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2012/13
Principal’s report

Yet another wonderful year in Butler is sadly 
coming to an end. Our graduating students will be 
looking to their futures and we will be rueing their 
departure, even though we know many of  them 
will be coming back to us through the alumni 
reunions and Butler Angels scheme we run.

While it is always unfair to pick out particular 
events from the large field of  excellent activities 
going on throughout the year, some do stand out 
from my perspective. The development of  the 
Butler Scholarly Journal has been a major innovation 
for us. The idea came from the student body and 
the journal is edited and predominately written by 
them. The topics are as diverse as quantum 
computing, the Northern Ireland peace process, 
terrorism in fiction and sporting role models. The 
BSJ demonstrates the commitment in the College 
to scholarship beyond the lecture theatre, with 
students tackling issues and developing ideas 
beyond their degree course. 

Richard Hardwick, a local author, became our 
first writer-in-residence after Butler and Ustinov 
Colleges received a generous grant from the 
Leverhulme Trust. Richard followed the journey 
taken by the body of  St. Cuthbert and, along with 
the photographs from Paul Knox chronicling the 
trip, he will be exhibiting the results in Durham 
over the summer leading up to the major events 
surrounding the arrival of  the Lindisfarne Gospels.  

The final term, as always, was dominated by 
exams, but we still found time for the Summer 
Ball, Butler Day (in sunshine for the first time in 
years), a choir visit to Corbridge to celebrate the 
life of  Josephine Butler, hosting our first inaugural 
lecture (on the neolithic archeology of  the Balkans 
by Prof. John Chapman), the most ambitious play 
from STAB (the College theatre group, performing 
a musical version of  The Secret Garden) and a 24 
hour basketball challenge and cake sale for Grace 
House among other things. On Grace House, a 
number of  us got to see the finished building, of  
which a little more is detailed inside.

Looking forward to next year, we will see some 
big developments in Butler: with my research 
leave, there will be an Acting Principal in place 
and they will take charge of  some exciting new 
opportunities: our first two College Fellows (Bob 
Fosbury from the European Southern Observatory 
and Spike Peterson, Professor of  Government and 
Public Policy at the University of  Arizona), a new 
sports coach system to help develop our men’s and 
women’s football teams and a new chaplain, 
Andrew Tinkler, to develop the spiritual and 
volunteering side of  the College. All of  this should 
ensure 2013/14 is at least as great as 12/13 has 
been.

Adrian Simpson
The Principal.
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Josephine Butler College Choir, singing alongside the church choir at 
the service for Josephine Butler at St. Andrew’s Church, Corbridge
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Grace House is a planned new 
children’s hospice and will become the 
only dedicated hospice in the North East. 
When complete it will provide respite and 
terminal care for up to six children at a 
time. The College adopted Grace House 
as its main charity four years ago and 
since that time has raised well in excess of  
£20,000.

The build phase of  the hospice was 
completed recently and at the end of  this 
term a group of  students and staff  were 
able to visit the location and see around 
the new build with Karen Maclennan, the 
hospice’s chief  fundraiser. The hospice 
includes six children’s 
bedrooms with adapted 
wetrooms, dining room, 
play room, sensory suite 
as well as space and 
rooms for family 
members. In addition 
there is a bereavement 
suite and quiet space. 
The location is set in a 

considerable area of  green space which 
will be lawns, gardens and vegetable 
patches with children and families can 
enjoy and tend.

The visit to the building put into 
perspective our fundraising events - 
everything from simple collection tins on 
the bar to 24 hour sports and charity 
challenges. However it also showed how 
much more needs to be done to staff  the 
hospice to provide the much needed care 
for sick and dying children, but the 
inspirational visit will spur us on develop 
ever more imaginative money raising 
ideas.

Grace House Hospice
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3 College Colours 
Each year the college recognises 
significant contributions to our 
development with the award of 
‘College Colours’ - both half and full.

