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When Dr Ian Doyle took early retirement from a very successful career as the 

university’s Keeper of Rare Books and Reader in Bibliography he was doubtless 

wished a productive future.  Even given his distinguished record of achievements 

and scholarly writings to that date, no-one is likely to have imagined just how 

productive it would be: this was anything but retirement.  Twenty-five years later Dr 

Doyle is still to be found almost daily in the Palace Green library working on the 

manuscripts and rare books, and sharing his unrivalled expertise with students and 

scholars near and far.  Equally his continuing labours behind the scene are 

reflected in the volumes that, attentive readers will note, he has himself given to 

the library and in the other collections whose acquisition he has facilitated, such as 

the convent library from Darlington he helped to secure in 2007. 

 

From the many fine scholarly works that he has published since the early 1980s, I 

would single out his masterly introductions to facsimiles of the Vernon Manuscript 

(1987) and our own autograph manuscript of Hoccleve (2002).  The former, a 

volume which stands nearly 2 foot high and weighs 20 lb, demonstrates the weight 

of his learning in more ways than one!  And his productivity shows no sign of 

abating: only last year he published an incisive discussion of pen-flourishing; while 

a piece on a missal that was possibly owned by the market church n Durham is 

due out later this month. 

 

It is no exaggeration to state that Ian Doyle is regarded as a, if not the world expert 

on late medieval English scribes, texts and manuscripts.  I remember being at a 

conference in Oxford in 1986 when Ian commented from the audience on the 

scribe of a book that the speaker had presented; the chairman promptly 

responded, ‘An authority indeed’.  Twenty years later, Ian was one of the first four 

scholars invited to give a ‘master class’ at the Bodleian Library.  And a year ago 

when I was in Oxford examining a thesis, the poor candidate had to wait for his 

viva to begin while the internal examiner, Oxford’s professor of palaeography, 

enquired after Ian, describing him to the fretting candidate as a ‘national resource’. 



2 
 

 

Ian’s service to the scholarly community and the discipline as a whole has indeed 

been unstinting.  He continues as an active member of academic bodies 

connected, on the one hand, with research libraries, and on the other with the 

publication of scholarly editions, notably the Early English Text Society and the 

British Academy’s Corpus of Medieval Library Catalogues.  He has been equally 

active in associations that straddle both camps, such as the Bibliographical Society 

and the Early Book Society. He has kindly given me his copies of some of these 

journals: the various markings in ink in the margins indicate a very lively 

engagement with their content.  And should any such body publish a seriously 

errant statement, one can be sure that it will be put right in the next issue by a 

precise note from the honorand.  

 

In recognition of his scholarship, eminence, and service to the discipline, Ian was 

elected a Fellow of the British Academy and a Corresponding Fellow of the 

Medieval Academy of America a decade ago.  Tonight he is fittingly honoured by 

the university to which he has given so much. 

 

Accordingly Mr Chancellor, I present Ian Doyle to receive the Chancellor’s medal. 
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