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Master, Blaster, Pastor.  These three words well describe Ronald Lancaster, 

who has successfully combined the roles of school teacher, pyrotechnician, 

businessman and Parish Priest for many years, bringing to each the attributes 

of commitment, insight, hard work and common sense that are often found in 

a Yorkshireman. 

 

Ronald was born in 1931 Huddersfield, where the Railway Station proudly 

carried the advertisement “Huddersfield, the Home of Standard Fireworks”. 

Growing up in such a town, which was also the home of Lion Fireworks, it was 

almost inevitable that young Ronald would acquire a fascination with buying, 

watching and even making fireworks.  Ronald saved up his pocket money to 

buy exotic fireworks such as the Witches Cauldron that leaked aluminium 

powder well before November 5th.  He went on family excursions through the 

tunnel under the Pennines, to watch the regular displays at Belle Vue in 

Manchester.  But his true career as a pyrotechnician began in the 1940’s 

when, with his cousin, he saved his pocket money and bought sulphur and 

potassium nitrate from the local chemist’s shop.  Even in those days, Ronald 

had a hard nose for business and realised that to spend 6d on potassium 

chlorate was excessive, as the same sum would buy two fish suppers.  

Instead, he exercised his great knowledge of re-crystallization, making the 

substance by reacting cheap sodium chlorate weed killer with equally cheap 

potassium chloride fertilizer. 

 

Success in A level and Scholarship level exams in Sciences brought Ronald 

to St Johns College in 1950.  After some discussion with the Principal of 

John’s, Ronald enrolled for the General Arts Degree with an intention of 

eventually studying Medicine.  This intention changed, however, and after 

National Service Ronald went to Cuddesdon to train for ordination.  After 

Parish work, and an exploration of two University Chaplaincies, Ronald went 
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to Kimbolton School in Huntingdonshire in 1963 to serve as both Chaplain 

and Chemistry teacher, posts he held for 25 years.  The school occupies the 

Castle, which was where Katherine of Aragon died.  It had also been the 

home of Sir John Popham, the presiding judge at the trial of Guy Fawkes.  

Having obtained official permission, Ronald set up a small laboratory at the 

School and, despite difficulties with the Ecclesiastical Insurance Company and 

strong anti-fireworks sentiment at the time, the Kimbolton Fireworks company 

factory was eventually established, mainly producing exciting new fireworks 

for display.  Looking around for a motto Ronald gently declined the 

suggestions of his son, a business-school graduate, preferring instead the 

Latin Ex Luce Lucellum, which is capable of several translations, the official 

one being “out of light, a little profit”. 

 

Ron’s achievements in this field are legendary, including celebrations of the 

Silver Jubilee, the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Britain and VJ day, the 

Hong Kong Handover, Trafalgar 200 the opening of the Thames Barrier, this 

University’s 150th Anniversary and many, many more.  The Royal Family 

always enjoyed his Cowes Week demonstrations; he became their favourite 

pyrotechnician, and was awarded the MBE for his services to the industry.  

Ronald has invented many new types of firework and his company remains 

the only independent one in the UK, winning many industrial awards and 

providing displays that give pleasure to millions each year.  

 

Pyrotechnics is a wonderful mixture of art and science.  The good 

pyrotechnician understands that the quality of charcoal can affect the end 

product, as do the size of aluminium particles and the nature of the 

preparation process.  Furthermore, colours are not always what they seem so 

that trying to produce an orange colour by mixing yellow and red simply 

doesn’t work.  Ronald has contributed widely to both the technical and 

professional development of his field, by giving popular lectures (for which he 

was awarded a Fellowship of the Royal Society of Chemistry) and authoring 

the only standard text book on the topic.  
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Ronald is a generous, as well as a highly accomplished, individual.  He has 

liberally supported his old College and has provided advice and gifts of 

materials to Grey College, where the best firework display in the North East 

takes place each November.  Throughout his working life, Ronald remained a 

faithful priest, often preparing Chapel services early on a Sunday morning 

after returning from a display.  He is now an assistant at St Andrews, 

Kimbolton, frequently officiating when required. 

 

Throughout his life, Ronald has exercised his skills across the sciences, in his 

work as a Priest and as a diligent schoolmaster.  His contributions in the 

technical field of his work, his creation of a thriving business in difficult times 

and his generosity to two Colleges of the University are recognised by this 

Congregation.  

 

Mr Chancellor, I present Reverend Ronald Lancaster to receive the degree of 

Master of Science, Honoris Causa  
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