Full Colours
Jonathan Harrison. For his 
complete and unwavering 
commitment to the college, 
particularly in providing technical 
support for events.

William Kendall. For his role across 
many aspects of college, most 
recently in developing new 
volunteering opportunities and in 
drawing many groups together to 
launch the Butler Bikes Scheme.

Half Colours
Christinea Fuller. For her work 
supporting the welfare and wellbeing 
of every students, her tireless 
campaigning and her caring attitude 
to those in distress and need.
Emma Crosby. For her roles in 
different areas of College life, but 
particularly in volunteering; notably 
developing new avenues for 
volunteering activity.
Bryn Coombe. For his commitment 
across the College, but particularly in 
the use of video to record events 
and promote the life of Josephine 
Butler College.
Carmen Horrocks. For her 
development of the Butler Scholarly 
Journal, providing an outlet for 
scholarly writings and ideas and for 
increasing the profile of college-
based scholarship.

William Garrison. For his work in 
developing societies, encouraging 
increased participation and support 
for presidents and members of 
societies.

Elizabeth Atar. For working closely 
with College in dealing calmly and 
professionally with a year of floods 
and damage while developing BCBC 
still further.

Darrnesha Inbah Rajah. For her 
efforts in developing student theatre, 
particularly in producing the most 
ambitious show ever put on by a 
Josephine Butler College theatre 
group.
Alice Driscoll. For her development 
of sports and her encouragement 
and support for presidents and 
captains in increasing participation.

Green Committee
Butler Bikes Scheme

The Butler Bikes scheme came about 
almost by chance – an impulsive, light-
hearted suggestion from Green 
Committee member Will Macauley that 
no-one took too seriously but which was 
passed on from one person to another, 
until it was recognised as a viable project. 
The various practical issues were talked 
over with our Bursar Des O’Neill, such as 
insurance for users, where to source bikes 
and funding of  the project. Des also 
offered the practical suggestion of  
recycling bikes that were left by students at 
the end of  the year, giving the scheme a 
second branch of  environmental benefits. 
Over a £1,000 of  funding was then 
secured from a College Bursary, the 
College Trust Fund, and a Carbon 
Management Bid.

And within a matter of  months the 
scheme was almost ready to be launched. 
Bikes were secured from the charity 
Recyke Y’Bike, who already had close 
links with the University’s DBUG 
(Durham Bicycle Users Group). Helmets, 
bike covers, lights and locks were all 
purchased using some of  the funding 
money, ensuring that the scheme began 
with the highest levels of  safety and 

security possible. Dave Aylesbury took 
care of  marking the Butler fleet out from 
other bikes by painting the handlebars 
gold and producing plaques for each one.

During the trial period this term, 
members have been allowed to sign the 
bikes out for up to 24 hours at a time, 
allowing them to travel into town, to 
lectures, or home at the end of  the day for 
livers out. So far we have 25 members, 
and feedback has been extremely positive. 
The main issue we have encountered so 
far is a shortage of  bikes; especially in 
such brilliant weather the idea of  taking a 
bike out for a day has proved extremely 
popular.

In the future there’s no knowing the 
potential that Butler Bikes may have. A 
university-wide scheme may be possible, 
with other colleges adopting the same 
model or a single central organisation 
being set up.  It would also be beneficial to 
make the scheme easier for Livers Out to 
utilise, possibly with a bike station in the 
centre of  town. We also hope to look into 
expanding the possible rental period to 
over 24 hours, allowing a wider range of  
people to use the scheme for different 
purposes. And of  course, we’ll always be 
looking to expand our fleet of  bikes as 
demand inevitably increases.

Lucy Astill, GreenComm
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College Colours

Half Colours

Rosanne Murray. For her work as 
social chair in putting on events, in 
difficult circumstances and often 
with only a few helpers.

