
Enterprise support:  
how we can help you with  
self employment or starting your 
own business 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enterprise Support 
For further information email: 

enterprise.support@durham.ac.uk 
 
 

Contact us 

Careers & Enterprise Centre 

Durham University 

Palatine Centre 

Stockton Road 

Durham 

DH1 3LE 

0191 334 1437 

If this leaflet is required in an alternative form, 
please ask us. 
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Enactus Durham 
If you would like to become more enterprising 
and develop your entrepreneurial skills whilst 
making a difference to the community, you could 
join Enactus Durham. Enactus projects empower 
people in need by applying entrepreneurial action 
to societal issues. Enactus Durham has developed 
an excellent reputation for the application and 
impact of its local and international activities. 
Enactus projects are changing the lives of entire 
communities - www.enactusdurham.co.uk 

 

Entrepreneurs Durham (ED) 
Joining Entrepreneurs Durham will give you access 
to a network of nearly 3,000 members and 
opportunities to take part in a wide variety of 
exciting and innovative events through the 
academic year. Entrepreneurs Durham provides 
an exceptional environment for peer-to-peer 
learning and development - 
www.entrepreneursdurham.co.uk 
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Start a Business and Be Your Own 
Boss 

If you’re considering becoming self-employed, or 
have an idea for a new business or social 
enterprise, Careers & Enterprise can support you 
to achieve your ambitions.  

Many students have ambitions to become self-
employed or run their own business. The key 
benefits of becoming your own boss are: 

 Follow your passions and enjoy your work 

 Sense of achievement 

 Develop a wide range skills and knowledge 

 Varied role; when starting out you may be 
responsible for all aspects of your business, 
from marketing to finance 

 Flexibility to work when and where you 
want 

 Earn money 

Our support programme has been developed by 
University staff, entrepreneurs and specialist 
support partners. We aim to provide you with 
practical help and advice as and when you need it.  

At Careers & Enterprise we work with students 
with any idea at any stage of development. So 
whether you’re just starting to think through ideas 
or if you’re already up and running in business, 
please contact us for support. 

Blueprint StartUp Challenge 
 

At Durham University, most of our support for 
students developing new business ideas is 
delivered through our Blueprint Start Up 
Challenge. Through taking part in this programme 
you will have access to:  

 

Specialist Advice 

In addition to support provided by our business 
coaches, Careers & Enterprise can also help you 
access specialist support and advice from our 
external partners. Our wide range of external 
partners are all experts in their fields, so whether 
you need help drawing up contracts, developing 
your brand or accessing new markets, you can get 
the support you need.  

Networking 

Being able to network effectively is an essential skill 
for any entrepreneur. At Careers & Enterprise we 
deliver monthly networking events during term 
time to help you meet likeminded students, existing 
entrepreneurs and useful contacts to help your 
business grow. We also deliver networking training 
to help you get the most from these events.  

Social Enterprise Support 

At the heart of every social enterprise are people 
dedicated to tackling social or environmental 
problems, improving communities and changing 
people’s lives for the better. If you are interested in 
careers in the third sector, enjoy your volunteering 
experience and wonder how you could make this 
into a great career, you might want to consider 
developing a social enterprise venture. 

We offer advice, support and information about 
what social enterprise is, how to get started and 
funding opportunities to help you start your own. In 
addition, we also offer regular workshops and talks 
run by successful social entrepreneurs and social 
enterprise start-up support advisers. 

 

  

Competitions 

Start Up competitions are a fun an exciting way of 
learning and give you the opportunity to: 

 Develop and validate your ideas 

 Boost your enterprise skills 

 Win prize money 

Throughout the academic year there will be 
opportunities to take part in business 
competitions, including business ideas challenge, 
business planning challenge and a pitching 
challenge. Each comes with a cash prize that can 
help you take your business to the next level.  

Business Coaching 

Our business coaching sessions are tailored to 
meet the specific needs of you and your business. 
We'll help you decide on the next steps for taking 
your ideas forward and implement actions to 
achieve your goals. We’re here to support you on 
your journey to starting up your business and 
beyond. 

Start Up Workshops 

Careers & Enterprise runs a programme of 
workshops covering the practical aspects of 
developing new ideas and launching business 
ventures. Our interactive workshops are designed 
to help you develop your knowledge and skills to 
achieve future success. These sessions are 
delivered by entrepreneurs, business advisers and 
specialist providers. 

Start Up workshops cover key start up topics such 
as marketing, finance, selling and business 
planning, as well as introducing you to really 
useful tools, such as the business model canvas.  


