
1 

 

Carl Stephen Patrick Hunter 

Doctor of Science 

January 15th 2016 

 

A few years ago, a colleague forwarded an e-mail from a student at St. Chad’s, 

asking whether there were any possibilities for the Physics Department to work with 

an ultrasonics company. That student was Clare Hunter, and thus began a happy 

association with Coltraco Ultrasonics Ltd. and the recipient of one of today’s 

honorary degrees, her father Carl Hunter. 

 

Carl Hunter  did not arrive in England until he was 9 years old, having been brought 

up in Canada, Australia and Singapore, thanks to his father’s career as a 

submariner. When other schoolboys received food parcels from home, Carl would 

receive print-outs and tape recordings of dolphins and whales communicating 

underwater. Whether he was really hoping for cake is not recorded, but these 

unusual parcels sparked an interest in ultrasound which would find its fruition years 

later. 

 

In 1981, Carl arrived at Hatfield College to study History and Politics. He made the 

most of his time at Durham – he rowed in Hatfield’s 1st VIII and performed in a string 

of plays both with the Hatfield College Dramatic Society and the University Theatre. 

He also met the woman who was to become his wife, Dorothy. He first noticed her as 

she cycled up and down the Bailey in her flowing blue skirt and managed to secure a 

place next to her at the Hatfield College Ball. One way and another, the evening was 

not quite the success he had hoped for, and it was some years before she actually 

agreed to go out with him. Here is obviously a man with staying power and 

persistence! 

 

There followed training at Sandhurst and a commission in the Royal Greenjackets. 

He joined his Battalion as an Armoured Platoon Commander in Germany as the Cold 

War was coming to an end. He subsequently commanded the Greenjackets 

Mountain Patrol, was the Army’s Warrior Officer at the School of Infantry, was ADC 

to Commander British Forces Hong Kong, commanded in West Belfast during the 

Troubles and was detached to both the Brigade of Gurkhas and the Royal Navy. 
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On leaving the military in 1991, Carl’s father Eric asked him if he would like to join 

him to start a company. After leaving the Navy, Carl’s father had worked in the 

shipping industry, and discovered that high-pressure CO2 containers were being 

tested using radioactive sources. He felt that the job could be done better – and 

more safely – using ultrasound. Carl readily agreed to join his father as Managing 

Director, and threw himself into building the customer base for the new company. In 

the following 10 years, he spent 6-8 months of every year overseas, a testing time 

both personally and for the young company – to finance these efforts, Carl took 

consultancies with various aerospace and defence companies. Once again, 

persistence paid off. Coltraco now employs over 40 people and exports 95% of its 

production, all of which is in the UK, to 106 countries.  

 

Coltraco Ultrasonics manufactures 14 systems and products. To take but one 

example, Coltraco ultrasound technology is widely used on board ocean-going ships 

and oil rigs where it alerts crew to potential water ingress sites on-board, particularly 

in ships’ hatch covers. Sinking and submerging is the number one cause of loss of 

life at sea, and the technology developed by Coltraco helps save the lives of many 

mariners. Their latest system will enable ships to monitor their hatch covers for 

weather-tight and watertight integrity on voyage for the first time and the shipping 

company technical teams ashore will be able to monitor the data in real-time 

wherever the ship is in the world. This ensures that mariners no longer need to 

access remote and dangerous areas of ships during transit.  

 

Durham’s recent association with Coltraco, which started with that e-mail, has 

revolved around undergraduate projects in the Physics Department. Carl and his 

team have provided the students with many scientific problems to tackle, which they 

have done with enthusiasm. This has led to summer projects and part-time 

employment for Durham undergraduates, and one of the very first project students is 

now Head of Research at Coltraco. Through working with Coltraco, our students 

learn about industrial research, planning a project, working in a team and presenting 

their work to a client. 
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However, Carl’s work with our students is much more important even than that. First, 

his interest in and enthusiasm for their work really rubs off on our students. No 

matter how busy he is, Carl makes every effort to come to the students’ final 

presentations – I have not known him to miss a single one. Not many 

undergraduates present their work to the CEO of a company that exports worldwide, 

so Carl’s presence is a source of tremendous pride. Secondly, but most importantly, 

Coltraco’s philosophy is based on integrity. The advice he gives to our students is 

like gold dust. Time and again I have heard him tell students that wherever they 

decide to go, they should look for a company that values them as human beings and 

will seek to develop their skills, and that both scientific and personal integrity is the 

bedrock of a successful industry. The fact that this is being told to them by a 

successful businessman makes the advice all the more valuable. 

 

In short, Carl is a remarkable man, running a remarkable company. 

 

Chancellor, I present Carl Stephen Patrick Hunter for the degree of Doctor of 

Science, honoris causa. 
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