Matthew Pountney. For his 
commitment across a number of 
areas, notably football, the wider 
support for sports and his work in 
reorganizing the governance of the 
Junior Common Room.

Dave Aylesbury. For his consistently 
cheerful demeanour, enthusiasm, 
helpfulness and caring commitment 
to every student.

Thea Crawfurd Svensen. For her 
efforts in developing student theatre, 
particularly in directing the most 
ambitious show ever put on by a 
Josephine Butler College theatre 
group.

Rob Swinbank. For his role as 
recycling champion and particularly 
his sensitive and supportive 
interaction with students undertaking 
college and community service with 
him.

Paul Collins. For his dedication to 
engaging others through sport, his 
unfalteringly positive disposition and 
his commitment to running the 
Jogging Society.

Lucy Astill. For her role in leading 
and developing Green Committee 
and heading the implementation of 
new and innovative ideas which have 
come from that committee.

Hannah Buckley. For her role in 
developing music in the College, 
organising concerts and – in addition 
to showcasing her own abilities – 
encouraging others to showcase 
theirs. 

David Evans. For his commitment to 
the life of Josephine Butler College 
through his involvement in many 
aspects, including GRAW, darts, 
University Challenge and as 
Treasurer of the Junior Common 
Room.

Gillian Skellett. For her commitment 
to the development and wellbeing of 
students through the mentoring 
system, the care she devotes to her 
students and the  efforts she 
expends on their behalf.

Hugo Proffitt. For his work in 
developing societies, encouraging 
increased participation and support 
for presidents and members of 
societies.

Academic Excellence
Among all the excellent achievements of  our students in sports and 
societies, we have also had our best ever set of  academic 
achievements. In particular, first class degrees have been achieved 
by: Andrew Steer, Katrina Madden, Thomas Raine, Heather 
Snowdon, David Smith, Scott Wells, David Evans, Dominic 
Williams, Mariliis Ott, Rozi Prekop, Emma Masson, Matthew 
Pountney, Hugh Williamson, Patrick Bernard, Poppy Goldsmith, 
Philip Jones, Peter Brown, Beth Jones, Esmeralda Lundius, Martin 
Hunt, Ahmed Sarfaraz, Konrad Weaver, Mark Richardson, Laura 
Barksby, Nicola Siddall, Alex Groves, Yisen Luo, Lucinda Huggett, 
Tara Lilley, Douglas Readle, Christopher Smith, Abi Monkhouse, 
Richard McCormack, Emma Crosby, Eleanor Lucas, Clare 
Thompson, Jamie Birchall, Adam Lee, Jonathan Spencer, Chelsea 
Carter, Eimear O’Boyle, Emma Simpson, David Bartlett, Jack 
Felton, Rachel Horigan, Gina Webster, Carl Nelson, Nathan 
Cheetham, Gordon Hack, Stephanie Huddart, Judith Dentith, 
Laura Letchford, Russell Park, Will Kendall and Oliver Gratton.

The College has launched a new prize - the Adam Cumbor Prize - 
for the best performance in 2nd year mathematics, in memory of  
Adam, a brilliant young mathematician who sadly died last year. 
The first recipient of  the prize is Oliver Muir. In addition, Russell 
Park won the Project Prize and Jacob Gledhill the First Year 
Achievement Prize from the Mathematics Department.

The following students were awarded The Durham Award 
recognising their achievements beyond academic success: Anna 
Budgett, Katherine Jacks, Georgina Lewis, Katrina Madden and 
Rebekah Shoukry

Trust Board
Raising funds to help our students

Josephine Butler College Trust Fund exists to raise money for the 
College for those important ‘extras’ which our core funding does not 
cover. A Trust Board with members of  the College community as well as 
external, independent members oversees our fundraising and expenditure 
strategies. Compared to older, more established colleges, Butler has a 
much smaller resource to draw upon, but the extra funding we receive 
from donors is very welcome and can make all the difference to the 
student experience.

