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Dick was born in Stanley, County Durham in 1935 and entered University College, 

Durham University to study chemistry in 1953. He carried out his PhD research at 

Durham under the supervision of Professor Ken Musgrave, followed by a year as a 

Postdoctoral fellow at the University of British Columbia, Canada.  He returned to 

Durham’s Department of Chemistry in 1960 to take up the post of lecturer and he 

was promoted through the ranks to Chair in 1973 and Head of Department between 

1983 and 1986. 

Dick’s research contributions cover a vast range of topics in organofluorine 

chemistry.  He always worked with an emphasis on establishing fundamental 

chemical principles and the reactivity profiles of the often unique classes of new 

molecular systems that were first synthesised in his research group. These 

sustained efforts were published in over 400 research papers and patents.  

During a sabbatical year at the Case-Western Reserve University in Cleveland, 

Ohio, Dick began to write ‘Fluorine in Organic Chemistry’ which was first published in 

1973. This seminal book helped to integrate the field of fluorine chemistry into 

‘mainstream’ mechanistic organic chemistry and is the standard text in the field 

which was widely circulated in the former USSR, China, Europe and the United 

States.  

Research collaborations with many international industrial companies, including 

Asahi Glass (Japan), Dow Chemicals (USA) and ICI, was a key feature of Dick’s 

research career and his research programmes gave rise to several commercially 

valuable products. For example, he persuaded British Nuclear Fuels to establish, for 

none nuclear purposes, a new company, F2 Chemicals Ltd, in the early 1990s where 

he served as a Non-Executive Director. The collaborative development of the use of 

fluorine gas as a reagent for selective fluorination of ketoesters was scaled up by F2 

Chemicals to supply the Pfizer company with tonnes of a key starting material used 

in the synthesis of their antifungal agent, V-Fend. This product currently has global 

annual sales of around $600 million. 

Throughout his career, Dick led a large research group and employed and trained a 

total of 96 postgraduate students and over 40 PDRA Fellows.  Dick’s former group 

members have had careers in academia, such as myself, in industry and even in the 

Houses of Commons and Lords.  



Dick’s many significant scientific achievements led him to being elected as a Fellow 

of the Royal Society, awarded the International ‘Prix Moissan’ and the American 

Chemical Society Award for Creative Research in Fluorine Chemistry. 

Since his formal retirement in 2000, Dick has remained active in the department as 

an Emeritus Professor by publishing a number of papers and a fully revised second 

edition of his book, advising and mentoring students and staff.  He has maintained 

his eminent profile through presentations at conferences and consultancies 

worldwide and continues to engage in SCR activities in University College continuing 

his 60 year association. 

For an illustrious scientific research career at Durham but, personally, for being a 

great teacher, mentor and, more importantly, friend, Vice-Chancellor I present 

Professor Dick Chambers to receive the Chancellor’s Medal. 
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