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Doctor of Civil Law 
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Gabrielle Nicole Logan was born on the 24th April 1973 in Leeds. She is the 

daughter of Terry and Christine Yorath and given her father’s playing and 

management career in football sport has, not surprisingly, been at the heart of 

her life from a very young age. 

 

Her schooling took her from St Thomas Moore in Coventry to St Andrews 

Primary School, Cardinal Heenan High School and on to Notre Dame Sixth 

Form College in Leeds. From there Gabby moved to Durham University 

where she completed a law degree between 1992-1995 graduating with a 2:1. 

 

Gabby was a highly accomplished athlete, playing netball for her school and 

competing in the high jump. She is best known for representing Wales in the 

1990 Commonwealth Games in New Zealand in rhythmic gymnastics before 

retiring because of injury at the very old age of seventeen. 

 

Gabby’s early years however were not without personal tragedy as Daniel, 

her brother, collapsed and died at the age of fifteen whilst playing football with 

his father in the garden at home. This was a tragedy that, not surprisingly, 

was to have a significant impact on the whole family which Gabby described 

as being a very raw time for her.  

 

Her life at University was extremely full as she took on roles such as Deputy 

President of the College of St Hild and St Bede, became sponsorship 

secretary of the Union Society, played netball and tennis and got involved in 

theatre. One of her starring roles was as the Spider in ‘James and the Giant 

Peach’.   

 

During this time she also found time to work at Metro Radio where she honed 

some of her skills that were to prove so important to her in later working life. 

She started on the news desk in her first year and moved onwards and 
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upwards to host TFM’s ‘Late Night Love Show’ where she often had to re-

write the script to make it safe to broadcast and would sometimes get called in 

to stand in for the breakfast show  before returning for her law lecture at 9.00 

in the morning. 

 

One should not underestimate the challenges that Gabby faced in undertaking 

a law degree at Durham University, taking on significant roles of responsibility 

in her College and the wider University whilst trying to start her media career 

with Metro Radio. She looks back on it now and clearly feels the student 

nights out that she had to give up for the early morning news were more than 

worthwhile. 

 

From Metro Radio Gabby went on to join Sky Sports in 1996. However, it was 

on moving to ITV’s ‘On the Ball’ two years later that her career really took off. 

She went on to present Champions League football for ITV in 2005 and 2006 

before moving to the BBC in 2007. 

 

Her career at the BBC has gone from strength to strength as she started out 

presenting aspects of BBC Sport and from there hosted ‘Final Score’. She is 

now the main host of athletics for the BBC, has presented the World Aquatics 

Championships, the Six Nations, ‘Match of the Day’ and was a main player in 

the BBC team of presenters at the 2012 Olympics and the 2014 World Cup. 

She recently replaced Sue Barker as a joint host of Sport Personality of the 

Year. 

 

Gabby has been voted sport’s presenter of the year four times at the 

Television and Radio Industries Club Awards, most recently in 2014. Her 

broadcasting has not, however, been limited just to sport. She has hosted, 

among many other programmes, ‘The One Show’, ‘I Love my Country’, 

‘Splash’ and most recently ‘Let’s Play Darts for Comic Relief’.  

 

Gabby’s career has also taken her to radio, where her major input has been 

on Radio 5 Live and she writes regularly, as would befit a Durham graduate, 

for The Times Newspaper. 
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Gabby has managed to keep this remarkable media career moving forwards 

alongside a demanding family life. She married international rugby player 

Kenny Logan on the 19th July 2001 and on 28th July 2005 she gave birth to 

twins Reuben and Lois.  Despite her huge work commitments her family 

remains central to all that she does and she describes them as a ‘team’ where 

everyone supports each other. Both her children are very talented at sport; 

Reuben has perhaps not surprisingly gone down the rugby route whilst Lois 

has decided to focus on show jumping on the basis that her mother knows 

less about this sport than any other.  

 

In 2012 Gabby clearly evidenced her ability to balance her family and her 

work as she was named Tesco’s celebrity mum of the year. She has also 

found time to be involved in a great deal of charity work. Gabby is currently a 

patron of The Disabilities Trust, The Princes Trust, St John’s Catholic School 

for the Deaf and Great Ormond Street Hospital. Both she and Kenny are also 

honorary Vice-Presidents of the children’s charity ‘Sparks’. 

 

Gabby has had a remarkable career in the media centred on a sport, in 

football, that has been a traditionally male dominated world and yet she has 

fitted in with ease and considerable professionalism. 

 

It is, therefore, with great pleasure Chancellor, that I present Gabby Logan to 

receive the degree of Honorary Doctor of Civil Law, honoris causa. 
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