In 2012/13 our income was £5864.58, coming from a mixture of  one 
off  donations and parental contributions. From this, the Board was able to 
award funding for a range of  difference sports equipment (including table 
tennis tables and volleyball equipment). They also supported music in the 
college by funding the purchase of  pieces for the music library and 
professional music folders for the Choir, DJ-ing equipment for the the 
Rock and Alternative Music Society and equipment for the student-led 
technical committee. In addition, the Trust funded equipment for the Boat 
Club, notably a new cox box and two wooden boats.

In 2012/13 we will be seeking ‘class gift’ funding for the development 
of  the multi-use games area, through the purchase of  floodlights. The 
College and JCR will be working with Ustinov College and their GCR to 
raise money for this, but the Trust has underwritten that fundraising to a 
maximum of  £1000.

If  you wish to give to the Josephine Butler College Trust Fund, you 
can do so online at:

https://www.dunelm.org.uk/sslpage.aspx?pid=356
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Sports
Team JB ... Are You Ready?

Sporting engagement and opportunities at Butler have 
come on in leaps and bounds since the founding of  the 
College. This year, Team JB entered the sporting arena full 
of  excitement and enthusiasm to do their college proud and 
bring points and success. With 563 points, at the time of  
writing they stand 
at 5th place in the 
College League 
Table with more 
points to be won 
with the upcoming 
festival of  sport and 
summer sports. It 
has been a superb 
year for our teams 
with promotions, 
titles and club 
expansions.

Table Tennis A 
this year has won 
the premiership 
title, having 
finished second 
from bottom in 
previous years, 
narrowly avoiding relegation. They have also doubled their 
membership and entered a second team in to the league 
which also sits at the top of  the table.  Women’s Badminton 
A have finished second in the premiership, narrowly losing 

out just once all year, helping to cement our reputation as 
the top college when it comes to badminton. 

Our Men’s Football B Team has won the title and 
achieved promotion managing an entire season undefeated. 
The pool club has expanded to a D team and is now one of  
the largest clubs in college drawing crowds down to the bar 
to watch their matches. Netball introduced a B team this 
year. Both teams have finished top of  their divisions with 

memorable 
performances, making 
Butler Netball a fierce 
competitor. 
Despite a year of  
floods and damage, 
BCBC performed 
well, with the Men’ 
VIII winning the 
novice category at 
York and Women’s 
VIII doing the same 
at the Rutherford 
Head
It has truly been an 
outstanding year for 
Team JB. Our teams 
have been fantastic 
throughout the year 

and the expansion of  social sport has increased sport 
participation.  With the installation of  floodlights on the 
MUGA will provide more training times for our teams - an 
innovation to look forward to next year        

Maria Eracleous, Sports Officer
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Sports
Selected Final League Positions 2012/13

Sport Division Place

Badminton (Men’s - A team) Premiership 2
Badminton (Men’s - B team) 1 6
Badminton (Women’s - A team) Premiership 2
Badminton (Women’s - B team) Premiership 7
Badminton (Women’s - C team) II 6
Badminton (Mixed) Premiership 2
Basketball (Men’s) 1 10
Basketball (Women’s) Premiership 7
Football (Men’s - A team) Premiership 13
Football (Men’s - B team) III 1
Football (Men’s - C team) III 6
Football (Men’s - D team) IV 5
Football (Women’s) Premiership 7
Hockey (Men’s) 1 4
Hockey (Women’s) Premiership 4
Lacrosse (Mixed - A team) Premiership 4
Lacrosse (Mixed - B team) I 7
Netball (Women’s - A team) Premiership 1
Netball (Women’s - B team) II 1
Squash (Men’s) Premiership 4
Table Tennis (Mixed - A team) Premiership 1
Table Tennis (Mixed - B team) 1 1
Ultimate Frisbee (Mixed) Premiership 3

Time out watching other matches as the annual Dilston v Milfield competition.


