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As we round up the academic year we celebrate the success of every student as 
they have sailed or struggled through their degree. This year has been a year of 
looking upwards and outwards, as Bob Fosbury, our �rst IAS Resident Fellow 
brought our gaze to the stars and introduced the story of the Hubble telescope 
to our common rooms. Durham’s “Moving On” project has brought our students’ 
culinary skills to bear on the homeless problem as we joined forces with Durham 
Indoor Markets to share cooking tips and skills with young people. 

Seventy Butler students visited Langwith College at York University for a varsity 
weekend. The College renewed its commitment to banishing homophobia in 
sport as the issue hit the headlines around the world again and we launched a 
new boat, “Usain Boat”, hardly drawing breath in a year of whirlwind activity.  Our 
international dimensions this year expanded to a One World Week, a Chinese 
New Year formal, Global Voices discussion groups and World Cinema nights.  We 
managed to �nd time for an extra formal this year – a Green Formal, at which the 
decorations were all recycled or recyclable and the confetti adorning the tables 
was made of seed pods. Continuing the green themes through the year we were 
treated to a presentation from “Fruitful Durham” who harvest and press unwant-
ed and un-harvested apples from all around the county.  We installed our green 
gym; a trail of outdoor �tness equipment in the grounds around the College for 
the hardy amongst us. Allotment Soc became one of the most popular societies 
and our new Durham Indoor Markets delivery scheme brought local produce and 
global politics together in a new partnership initiative which delivers food orders 
from the market stalls to our resident students on a weekly basis. 

Butler takes on a “split site” challenge for 2014-15, with responsibility for building 
a community of postgraduates at Ushaw College, on the outskirts of Durham. 
Butler is a resilient College with dedicated sta� and students who work together 
very well, so we know that, just as everyone has pulled together this year, we 
shall continue to do so in the years to come as we rise to new challenges.  It 
remains for me to thank students and sta� alike for such harmonious partner-
ships and such commitment this year.
      - Dr jill Tidmarsh, Acting Principal  
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Being elected as the new SCR 
president is an extremely 
exciting time for me and 

hopefully for the SCR and 
college alike.  There has some 

been some great developments 
within the SCR over the last few 

years and I plan to build on 
these by making more links 

with the local community and 
local businesses and by hosting 

events that are of interest to a 
wide range of people.  I am an 

extremely passionate person 
and I would like to hope that 

my passion and enthusiasm will 
shine through and make the 

SCR at Josephine Butler a great 
success and a society that many 

want to be a part of.  I look 
forward to watching the                              

developments at the college 
over the next year and I am 

proud to be part of it.
  - Lyndsey Stephenson

Ushaw College
For the academic year 2014/15 Butler College will accommodate 48 postgraduate 
students at Ushaw College. The accommodation is organised into �ats with a large 
shared kitchen.  There are two �oors of 18 en-suites and a further section of 13 
en-suites.  Accommodation is available on a �fty week let basis from the start of the 
academic year at a charge of £4750. PGCE accommodation is available at a charge of 
£4300. In addition, Butler will have use of the large dining hall (approximately 200 
seated), a smaller dining room (approximately 50 seated), and further social spaces.  
St Mary’s College had oversight of students accommodated there last year but this 
year Butler has been nominated to take on the accommodation.  Currently the 
Business School use some of the space for o�ces and teaching and the History 
Department is decanted there for the summer.  To enable the best success possible, 
we are negotiating using as much of the income as possible to “make the space work 
for us”, such that students located there, some �ve miles out of town, can settle 
comfortably and feel part of college life.  Current discussions encompass transport, 
security, welfare/support and other split site challenges and opportunities such as 
taking core Butler events there, bringing Ushaw based students to Butler and                    
ensuring, working in partnership with Catholic Studies, Team Durham, the local 
community, that there is a constant presence and (at least low level) activity on a 
daily basis.  We are currently negotiating the set up costs to ensure kitchens, 
bedrooms and social spaces are suitable.  Over and above such costs, we are looking 
that the running costs of: transport, sta� presence, portering/cleaning, events and 
infrastructure. We are under no illusion that this will be anything other than a            
signi�cant challenge; as beautiful as the location is, we shall have to work                     
extraordinarily hard at ensuring students feel very much a part of Butler College and 
Durham University life. Ushaw College was opened in 1808 for the dispersal of 
students from the English Secular College in Douai. The site was sought out to rebuild 
the Douai community and is situated 600 feet above sea level between the rivers 
Browney and Deerness, which �ow into the Wear.  The College is designed on a 
quadrangle with a gothic style chapel designed by Pugin. Its complex set of library, 
reading rooms, refectory and dining rooms was largely the vision of Ushaw’s �fth 
President, Monsignor Charles Newsham.  The College is set in extensive grounds 
known as “The Bounds” which house the stone built Ball places and Handball Courts, 
terraces and �ower gardens.  In the 1960s a new lecture wing was added. The College 
had quite a sporting tradition and at one time a pond rather popular for skating.  The 
traditional Ushaw College sport was called “Cat” and involved two teams of seven, a 
Cat stick, a Cat ball and leather gloves. Both Cat and its partner game Battledore are 
more or less consigned to history now with only the brave hearted giving them a try.  
Ushaw College has worked in partnership with the University and various dioceses, 
the local community and we look forward to an exciting year as Butler takes up 
residences there.

