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2011/12
Principal’s report

Josephine Butler College opened in 2006, so 
this year was billed as a chance to celebrate the 
huge distance we have come in five short years. In 
November we held a celebration of  our 
achievements in the presence of  the Mayor, the 
Vice-Chancellor and the local MP, where 
representatives of  our student body highlighted 
our achievements.

Since then, the achievements have kept on 
coming. On the back page you’ll see just a few of  
the many sporting highlights of  the year, as well as 
the recognition of  the final completion of  our 
Multi-Use Games Area. One of  our key strategic 
aims for the year was to increase the amount of  
scholarly activity in the college and the student 
involvement in it and page 2 gives a few of  the 
bigger areas of  development there.

Probably the most significant development 
this year has been support for our postgraduate 
community. The development of  a physical 
‘middle common room’ space has been coupled 
with a magnificent effort from the MCR 
organisation to increase the number and variety of 
their events. This is discussed in more detail on 
page 2.

One of  the key moments of  our second term 
was the signing of  the Sports Charter. We were 
the first Durham College to sign up to the national 
commitment to tackle homophobia in sport, and 
the signing was accompanied by talks on the issues 
by the Director of  Sports and the Director of  the 
Centre for Sex, Gender and Sexualities.

Student engagement across the college was 
significantly enhanced and, in particular, there was  
a big effort put in to encourage students to join 
societies. Butler has 34 different societies, more (by 
far) than any other college; and ranging from 
hiking to wine appreciation. The push to increase 
involvement culminated in our first ever societies 
formal in which we rewarded outstanding 
contributions to student engagement in this area, 
with Rock and Alternative Music being awarded 
Society of  the Year. 

Our charitable and volunteering work 
developed this year. The total amount raised for 
Grace House Hospice has now exceeded £14,000 
and we have a regular group of  student volunteers 
going to support extra curricular activities in St. 
Joseph’s Primary School.

Adrian Simpson, The Principal.

Josephine Butler College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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This year has been a year of  many firsts for 
our MCR.

After a week of  decorating we ended last 
year by celebrating (with a surprise ribbon 
cutting) the first cheese and wine night in the 
new MCR lounge. Although the evening was to 
say goodbye to last year’s postgraduates it was 
also an opportunity to look forward to the new 
academic year. Having our 
own space has been a 
great addition as it has not 
only provided somewhere 
to hold social events, but 
also a great study space 
during exams. 

We began the year by 
attempting to give new 
postgraduates the same 
welcome that under-
graduate students have always received. This 
involved having dedicated postgraduate freshers’ 
reps and putting up so many balloons and 
banners that some students thought that the 
whole site was Butler, Ustinov weren’t very 
happy!

At the start of  January we held the 
graduation reception for postgraduates. 
Although it was a small event it was lovely to be 
able to welcome back previous students and hear 

what they have done in the months since leaving 
Durham. From the generous donations of  some 
of  those attending the reception we have started 
a tradition of  class gifts with a beautiful new 
cheeseboard. This now takes pride of  place at 
(the frequent) cheese and wine nights.

The highlight of  our year was hosting 
Butler’s first ever inter-MCR formal. This was 

possibly the most 
ambitious event that the 
MCR has done so far and 
I don’t think that any of  us 
initially realised quite how 
much planning would be 
necessary. We were really 
nervous to see whether 
many people from the 
other colleges would want 
to make the trip up the hill 

to come to a self-catered college and were 
therefore delighted to welcome students from 
every Durham city college and have the hall very 
nearly full. The guests seemed to be impressed 
by the amount of  effort that Butler puts into its 
formals and in fact we appeared to set a trend 
with every MCR formal since having live music.

It’s been a fantastic year so far and there is 
definitely more to come! 

Nicola Scott, MCR President

Josephine Butler College
The development of the MCR
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2 College Colours 
Each year the college 
recognises significant 
contributions to our 
development with the 
award of ‘College 
Colours’ - both half and 
full.

Full Colours

Jo Dedhar. For her 
development of the 
MCR, her support for 
the student experience 
of the Presessional 
students and her 
support for the SCR.

Stevie Jones. For his 
dedication to student 
wellbeing, from 
campaigns to tireless 
care for individuals.

Gabie Meade. For 
helping the 
development of 
societies, the creation of 
the societies formal and 
her active participation 
across all areas of 
college life.

Nicola Scott. For her 
development of the 
MCR, engaging a wider 
group of postgraduates 
in a wider range of 
events than ever before 
and representing their 
interests within college.

