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In the early 1960's, George Rochester wanted to develop theoretical physics in Durham, 

and Brian Bransden (the newly appointed first professor of theoretical physics in Durham) 

was sent on a mission to seek out the finest young talent.  And so, Alan Martin's 

association with Durham started with lunch with Brian at the Cafe Royal in Piccadilly.  

Soon afterwards, Alan came to Durham for interview and was duly appointed as Lecturer 

at the ripe old age of 25.  Alan has always looked young for his age, and perhaps that was 

why he was pulled over by a Police Constable while driving a friend's car in Durham 

Market Place shortly after the interview.  

 

Alan's appointment was the start of theoretical particle physics research in Durham. He 

was responsible for a number of key appointments including Michael Pennington and 

James Stirling, establishing Durham as the leading UK group in the interpretation of data 

from the various international high energy accelerators.    Durham is a unique environment 

and Alan had the vision to make the best use of the opportunities.  In 1988, he and 

Professor Euan Squires founded the Centre for Particle Theory which is still one of the 

largest and most successful interdisciplinary Research Centres within the University with 

more than 30 academic staff based in Physics and Mathematical Sciences.  In the late 

1980's and early 1990's, he organised a series of workshops at St John’s College which 

brought world renowned theorists and leading UK experimentalists together to solve 

topical problems in phenomenology.  This made Durham even more prominent on the 

national and international stage and ultimately was a key component of Durham's success 

in winning the national competition to host the Institute for Particle Physics 

Phenomenology in 2000.  

 

Alan's enthusiasm and his love for his subject shine very brightly and this made him an 

excellent lecturer. His inspirational introductory course on quantum mechanics (that he 

taught from 1964 to 2010!) enthused generations of undergraduates – including the 

current Head of Physics.  When he arrived in Durham, George Rochester encouraged him 

to put his pedagogical talents to good use by writing text-books and so far, Alan has co-

authored four postgraduate texts on particle physics, including “Quarks and Leptons” 

which has been an adopted text around the world.  



 

Alan remains at the forefront of particle theory research and some of his papers are 

among the most cited in any of the physical sciences. Particularly noteworthy is his work in 

determining the partonic structure of the proton, an understanding of which is essential for 

interpreting the measurements made at all high energy proton colliders and which played 

an important role in the discovery of the top quark at Fermilab and the Higgs Boson at 

CERN. Altogether, he has co-authored more than 400 articles which have accumulated 

nearly 60,000 citations. His many contributions to the field were recognised in 2004 

through his election to the Royal Society, and in 2007 he was awarded the Institute of 

Physics and German Physical Society's Max Born Medal and Prize for his pioneering 

theoretical work on the internal structure of the proton which underpinned the experimental 

program at the HERA accelerator at DESY Hamburg throughout the 1990's. 

 

Acting Vice-Chancellor, I present Alan Douglas Martin to receive the Chancellor’s medal. 
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