 
to be a Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of St Michael and St. George 
(CMG).   
 
He is listed in Who’s Who. 
 