Ben Warwick. For years  
of dedication to 
activities across many 
areas of college, 
particularly in leading 
the college’s signing of 
the sports charter.

Helen Young. For her 
unstinting efforts in 
supporting a large 
variety of college events 
across formals, Butler 
Day and the Summer 
Ball.

From the BNP to Fairtrade
Scholarly Activity at JB

One of  our main strategic aims for this year 
has been to increase the amount of  scholarly 
activity in the College. While students engage in 
their academic subjects through their 
departments, our aim is to complement those 
studies with activity which encourages them to 
think beyond the confines of  their degrees.

We have had a number of  larger lectures 
this year. The “Josephine Butler Lecture Series” 
had three keynote sessions during the year: Suvi 
Ronkainen presented her research on public 
attitudes to rape; Lizzie McClory and Kelly 
Stockdale gave talks about restorative justice and 
Maggie O’Neill and Rosie Campbell presented 
work on crime and safety in sex work. 

One of  the highlights of  the year was Ray 
Hill’s talk on his exposure of  the practices of  the 
BNP: a one-time senior member of  the 
organisation, he turned informant and exposed 
corrupt practices in the organisation. We also 
held a debate on the Fairtrade movement 
discussing whether the movements aims are 
being subverted by bigger businesses. Each of  

these events brought in a large audience of  
students, university staff  and members of  the 
local community.

Student specific scholarly activity was 
developed in two ways. The postgraduate 
scholars supper programme expanded to include 
more talks from our own students, while 
retaining expert talks as varied as child 
psychology and the archeological dig at 
Binchester. A programme of  ‘dissertation 
evenings’ was developed for our undergraduate 
students, enabling them to present ideas from 
their final year projects and receive constructive 
feedback in a non-threatening environment.



3

College Colours

Half Colours

Michael Clarke. For leading the 
STAB theatre group and particularly 
the brilliant direction of this year’s 
play Chatroom.
Anna Costello. For her role in 
developing the college charities 
committee and helping lead it to an 
all-time record level of donations.
Zoe Goodrum. For her contribution 
to communications within college, 
particularly through a dedicated 
commitment to Publicity Committee
Victoria Jackson. For her support 
for a range of sports, notably in 
increasing the involvement and 
success of Women’s Squash
Sophie Hammill. For her roles 
across many areas of college life, 
particularly in music and in helping 
to lead an excellent freshers week.
Jonny Harrison. For his support for 
events in his role in the Technical 
Committee and Social Committee.
Kyle McManus. For his roles across 
many areas, particularly the 
development of scholarly activity in 
the college.
Siri Minsaas. For engaging in 
activities across college, particularly 
supporting open days and welfare 
with enthusiasm and energy. 
Kirsten Mueller. For selfless service 
to the MCR and particularly in 
developing the pre-sessional 
programme
Felicity Parker. For her active 
involvement across many areas of 
college, her enthusiasm and her 
encouragement of others.
Leiha Parry. For supporting many 
activities which engage students in 
the social life of the college, 
particularly the Butler Live events.
Oskar Smogeli. For developing a 
comprehensive international freshers 
welcome, developing international 
community and leading the choir.
George Sowerby. For his many 
roles in college, most recently in 
developing the allotment, but also in 
football and in supporting the 
management of the bar.
Luke Wilson. For his contribution to 
the college in facilitating events 
through his technical know-how and 
his support for the boat club.

Academic Excellence

Among all the excellent achievements of  our students in sports and 
societies, we have also had our best ever set of  academic 
achievements. In particular, first class degrees have been achieved 
by:  Katie Bower, Felicity Child, Liam Fulton, Sarah McGuire, 
Alexander Smith, Jessica Walker, Wai Ching Wong, 
George Sowerby, Gabie Meade, Tamara Gates, Kelly Brewster, 
Jack Connor, Sian Daniel, Stevie Jones, Emma Kindell, 
Emily Todd, Tobias Straub, Keir Bailey, Jennifer Blundell, 
Jack Harris, Katie Jackson, Rob Stainforth, Rob Watts, 
Konrad Putzier, Joe Lines, Will Mosseri-Marlio, Fiona Taylor, 
Tom Birchall, Tamsin Blayney, Will Evans, Will Heisey, 
Danny King, Sophie Lansdowne, James Pickup, Shruti Uppala, 
Lauren Walker, Jade Bestley, Lydia Hutchinson, Matthew Lochery.

Emily Todd was awarded The Adam Smith Prize and Adam 
Cumbor the Best 2H Student Prize.

