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Admiral Amjad Mazah Hussain has led a truly extraordinary life and is an inspiration 

to us here at Durham and beyond the University.  His life’s journey has been a 

remarkable one taking him from a village in Pakistan to the plush offices of the 

Admiralty where once Lord Nelson paced the corridors – from a boy in shorts, with 

his shirt tails hanging out and no shoes - to the finely turned out Controller of the 

Royal Navy. Amjad Hussain has quite simply led a remarkable life which we 

celebrate today.  With his mother, Amjad left Pakistan when he was five to join his 

father Mazhar who had come to England to work for a few years but found a better 

life and wanted his family to join him.  Amjad was clearly a star in the making from an 

early age.  In 1976 he receiving a very competitive Navy scholarship to go to a 

university of his choosing and then into the Royal Navy – and Durham admissions 

selectors recognised his talent and were smart enough to offer him a place to read 

Engineering and Business Studies.  Amjad has said of his motivation in joining the 

Royal Navy that he ‘…didn't want a nine to five existence getting on the Waterloo 

and City line everyday.  I needed to get out and see the world and do something a bit 

exciting, something that had purpose to it.’  And seeing the world and doing good 

has been a hall mark of Amjad Hussain’s career. 

 

He had initially intended to stay in Royal Navy for a few years, but in his own words 

‘enjoyed the Navy so much he forgot to leave.’  In a career spanning 34 years Amjad 

has completed many operational and support jobs, from jumping out of helicopters 

onto fishing trawlers in the North Sea, providing military cover for the fire fighters 

strike, to running Portsmouth Naval Base supporting the majority of the Navy’s 

surface fleet and responsibility for the efficient running of the Navy's large and 

complex Portsmouth site.  With a staff of 3,500 and a base of 20,000, Amjad 

describes his role at Portsmouth as running a large company, a small city and a 

major port simultaneously. In his career Amjad has held a number of wonderfully 

titled posts including; Director General Logistics (Fleet), Director General Weapons, 

Director Precision Attack, and Controller of the Royal Navy.  Amjad is the highest 

ranking ethnic minority officer in any of the three services of the British Armed 
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Forces and was recognised in the Muslim Power 100 List as one of the most 

influential Muslims in the UK.  He was appointed Companion of the Order of the Bath 

(CB) in the 2011 New Year Honours for his service.  

 

Amjad Hussain represents everything that Durham holds dear – in his own words 

Amjad did not let his degree get in the way of his education.  He enjoyed life at 

Durham to the full and met his wife Wendy when they were both at Collingwood 

College where she was studying French and Russian.  Perhaps more important than 

a degree in Engineering and Business Studies, Amjad left Durham in 1979 with a 

very clear sense of who he was – someone who realised the value of hard work, 

someone willing to challenge and to take risks, someone who did not feel bound by 

convention and someone with a strong sense of right and wrong.  What gets Amjad 

out of bed everyday is a desire to look at issues with fresh eyes, a desire for 

constant improvement and a strong sense of doing something of value. 

 

Amjad is not perhaps what you might expect from a typical Royal Navy Officer.  His 

friends and colleagues describe him as unconventional and in his own words he 

doesn’t look like an Admiral or sound like an Admiral.  Of his position as a role 

model, he says nobody should limit their ambitions because they think parts of 

society or walks of life are closed to them.  For young people with backgrounds not 

dissimilar to his, he believes that they shouldn't let their futures and ambitions be 

imprisoned by their own prejudices.  ‘It's too easy to make that mistake.’ But Amjad 

is also a role model to us all, in showing us what can be achieved with hard work, a 

refusal to be bound by convention and a strong sense of purpose.  

 

With the typical modesty that is hallmark of a Durham Graduate, Admiral Hussain 

sees himself as just another Naval Officer doing the job he is paid to do.  We beg to 

differ and it is our honour to celebrate one of the outstanding public servants of our 

day. 

 

Mr Chancellor, I present Amjad Mazhar Hussain to receive the degree of Doctor of 

Civil Law, honoris causa.  
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