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When Rosemary Cramp came to Durham as a Lecturer in 1955, few can have 

foreseen the distinguished career that lay ahead of her, or the impact that she 

was to make on Anglo-Saxon archaeology, and on archaeology in the 

University. Back in those early days, the Department, which didn’t officially 

exist until the following year, was housed in a hut on what are now the tennis 

courts of Hatfield College. It may have seemed a rather unpromising start, 

though Rosemary was quick to observe that the hut resembled an Anglo-

Saxon hall. Over the following 35 years, Rosemary was to play a key part in 

building up the Department to become what it is today, one of the most 

prestigious in the UK. 

Though some distance from her native Leicestershire, Durham of course was 

ideally located to indulge Rosemary’s passion for Anglo-Saxon archaeology. 

She harnessed the potential of the North-East to establish a whole new strand 

of archaeological research on Anglo-Saxon buildings and sculpture. The twin 

monasteries of Jarrow and Monkwearmouth, home to the Venerable Bede, lay 

just up the road, and other famous Anglo-Saxon centres at Whitby and 

Bamburgh were within striking distance. Rosemary carried out ground-

breaking excavations at several of these sites, and has been a leading figure 

in the recent and ongoing campaign to elevate Jarrow and Monkwearmouth to 

World Heritage status. 

Another of Rosemary’s major initiatives was the Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Stone 

Sculpture, a project that has given birth to no fewer than seven handsome 

volumes since the appearance of the first, on Durham and Northumberland, in 

1984. This has been a work of huge dedication and enormous scholarly 

importance, and has been emulated by scholars in France and Italy. It is also 

one of the projects that has continued to occupy Rosemary since her 

retirement, and for which she was recently awarded a substantial grant by the 

Sainsbury Family Trust.  



Alongside these considerable achievements in her own research, Rosemary’s 

abiding contribution to the University was in building up the Department of 

Archaeology. She was promoted to become the first female professor at 

Durham in 1971, and embarked on a programme that saw the Department 

grow in size and stature. It gained particular eminence in the field of 

archaeological science, which it retains to this day. Several of Rosemary’s 

students went on to occupy key positions in British archaeology and this in 

itself is testimony to her success. 

It was perhaps not surprising that retirement in 1990 marked only a further 

stage in Rosemary’s career both within and beyond Durham. She continued to 

serve as a Trustee of the British Museum, and was appointed a 

Commissioner for English Heritage. Volumes of the Corpus of Anglo-Saxon 

Stone Sculpture appeared at regular intervals, and Rosemary’s academic 

output continues unabated, with no fewer than four monographs and 

numerous papers over the past ten years. She recently presided as Guest of 

Honour at a day to celebrate women in Archaeology at the Society of 

Antiquaries in London, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished archaeological 

society. Rosemary’s portrait, painted in 2010, now hangs in the Library of the 

Society, commemorating her tenure as President from 2001 to 2004. This 

evening, however, it is Rosemary’s lasting contribution to the Department, and 

her continued membership of the archaeological community at Durham, which 

we acknowledge and applaud.  

Vice-Chancellor, I present Rosemary Cramp to receive the Chancellor’s 

Medal. 
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