The following students were awarded The Durham Award 
recognising their achievements beyond academic success: Jack 
Harris, Richard Claridge, Stu Drayton, Gabie Meade, Iliana 
Ilyeva, Victoria Longdon and Francesca Norris.

Trust Board
Raising funds to help our students

Josephine Butler College Trust Fund exists to raise money for the 
College for those important ‘extras’ which our core funding does not 
cover. A Trust Board with members of  the College community as well as 
external, independent members oversees our fundraising and expenditure 
strategies. Compared to older, more established colleges, Butler has a 
much smaller resource to draw upon, but the extra funding we receive 
from donors is very welcome and can make all the difference to the 
student experience.

In 2011/12 our income was £6088.22, coming from a mixture of  one 
off  donations, parental contributions and a campaign for the development 
of  the patio area at the back of  our social building. From this, the Board 
was able to award funding for some much needed ‘wash lights’ used for 
events in the bar and the Howlands building, which means that student 
organisations no longer need to hire this type of  equipment. In addition, 
the Board awarded the Boat Club money towards the purchase of  two  
new boats. In total, the Board awarded £3014.55 in funding for these 
items.

In addition, the Board approved the final payments towards the 
Multi-Use Games Area and two new fundraising strategies: asking 
graduating students to sign up to a small level or regular giving and 
seeking funding for a ‘class gift’ from parents of  graduating students. 

In 2011/12 we will be seeking ‘class gift’ funding for the development 
of  the library, to ensure we have as complete a set of  core texts as possible, 
as well as new equipment and shelving.

If  you wish to give to the Josephine Butler College Trust Fund, you 
can do so online at:

https://www.dunelm.org.uk/sslpage.aspx?pid=356
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Sports
We really are the Champions!

Sport at Butler has continued to develop throughout the 
year, with opportunities and engagement at an all-time high.  
Clubs have expanded, raised teams gained promotion, 
escaped relegation and even won Premiership titles to see us 
finish the year 6th in the college points table.  

The college festival of  sport saw several top place 
finishes, gaining valuable college points for Butler.  Women’s 
hockey placed 2nd, despite only having six players for later 
matches, women’s football finished 3rd, but perhaps most 
impressive were the first and second places for Butler’s 
volleyball teams.  

Our Men’s football club has been as strong as ever, with 
around 70 members and even an E team.  The A Team 
consolidated their new position in the Premiership. The C 
Team witnessed a startling transformation to achieve 
promotion to join the B’s in Division 3.  Meanwhile, the 
women’s football team managed to escape relegation with a 
7-0 victory against Castle in the final game of  the season.

The squash club was particularly successful: The men’s 
team gained promotion to the Premiership, while the 
women’s team won the premiership title in a tough game 
against Hatfield.

No review of  the year would be complete without 
mentioning the ever-successful badminton club, with the 
women’s teams now extending to a C team, women’s A 
winning the premiership and the B’s joining them next year, 
and men’s A also finishing strongly in their league.

Alice Driscoll, Sports Officer.
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Sports
Final League Positions 2010/11

The MUGA
After a wonderful fundraising effort at the end 
of last academic year, the Multi-use Games 
Area was finally completed in April. A joint 
venture with Ustinov College, it is a great 
addition to our facilities, enabling us to play 
netball, tennis, basketball and five-a-side 
football on our own site for the first time. It is 
already in great demand from students at both 
colleges.

Sport Division Place

Badminton (Men’s - A team) Premiership 4
Badminton (Men’s - B team) 1 5
Badminton (Women’s - A team) Premiership 1
Badminton (Women’s - B team) 1 1
Badminton (Mixed) Premiership 2
Basketball (Men’s) Premiership 10
Basketball (Women’s) Premiership 7
Football (Men’s Astro - A team) Pool 3 2
Football (Men’s Astro - B team) Pool 4 2
Football (Men’s - A team) Premiership 6
Football (Men’s - B team) Division 3 5
Football (Men’s - C team) Division 4 2
Football (Women’s) Premiership 7
Football (Women’s Astro) Pool 1 2
Hockey (Men’s) 1 5
Hockey (Women’s) 1 4
Lacrosse (Mixed) 1 1
Netball (Women’s - A team) Premiership 10
Pool (A team) Premiership 2
Pool (B team) 1 6
Rugby 1 7
Squash (Men’s) 1 2
Squash (Women’s) Premiership 1
Table Tennis Premiership 8
Ultimate Frisbee Premiership 3