Trust Board Report

SCR President 

Josephine Butler College Trust Fund was set up in 2006 when the College opened. The funds raised are to support the devel-
opment of clubs and societies in the College and  put towards assets that bene�t the College community.  This year The Trust 
Board received 15 applications and awarded funds totalling £6,249 for eight of these applications. The trust made a contribu-
tion towards the new carbon �bre eight for the boat club. After a call for proposals for names and a sta� and student vote the 
boat was named “Usain Boat” and launched for its �rst outing at Durham Amateur Rowing Club in the autumn. The Trust also 
contributed to an outdoor volleyball set which has been very well used, with a recent 24 hour volleyball challenge after 
exams.  This sport requires no training or expertise to just join in and brought the less sporty out to wind down in the June 
sunshine. The Trust also supported the Tennis Club to purchase racquets for beginners. Many of the photographs that are in 
the Butler publications are courtesy of the JCR and their photographic expertise. The Photography Society was supported by 
the Trust Fund this year and their camera captures many of the activities in and around the College.  The Trust also supported 
Tech Comm and the Choir. Tech Comm are the unsung heroes of most arts and music events in college and some of the 
larger lectures too. They organise the lighting and public address systems for such events and contributions have been for 
equipment and for �ight boxes to more safely store these fragile and valuable resources. 

To make a donation or set up a standing order to the Josephine Butler College Trust Fund please telephone +44 0191334 
7260 or post a cheque made payable to Durham University and clearly labelled “Josephine Butler College Trust” to The 
Secretary, Josephine Butler College, Durham University, South Road, Durham DH1 3DF.
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Butler Sports and Societies College Colours
Easter term has included a number of successful ventures in the Arts for 
Butler. There have been many opportunities for Butlerites to prove their 
musical talent. Butler Day saw many solo artists bring out the acoustic 
guitars and soulful harmonies to serenade people as they basked in the 
sun, while the Summer Ball was the stage for a wonderful performance 
from the Jazz Band. The Summer Concert was also a resounding success, 
featuring brilliant acts from both inside the college and out. With some 
excellent music, a terri�c attendance, and a relaxed but colourful atmos-
phere, it really did go down a treat. STAB also put together an inventive 
production of A Winter’s Tale. An unbelievable amount of time and e�ort 
was put into making their adaptation as original, entertaining, and moving, 
as possible. Thankfully, it paid dividends as it truly was a wonderful show. A 
massive thanks to everyone involved with the Arts at Butler for helping to 
make our Arts scene as exciting and creative as possible. I’d also like to say 
a big thank you to tech comm for all their constantly tremendous work 
behind the scenes!
It has been another fantastic year for Butler sport. As of the 16th of June, 
Butler is 7th in the College League Table, a massive step up from being 
10th last year. All the teams have put their all into their performances and it 
shows. Five of our teams have been promoted, including Women’s Basket-
ball, Men’s Football B and C Teams, Butler C Table Tennis and Women’s 
Football.  BCBC also planned and successfully hosted the BCBC Head. Team 
JB has also ventured outside Durham to take part in competitions and 
varsity weekends. We were invited down to York to compete against 
Langwith College and the Badminton Mixed team and Volleyball team also 
represented the University at a University wide varsity weekend. Both 
teams did extremely well and we are very proud of them. 350 pairs of 
rainbow laces were also purchased with the help of a College Bursary and 
distributed to all teams to wear during �xtures. People have rushed to 
change their laces to support a campaign Butler is proud to pioneer in; 
kicking homophobia and transphobia out of sport. Part of the campaign 
included a photo-shoot! The Butler-Ustinov Cup went on without a hitch 
with more teams entering the tournament than any year before. Sport has 
had another incredible year and it can only get better!

- Danny Agar, Maria Eracleous and Kieran Devlin

Each year the College recognises              
signi�cant contributions to our develop-
ment with the award of ‘College Colours’ - 
both half and full.

Full Colours
Siri Minsaas. For her outstanding dedication 
to broad college life, particularly in charity 
work, establishing new community projects 
and the Market Delivery scheme.

Maria Eracleous. For her outstanding work in 
college sport, particularly in establishing the 
York Varsity scheme and combatting                
homophobia in sport through the Rainbow 
Lace campaign which has been in local 
newspapers. 

Thomas Clarke. For his tireless work in 
fundraising for 'Usain Boat' along with his key 
role in bringing the Boat Club back into 
College.  

Half Colours
Christopher Lowans. For his enormous 
dedication and contribution to the boat club, 
helping further embed BCBC into the college 
community.

Calum Masters. For leading an outstanding 
open day, enthusing prospective students 
and drawing the best out of a large team of 
open day reps.

