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A graduate of Newcastle University, David embarked upon a highly distinguished career 

in advertising, rising through a series of Chief Executive Officer roles to lead one of the 

world’s major multinational advertising agencies. One of those leading roles was in 

South Africa. Whilst there he was asked by Harry Oppenheimer of Anglo American, and 

other leading liberal reformers, to formulate the election strategy for the newly created, 

anti-apartheid, Progressive Federal Party, working with such luminaries as Helen 

Suzman. This was the time of the murder of the African National Congress activist, 

Steve Biko, and David created one of the enduring legends of advertising when he 

made his famous attack on the nationalist government in the form of a campaign which 

included the shocking visual representing the mutilated body of the recently murdered 

Steve Biko, counterpoised with the headline of a quote from the notorious Chief of 

Police, Jimmy Kruger, “That Steve Biko: he leaves me cold!” As a result of the national 

and worldwide impact this made, David was arrested and spent some time in custody 

and under interrogation in the notorious Police Headquarters in John Forster Square in 

Johannesburg.  

 

Following his return to the United Kingdom, David continued his career in advertising, 

rising to lead a major multinational, before forming his own companies in response to 

increasing requests to give strategic guidance to major organisations in both private and 

public sectors. However, he was not content with this and in 1996 fulfilled his long held 

determination to devote himself to campaign for social justice and work to change 

society for the better, which is what he continues to do today. 

 

There are two principal reasons for nominating David Croisdale-Appleby for the award 

of an honorary doctorate.  
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A veritable polymath with degrees in no fewer than six different academic disciplines 

spanning science, social science and the arts, he has served Durham University with 

great distinction. He has given invaluable advice to both the Business School and the 

Wolfson Research Institute, drawing on his expert knowledge, recognised in his 

simultaneously holding a Visiting Chair in the Business School – where he is also a 

member of its Advisory Board - and an Honorary Chair in the School for Medicine and 

Health and at the Wolfson. A member of the University Council for the last nine years, 

he also serves on its key committees of Finance and General Purposes, Remuneration, 

Nominations and Investments, and chairs the Council of Ustinov College. This is a truly 

impressive record of service to the University. 

 

However, the pre-eminent reason for his nomination is the breadth and the depth of his 

service to, and outstanding achievements within, the public, private and voluntary 

sectors of society in the United Kingdom - as well, of course, as his earlier contribution 

to the overthrow of apartheid in South Africa. His inspirational vision and selfless 

determination have touched and immeasurably improved the lives of many UK citizens, 

particularly the vulnerable, the disabled and the disadvantaged.  

 

He has made a sustained and original contribution in no fewer than four  important fields 

that fundamentally impact upon the quality of life in the UK, namely: social justice; 

health and social care; education and training (of which his contribution to Durham 

University is only one part); and policing and criminal justice. This is a truly formidable 

contribution, and perhaps a unique one. 

 

David has chaired and continues to chair a great number of public and voluntary sector 

organisations. These include amongst others: Skills for Care; Skills for Care and 

Development; the Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners; 

Buckinghamshire Hospitals NHS Trust; the National Spinal Injuries Centre; Yarrow 

Housing; The Radian Group; and the English Federation of Disability Sport. 

Furthermore, he led, as Chair, the creation of the National Guidance on Long Term 

Sickness and Incapacity for the National Institute for Clinical Excellence. He also serves 
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as a magistrate chairman and as an Inspector for Medical Education for the General 

Medical Council. He has a sustained track record of successful delivery in a truly 

uniquely wide range of complex and challenging roles of national and international 

significance. 

 

He is very widely respected and valued by his peers for his contribution to public life. 

This was exemplified by the resounding endorsement in the letters of support of his 

nomination for his OBE, received from a number of the nation’s eminent public figures 

familiar with his work.  

 

In summary, in addition to giving valuable service to the University, David’s selfless and 

sustained contribution has fundamentally improved the life of the nation, especially the 

lives of the vulnerable and disadvantaged. It is, therefore, with great pleasure, Mr 

Chancellor that I present David Croisdale-Applebey to receive the degree of Doctor of 

Civil Law, honoris causa. 
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