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Dr Henry Emeleus has been an outstanding servant to Durham University since 

arriving here in as a lecturer 1957.  His retirement in the mid-1990s did not alter his 

commitment to science, staff and students.  He is an exemplar all should admire but 

few could match. Henry’s great strength and the value he demonstrates for the 

university is his tireless patience, generosity and enthusiasm with students.  Today, 

we have few teachers with such commitment and talent.  We are fortunate indeed 

within Earth Sciences in Durham to still be able to benefit from Henry’s daily 

presence.  To his credit Henry has taught many at Durham who have later become 

professors including me!  Of the 20 or so research students Henry supervised many 

have also gone on to achieve high professional level in academia.  Henry achieved 

this remarkable feat without fuss; he is a very unassuming individual who has never 

promoted himself.  Though never formally head of department, Henry’s selflessness 

brought him to the fore in the mid-1980 when the unexpected departure of the Head of 

Department left Geology leaderless.  Henry took control with care and conviction, for 

the best part of a year until a new appointment was made. 

 

Turning to Henry’s research; he remains the expert on the igneous rocks of NW 

Scotland despite his supposed retirement around 20 years ago.  His skills mapping in 

difficult terrain remain outstanding.  Aside from knowing every square inch of the 

Scottish island of Rhum he has mapped extensively many of the volcanic Scottish 

islands and, in association with the Danish Geological Survey of Greenland, large 

tracts of that landmass.  His geological maps remain the primary references for the 

newer generations of geologists.  His written work too stands out.  Henry’s memoir for 

BGS Memoir (1997) on the ‘Geology of Rum and Adjacent Islands’ is a model of clear 

and accessible scholarly writing.  His published work on the UK Atlantic Margin 

Igneous Province has underpinned much wider ranging research by others which has 

addressed questions on global climate change and mass extinction – questions at the 

fore of scientific investigation today. 

 



It was not just fieldwork where Henry excelled though.  He is also a master of igneous 

petrography and his knowledge of minerals and textures means that now, well into 

retirement, it is he upon whom I call to assist my postgrads and postdocs with the 

dying skill of microscope identification and interpretation. 

 

Henry remains active in his field with his most recent publication, a three-dimensional 

model of cone sheet emplacement in Ardnamurchan Scotland.  His use of 3D 

rendering software demonstrating that he remains at the fore of his profession in spite 

of retirement.  

 

Throughout a long career Henry has been formally recognised on a number of 

occasions by the University of Madras, Edinburgh Geological Society and the 

Mineralogical Society.  In 2010 Henry was awarded the Collins Medal of the 

Mineralogical Society. This medal honours a scientist who, during a long and active 

career, has made an outstanding contribution to pure or applied aspects of Mineral 

Sciences and associated studies. It is now appropriate for Durham University to 

recognise the wonderful benefit of having Henry in their midst.  

 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor, I present Henry Emeleus to receive the Chancellor’s Medal. 
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