Samuel Stradling. For leading an                     
outstanding open day, enthusing prospective 
students and drawing the best out of a large 
team of open day reps.

Elizabeth Edwards. For her work to increase 
the prominence of Arts at college, overseeing 
the establishment of the Arts Room.  

Elizabeth Garnsey. For her work to increase 
the prominence of Arts at college, overseeing 
the establishment of the Arts Room.

Rupert Maspero. For his broad and varied 
dedication to college life, particularly his 
technical expertise and support for                 
committees. 

Hannah Reed. For her hard work in providing 
welfare support to Butler students, and 
re-establishing a large and active Welfare 
Committee.

William Macauley. For his tireless and              
important contributions to college events as 
Tech Director.



Butler’s 10th Anniversary
In 2016 Josephine Butler College will celebrate its 10th Anniversary, with 
events in Durham and further a�eld. The College aims to provide students 
and sta� past and present with several varied opportunities to join the 
College in this milestone year. To organise activities throughout the anniver-
sary a 10th Anniversary Planning Group had its �rst meeting at the Butler Day 
alumni reunion. A range of ideas were put forward ranging from an academic 
conference on Josephine Butler to a “10 Year Super Burger”. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering to attend future meetings then please get in touch.

In celebration of our �rst ten years the College aims to fund a Josephine 
Butler Scholar on an ongoing basis and install a permanent installation such 
as a pair of stained glass windows. You can donate to these causes online by 
visiting https://www.dunelm.org.uk/sslpage.aspx?pid=356. We hope that 
everyone a�liated with Josephine Butler College can join in the celebrations 
in some way over the course of the year. It is certainly one not to be missed!
       
        - Will Garrison    

Academic Excellence
Among all of the excellent achievements of our students in sports and 
societies, we have also had an outstanding set of academic achieve-
ments. In particular, �rst class degrees have been achieved by: James G 
Roberts, Rebecca Austin, Catherine Gray, Adrienne Battrick- Watkin, 
Michael Spiers, Miranda Cooper, Oliver Muir, Jennifer Draper, Tom Shores, 
Elizabeth Barratt, Lucy Thayer, Lucy Astill, Lydia Woolway, Matthew 
Rowland, Natdanai Chewpreecha, Lydia Howe, Andrew Bunt, Natalie 
McClelland, Melanie Garry, Melanie Pape, Leni Mjaland, Isabella Alexan-
dro�, Roisin Craig, Ruby Lawrence, Kathryn Mosser, Eleanor Pattison, Siri 
Minsaas, Aimee Backhouse, Philip Jackson, Naomi Johnston, Emily Lister, 
Lucy McKenna, Hannah Bennett- Ford, Katherine Lumsden, Grace Ranola, 
Francis Chimel, Christopher Le Cornu, Joseph Cook, Daniel Waller, Rachel 
Warren, Laura Glover, Iakov Chechik, Courtney Edgar, James Fahey, 
Michael Hudson, Daniel Ja�e, Sophie Clough, Laurence Thomas, Will 
Christie, Holly Carter and Jula Le Cornu.

In addition, we are pleased to report that two students have been        
awarded The Durham Award - Sylvia Sit and James Roberts. The Adam 
Cumbor Prize has this year been awarded to Jacob Gledhill for the best 
performance in second year Mathematics. The prize was established in 
memory of Adam Cumbor, a former student and promising                             
Mathematician who sadly passed away in 2012. 

College Colours
Nicolas Restrepo Ochoa. For his                      
innovative and sophisticated e�orts in 
international engagement, establishing 
the �rst international committee for all, 
who have put on many cultural events for 
the student body.

Laura Scott. For leading an outstanding 
Freshers’ Week, with an inclusive and 
welcoming programme of events to 
integrate new students into our                      
community. 

Charles Swindells. For his enormous 
dedication and contribution to the boat 
club, helping further embed BCBC into the 
college community.

Alexandra Taylor. For her hard work in 
providing a vibrant social calendar, and in 
the process developing Social Committee 
from two or three people to a thriving 
body which provides assistance in the 
planning and setting up of formals.

Benjamin White. For throwing himself 
into the role of Green Rep this year, 
putting on a number of events as well as 
pioneering the Market Delivery system.

Syed Taha Abrar. For leading an 
outstanding Fresher’s Week, with an 
inclusive and welcoming programme of 
events to integrate new students into our 
community.

Georgina Page. For her work with STAB 
who have put on excellent performances 
this year including a second year at the 
Assembly Rooms and a play in the local 
community.

Jennifer Simmons. For her role in                    
establishing links with St Margaret’s 
Centre, paving the way for students to 
volunteer there.

Courtney Edgar. For three years of 
unrivalled dedication as JCR Webmaster, 
introducing countless innovations 
and ensuring it supports many aspects of 
college life. 

Pam Burdis. For her constant friendly face 
around Butler, going beyond just doing 
her job so well, her incredibly supportive, 
wholly interested involvement with her 
mentees, ensuring they have the best 
experience at university.


